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SOCIAL SECURITY:
ESSENCE, THREATS AND WAYS OF MAINTENANCE

It was identified the meaning and sources of threats of social security, as well as
the ways of ensuring it. The paper discovers methodological potential of human capital
theory, the model of human development and the concept of human security justifying
the transition from the concept of security, to the concept of security, person-centered.
A new definition of the essence of security has been grounded: the transition from the
preferential orientation of the territorial security toamuch greater focus on human security,
from security through armaments to security through sustainable human development.
The meanings of safety as a social phenomenon have been enhanced. The term «social
security» received a new semantic content: it is not just protection from threats, but also
tools to assess the degree of realization of the objectives of social policy. On the basis of
indicators of social security threats to social security have been differentiated particularly
for the contemporary Ukraine. As main directions of social ordering of life in Ukraine we
identify: modernization, civil self-organization and legitimation.

Keywords: civil self-organization, trust, legitimation, modernization, tension,
public order, social security, the threat.

Y cTaTtTi aHanidyeTtbCsl CYTHICTb Ta [xepena 3arpo3 coujanbHiini 6e3newi, BU3-
HavaloTbCA LWNAXM ii 3abe3nevyeHHsi. PO3KpMBAETLCA METOAOJIONYHWI MOoTeHLian
Teopii NoAcbkoro kanitany, MoZEN NOACLKOr0 PO3BUTKY Ta KOHUenuji 6esne-
KW, NiOKPECMOETLCS IXHA poSib B 0OMPYHTYBaHHI nepexody Big, KOHUenuii 6e3neku,
30pieHToBaHOI Ha AepxaBy (state-centred), oo koHuenuii 6e3neku, 30pieHTOBaHOI Ha
noauny (person-centred). O6rpyHTOBYETLCS HOBE BaveHHs1 CYyTHOCTi 6e3nekun: 3aMiCTb
nepeBaxHOi OPIEHTOBAHOCTI Ha TepuTopianbHy 6e3neKy — OPiEHTOBAHICTb Ha Be3neky
NIoaeit; 3amMicTb 6e3neku, Lo A0CAraETbCS 3aBASKM MOXJIMBOCTI 3aXULLIATUCS Bif, HE-
6e3nekun 3a JonoMoroto 36poi, — 6eaneka sik pesynsraT CTiiKoro JII0ACHKOro PO3BUTKY.
AKUEHTYETbCS Ha A0AATKOBUX CMUCSIOBUX 3HAYEHHSIX Oe3MneKku sk coLianibHOro ABuMLIa.
CouianbHa 6e3neka Ha MakpoOCOLi0N0rYHOMY PiBHI PO3MNSAAETLCS HEe TilbKM SK 3a-
XWUCT Bif, 3arpo3, ane i 9K iHCTPyMEHTapIl OLLHKM CTyNEeHs peanisawii Linemn coujanbHoi
nonitukn. NpencraBnsioTbCa eMMipUYHI iIHOMKATOPW CoLjianbHOI Oe3mnekn, Ha OCHOBI
AKMX BUAINAIOTLCS 3arpo3u coujanbHiii 6e3neLi B ymoBax cy4yacHoi YkpaiHu. BusHava-
I0TbCSi OCHOBHI LLUNISIXM 3a0e3MNeveHHs coLiasibHOi 6e3Mekn B Cy4aCHOMY YKPaiHCbKOMY
CYCNIiNbCTBI: MOAEPHI3aLlis, rpoMaasHCbka caMoopraHidauis Ta neritmmadis.

KmoyoBi cnoBa: coujanbHa 6e3neka, couianbHNI 3aX1CT, CyCcnifibHUIA NOpsAoK,
arpecia, rpomagsHcbKe CycninbCTBO, A0BIpa, 3arpo3a, neritmmMadis, MoaepHisais,
Hanpy>XeHiCTb.

B cTatbe aHanM3npyeTcs CYLLHOCTb 1 UCTOYHVKM YrPO3 COLManbHOM 6e30nacHo-
CTuW, ONpeaensTcs Nyt ee obecneveHns. PackpbiBaeTcs METOA0SIOMMHYECKUIA MOTEH-
uman Teopmm 4en0BEe4ECKOro kKanntana, MoAev YeN0Be4eCKOro pa3BmTUS U KOHLEN-
LM YenoBeveckon 6e30nacHOCTM, NoOAYEPKMBAETCS UX POJIb B 0O0OCHOBaHUN NEPEXOo-
[a oT KoHuenummn 6e3onacHoOCTM, OPUEHTMPOBAHHOM Ha rocyaapcTBo (state-centred),
K KoHLenuun 6e30nacHOCTU, OPUMEHTMPOBAHHOM Ha YenoBeka (person-centred).
OBOCHOBbLIBAETCS HOBOE BUAEHME CYTU BE30MaCHOCTM: BMECTO NPENMYLLECTBEHHON
OPVEHTUPOBAHHOCTU Ha TEPPUTOPUANbHYIO 6€30MaCHOCTb — OPUEHTUPOBAHHOCTL Ha
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6e30nacHOCTb Ntofeli; BMecTo 6e30nacHOCTH, A0CTUraemMon 6narogaps BO3MOXHO-
CTV 3aLLUMLIATLCSA OT OMACHOCTU C MOMOLLIbIO OPYXUsi, — 6€30MacHOCTb Kak pe3ynbTaT
YCTOMYMBOr0O YeN0BEYECKOro PasBmTus. AKLIEHTUPYETCA BHUMAHWE Ha [I0NOHUTESb-
HbIX CMbICMIOBBIX 3HA4YeHNAX 6e30MacHOCTM Kak coumanbHoro seneHus. CoumnansHas
6€30MacHOCTb Ha MakpOCOLMOSIOrM4ECKOM YPOBHE PACCMaTPUBAETCS HE TONBbKO Kak
3almTa OT Yrpos, HO M Kak MHCTPYMEHTapUii OLEHKN CTEMNeHn peannsauuun Lenei
coupanbHoi NoanTukK. MpeacTaBnsaTCs SMNUPUYECKME UHOMKATOPbI COLMaNbHOM
6e30nacHOCTU, Ha OCHOBE KOTOPbIX BbIAENATCS Yrpo3bl COLMaIbHON 6830MacHOCTU
B YC/IOBUSIX COBPEMEHHOW YkpaunHbl. OnpeaensioTcs OCHOBHbIE MyTW 0becneyeHns
coumasnbHol 6e30MacHOCTU B COBPEMEHHOM YKParHCKOM OOLLECTBE: MOAEPHN3ALMS,
rpaxgaHckasi camoopraHM3aumns v nerutumanms.

KnroyeBsbie cnoBa: couvanbHaa 6e30nacHOCTb, coumanbHas 3awmTa, oblue-
CTBEHHbI MOPSAOK, arpeccus, rpaxagaHckoe obLLecTBo, oBepue, nermtuManms,

MoAdepHun3auna, HanpsaXXeHHOCTb.

In the context of a multifaceted social dy-
namics, dramatically increased by militariza-
tion of conflicts and social relations in Ukraine
the problems of social security become fore-
ground issues.

Western researchers W. Beck, R. Bendix,
E. Giddens, R. Dahrendorf, F. Fukuyama,
N. Chomsky indicating the standard rules and
regulations in a society use the term «pub-
lic order»; E. Newman, R. Ullman use a term
«security» that allows them to identify the
sources of threats to social security. The is-
sues of social security in the post-soviet socie-
ties have been lightened in the last decade in
the works by V. S. Bakirov, Z. Z. Biktimirova,
A. Sh. Viktorova, E. A. Gugnina, O. A. Guzhva,
V. N. Kuznetsov, O. D. Kutsenko, V. N. Niko-
laevski, V. S. Lyamina, N. R. Malikova
E. B. Nikolaeva, V. S. Reznik, A. Yakovenko.
These works showed that unlike the problems
of establishing public order that have the po-
litical and ideological roots, provision of social
security has a different nature and is connected
with the human, vital foundation. At the same
time in the social sciences there is still necessity
to provide with the definition of security and to
identify the essence of social policies to prevent
threats to social security.

The purpose of this article is to reveal new
meanings of social security and to identify
threats to social security under circumstances
of instability of the Ukrainian society.

The need for security is one of the basic, mo-
tivational mechanisms of human life. The socio-
logical theory has developed three interrelated
concepts of social security that are based on a
humanistic vision of a person as a highest, inde-
pendent value.

1. In the 1960s, a theory of human capital has
been developed. It was an attempt to justify the
importance of acquiring human knowledge and
skills to improve the competitiveness and effi-
ciency of the economy. Human capital includes
not only the knowledge of the person, but also
his/her health, ideological and cultural values,
social skills, and etc.

2. In 1980-1990-s a model of human devel-
opment has been proposed. This model defined
conditions for the development of an individual
potential to achieve the desired level of well-be-
ing. Health, education and well-being life con-
stitute key elements of such level. The main in-
dicators of the improvement of human develop-
ment are the expansion of the available choices
for a person for his/her career, and resources
that could be invested in human capital.

3. In the first half of the 1990s the concept of
human security has been formulated. This con-
cept comprehensively describes the conditions
for achievement of sustainable human develop-
ment. The significant element of this focus on
conditions is that they include not only political
and economic, but also social, cultural, environ-
mental, and other issues. Threats that hinder
to achieve a high level of human security are
factors, which constrain the improvement of a
country’s human potential. «<Human security»
extends and complements the vision of the con-
tent of national security and at the same time
allows to consider the issues of the state secu-
rity not from military, political, but from the
humanistic position [1, p. 403].

As awhole, social thoughts of the second half
of the twentieth century significantly expanded
range of factors of national security through
the analysis of internal processes. Researchers
focused on non-political dimensions of national
security — informational, technological, eco-
nomic, cultural, humanitarian and etc. As a re-
sult of these studies, the term «social security»
received a semantic content:

1) social security of the state includes em-
ployment and the labor market; unemployment;
environmental and technological security; epi-
demiological situation; social partnership; de-
mographics; labor migration; social and labor
relations;

2) social security of the society comprises
social environment; social insurance; gender
policy; prevention and settlement labor con-
flicts; poverty alleviation; ethno-national and
religious relations; patriotic education;
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3) social security rights consists a) the qual-
ity of life: health, nutrition, clothing, home and
living conditions, family and childhood, educa-
tion, culture and art, communications and tele-
communications, freedom of movement, travel,
tourism, free access to the information, leisure
and recreation; b) the level of life: social develop-
ment indicators, living wage and income of the
population, increase in consumer prices and etc.
[4, p. 400].

Through the allocation of these components,
the term «social security» substantively filled
with new meaning: it is not just protection from
real and potential threats, but also specific tools
for assessing the degree of implementation of
social policy objectives.

Until the 80-s of the twentieth century in the
social thoughts traditionally narrow military
understanding of social security dominated; it
was connected with the state or national securi-
ty, protection against external military threats.
Such approach absolutized militarization of in-
ternational relations and ignored other issues,
which comprise often more serious threats en-
countered in the contemporary world. In his
article «Redefining Security» Richard Ulman
proposed a new understanding of security in
general, and national security in particular. He
pointed new challenges arising in the contempo-
rary world.

According to Ulman a threat to national se-
curity is an action or sequence of events that 1)
represents a danger for a relatively short period
of time to worsen the quality of life for popu-
lation of a state, or 2) threatens to narrow the
range of policy choices significantly, both for
the state government, as well as for individuals,
groups, corporations within country [7].

Thus, social thought has made transition from
the concept of state-centred security to the con-
cept of person-centred security, from military to
non-military security, developing a broader un-
derstanding of the threats and security.

«Human Development report» of the United
Nations proposed a new understanding of the
essence of security — the concept of human se-
curity. According to this document the concept
of security should be changed in two main direc-
tions:

1) from the exclusive orientation on the
territorial security to greater focus on human
security;

2) from the security through armaments to
the security through sustainable human develop-
ment. Human security does not apply to weapons,
it relates to human life and dignity [6].

Under the social security we mean a set of
measures and technologies, which are aimed to
preserve and develop the social system of the
state. Primarily, the security concerns the max-

imum safety of stability in the society and is
aimed to ensure the relative preservation of the
existing social order. The signification of secu-
rity stems from the actual interaction between
individuals and social facilities with numerous
circumstances and factors that have negative
and destructive impact on them. Prevention,
attenuation, neutralization of the impacts dam-
aging the livelihood, well-being, the normal
functioning of people, social facilities, as well
as maintaining their vital activity at a level not
less than the maximum allowable (critical) sig-
nifications and provides insight about security
in a broader sense.

The «Human Development Report» of the
United Nations Development Program identified
the following indicators of social security:

1) the perception of security ( which is ex-
plored through the answers to the question «Do
you feel safe when you are walking alone in the
city or district where you live?»);

2) Human Development Index is the aver-
age value of achievements in three basic di-
mensions of human development: health and
longevity, knowledge and a decent standard of
living (which is explored through answer to the
question «Do you trust the government in your
country?»);

3) The credibility to the people (which is
explored through answer to the question «Do
you believe that most people can be trusted or
do you think that we should be careful dealing
with people?»);

4) The ratio of murders is the number of
homicides (which is illegally inflicted to the per-
son by another person, in terms of 100 thousand
people) [3].

These indicators of social security allow us
to highlight the threats to social security — par-
ticular phenomena and processes — which affect
quality of people life, infringe vital social rights
and interests of the individuals.

The UN report suggests to consider all
threats to human security through the prism of
seven major categories:

— Economic security implies a guarantee of
income from work, or at least from the part of
the social system;

— Food security implies that all people always
have physical and economic access to basic food;
it means not only a sufficient amount of food, but
also the «right» for food, by growing (produc-
tion) for ourselves or by purchase;

— Health security depends on the sickness
rate and mortality, as well as the access to
health care;

— Environmental security (ecological threats
are represented by a combination of consequenc-
es of decline/degradation of both local and glob-
al ecosystems);
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— Private security is human security against
physical violence. Threats have several forms:
threats from the state (physical torture); threats
from other states (war); threats from other
groups of people (ethnic tension); threats posed by
individuals or gangs against other people (crime,
street violence); threats against women (violence,
domestic violence;) threats, which are directed
at children, based on their vulnerability and de-
pendence (abusive treatment of children), threats
posed by the person (suicide, drug abuse);

— Community security is associated with the
person belonging to a group (family, communi-
ty, organization, racial or ethnic groups), which
can provide a socio-cultural identity and set of
basic values;

— Political security is the opportunity to live
in a society in which the fundamental rights are
respected. One of the important indicators of
political «insecurity» in the country is a priori-
ty of the military sphere and the use of the army
for the repression of its citizens [6].

We tried to identify the main threats to so-
cial security precisely through the prism of
these categories applying this approach to the
case of contemporary Ukraine.

As main threats we referred, firstly, the
growth of social inequality, sharp increase of in-
come gaps between the rich and the poor popu-
lation; secondly, the gap in living standards of
different regions of the country; thirdly, in-
fringement of the principles of the distribution
of «social power», the need for authority decen-
tralization and income redistribution; fourthly,
insufficient implementation of the decisions on
Social Security of Citizens and the problems as-
sociated with the regulation of salaries and pen-
sions; fifthly, social populism of various political
parties and the strengthening of social dissatis-
faction of the population.

As Ukrainian experience shows these threats
are shifting towards the «orange revolutions»,
or returning to the socio-economic or socio-po-
litical order that had existed during the early
years of Ukrainian independence. It is clear that
the problems of social safety arise with particu-
lar acuteness in situations of social crisis when
a significant part of social problems is exacer-
bated (poverty, unemployment, inflation, weak
healthcare basis etc.)

According to the International research pro-
ject HITT-CIS «Health in Times of Transition:
Trends in Population Health and Health Policies
in CIS countries», the respondents rate the most
positively the development of democracy and
educational system, and the most negatively
evaluate the economy and health care system.
For example, only 34% and 27% of Ukrainians
are satisfied with the development of democracy
and educational system (respectively). Only eve-

ry fifth (21%) of the citizens of the country are
content with the working of local authorities and
government. 19% and 17% of the population
support social protection system and the health
care system (respectively). There is only 16% of
those who is satisfied with the development of
the economy [2, p. 267].

Unfortunately, a social atmosphere in con-
temporary Ukraine is typical one for a society
that experiences civic-political calamities on
the basis of military confrontation. As a result,
the growing militarization of public conscious-
ness is noticed. «The transition to a mobilization
regimen, active involvement of representatives
of many social groups in different practices are
associated with the preparation and / or partici-
pation in military operations, as well as security
arrangements contributed to the gradual and
sustainable transition of Ukraine from «peace-
ful society» in prewar and in some regions to
«military society». It is also influenced by long
and massive immersion of the society in media
space with its surfeit of militarized themed in-
formation, phraseology etc [5, p. 130].

In our view the strategic goals of social pol-
icy in Ukraine, based on the human-oriented
(person-centered) concept of security should be
determined as follows:

— achieving tangible improvement of mate-
rial and living conditions;

— ensuring effective employment, improving
the quality and competitiveness of the employees;

— a guarantee of constitutional rights of
citizens in respect of employment, social pro-
tection, education, health, culture, provision of
housing;

— reorientation of social policy on the family,
the rights and social guarantees for family, wom-
en, children and youth are provided with;

— normalization and improvement of the de-
mographic situation and reduction of mortal-
ity, particularly among children and people of
working age;

— a significant improvement in social infra-
structure.

Therefore, social safety is not just protection
of interests of different people from the real and
potential threats, but it is also a certain assess-
ment tool achieving the goals of social policy
and its adequacy to the contemporary needs and
interests of a person and society. It should be
considered in the structural aspect, as a state
and a process that is in functional terms.

Precisely grounded on human-oriented con-
cept of security (person-centered concept), as
the main directions of social ordering of life in
Ukraine, we suggest: firstly, modernization, that
is, attempts for modernizing society, declared,
initiated and implemented by current authori-
ties; secondly, the development of civil society as
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a sphere of spontaneous manifestations of civil
activity of individuals and voluntary associa-
tions; thirdly, legitimacy, that is, public recogni-
tion and acceptance of the existing social order of
society and its changes due to attempts of mod-
ernization and civil self-organization. Moreover,
modernization and civic self-organization, in our
opinion, should be considered as constituting of
the new arrangement of the social order of socie-

ty, and legitimacy — as a reconciliation of citizens
with these innovations and their active participa-
tion in their implementation in order to ensure
social security. It is extremely important to focus
on the new sense of security: the transition from
an exclusive orientation toward territorial safety
to a much greater focus on human security, as
well as from security through armaments to safe-
ty through sustainable human development.
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