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Football and everything that surrounds has long been the subject of public attention and interest which
maintains in the attention of international and regional media. The media discourse widely represents
different information and evaluation of events on the football field and outside them which take place
before, during and after football matches. Particular emphasis is placed on the behavior of the most active
and visible parts of supporters - football fans and football hooligans. The media coverage of the football-
related problems has national specifics and general trends. There are two main European media
strategies in covering football hooliganism. The most common strategy for modern European media space
is reducing attention to activity of football hooligans. According to some researchers such media reaction
leads to decrease the intensity of football hooliganism. Another widespread media strategy is in
heightened attention to football hooliganism in sensational way. Especial situation is formed in the
Ukrainian media space. The football fans and football hooligans are praised for their active participation in
Euromaidan movement, Revolution of Dignity and following war in Donbass, but their offensive actions
practically are not covered. Regardless of strategies or discourses media certainly affect the existence and
development of various social phenomena, including football hooliganism.
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®ymbon i ece, wjo lioeco omouye, dagHO € 0b6'ekmom 0cobnueoi cycninbHOI yeazau i iHmepecy, wo
3Haxo0umb ce0e 8idobpaxkeHHs1 Ha 8Cix pigHsIx MeldiliHo2o Auckypcy. B macmedia wupoko npedcmasrieHo
Pi3HOMaHImHy iHgpbopmauiro i oUiHKY noditi He minbKu Ha pymbosbHUX rosisiX, ane U 3a ixHimu mexamu 0o,
nid yac ma ricrisi nposedeHHs pymbonbHUX mamyig. O6'ekmom ygazau cydacHux media € He nuwe nodu i
no0ii, wo 6esnocepedHbo nos'asaHi 3 pymbosiom, a U chymbosibHi ybosiganbHUKU, 5K exe 0agHO cmarnu
Hesid'emMHOO YacmuHor ¢bymbony. Npu ubomy akueHm pobumbcs Ha noeediHyi Halbinbw akmueHoI i
MOMIMHOI IXHBOI YacmuHU - pymbornbHUX chaHamax i pymbornbHUX xynieaHax. BuceimneHHsi 8 macmedia
npobnem, sKi noe'asaHi 3 ¢pymbonbHUM XynieaHi3MOM, Mae Ce0i HauioHarbHi ocobnueocmi, arne, He
38a)karoyu Ha iX Hasi8HiCmb, MOXHa 2080pUMU PO 3a2aribHi MeHOeHUl, W0 rMposi8IstoMbCS HE3aNeXHO
8i0 KOHKpemHo20 HauioHallbHO20 KOHmeKkcmy. AHania uux meHOeHyil, 0o3e8osiue asmopy 3pobumu
BUCHOBOK MpO HasieHicmb 080X OCHOBHUX MediliHUX cmpameal wodo ¢ymbobHO20 Xyri2aHismy.
Halbinbw nowupeHoo 6 cydyacHoMy egporielicbkoMy MeQItiHOMY Mpocmopi € cmpameais, sKa
8USABIIAEMbLCS 8 3HUWXEHHI ysazu 00 akmueHocmi ¢hymbornbHux c¢haHamig i 0cobnueo ymbornbHUX
XyrnieaHie, a y eunadkax, KoOnu ue HeMOXiueo, - y 6e30UiHOYHIl KoHcmamauii i iHghopmyeaHHI rpo
Hacnioku nodibHoi akmusHocmi. Taka peakuiss macmelia Ha pymbornbHUU XynieaHiam, Ha OyMKy OesiKux
docrnidHuKig, npu3soOuUmMb 00 3HUXEHHST iHmeHCcU8HOCMI (io2o rposieis. Llje odHiero documb MOWUPEHOH
cmpameeieto € nidsuujeHa ysaza macmedia 0o pi3HoOMaHIMHUX rposisie ¢hymborbHO20 Xyri2aHismy, sKa
Oyxe Yacmo Mae ceHcauilHulli xapakmep. Pe3ynbmamom peanizauyii yiei cmpamezii HepiOko cmae
eckanauis nposigie pymbosnbHo20 XynieaHismy. Ocobrniusa cumyauisi cknanacsi 8 mMeditiHoMy npPocmopi
YkpaiHu, Oe nicria akmueHoi ydacmi ¢pymbornbHUx chaHamie i chymOOnbHUX XynieaHie y «pesosmoyil
2idHocmi» ma KoHprikmi Ha [oHb6aci, ixHi Oif ompumytomsb MO3UMUBHY OUIHKY, @& He2amueHi nposeu
npakmu4yHo He esucsimmoromscs. HesanexHo ei0 mediliHux cmpameeill ma akmyarnbHUX OUCKypcie
cyyacHi macmedia, 6e3ymosHo, 30iliCHIOIOMb cymmesuli 8rnue Ha pPOoO38UMOK PI3HUX coujanbHUX
geHomeHiI8, 30KkpeMa pymbOsIbHO20 Xyrli2aHi3my.

Knwoyosi cnoBa: dyt6onbHuUin xynirawiam, dyTtoonbHi xyniraHu, dyToonbHi daHatn, macmegia, meginHi
cTpareril.

®ymbon u ecé, 4mo eeo OKpyxaem, 0agHO f6nsAlOMCS 06bEKMOM npucmarnbHo20 0buecmeeHHo20
B8HUMaHUs1 U UHmMepeca, 4mo Haxodum C80€ ompaxeHue Ha 8CexX YpPOBHsIX MeduliHo2o OucKkypca. B
maccmedua WUPOKO rnpedcmasrieHa pasfuyHas UHOpMauusi U oueHka cobbimuli He MmOJSIbKO Ha
¢ymbosibHbIX MOsIsIX, HO U 3a ux rnpedenamu 00, 80 8peMsi U rocne pymbosnbHbix mamyel. Kpome nrodel
u cobbimuti, HernocpedCmEeHHO Cc8si3aHHbIX C ¢hymbonioM, OOBLEKMOM BHUMaHUS CO8PEMEHHbIX
maccmedua Yacmo senisiromcesi pymborsibHble 6onenbuUuKU, Komopsle yxxe dagHO cmasiu Heombemremou
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yacmb ¢pymbona. Mpu amom akuyeHm Oenaemcs Ha roeedeHuu Hauboree akmueHoU U 3amemHol ux
yacmu - ¢bymbornbHbiX ¢haHamax u ¢ymbosnbHbix xynuesaHax. OcgewjeHue 8 maccmedua rnpobrem,
C8513aHHbIX C ¢hymOObHbIM Xyru2aHU3MOM, UMeem Cceou HayuUOHallbHble 0COOeHHOCMU, HO, HECMOMPs
Ha 3mMo, MOXHO 2080pumb 06 0b6WUX MEHOEHUUSIX, KOmopbie MPOS8IIOMCS] 8He 3asucumMocmu om
KOHKPEemMHO20 HayuoHarbHOo20 KOHmMeKkcma. AHanu3 amux meHOeHUyul no3eonusi asmopy cdenambs
8b1800 0 08YX OCHOBHbIX MeOULIHbIX cmpameausix 8 omHoweHuUU ¢hymbosibHo20 XynuzaHusma. Haubonee
pacrnipocmpaHéHHOU 8 CO8peMeHHOM espornelickomM MedulHOM MpocmpaHcmee s8nsiemcsi cmpameaus,
Komopasi 8bipaxkaemcsi 8 CHUXEeHUU 8HUMaHUsi K akmugHocmu ¢bymbosibHbIX ¢haHamos U 0CObeHHO
ymbosbHbIX Xyrnu2aHo8, a 8 crlyyasix, koeda 3mo HE803MOXHO, — 8 be30UeHOYHOU KOHCmamauuu u
UHgbopmuposaHuu o0 nocredcmeusix makold akmueHocmu. [loOobHasi peakuyuss Maccmedua Ha
ymborbHbIU  XynuaaHu3Mm, 0 MHEHUI0 HeKomopbiXx uccriedosamernel, npusodum K CHUXEHUH
UHMeHcusHocmu e20 rposisrneHul. Ewé o0Hol docmamoyHO pacripocmpaHéHHOU cmpamezauel
518/19€MCS1 108bILIEHHOE BHUMaHUe Maccmedua K pa3fudyHbIM posisrieHUsiM ¢hymb60oribHO20 XynuaaHu3sma,
Komopasi umeem 3a4acmyto CEeHCaUUOHHbIU xapakmep. Pe3ynbmamom peanusayuu amol cmpameauu
HepedKo cmaHosumcs acKkanauyusi nposierieHull ¢pymbonbHo20 XxynuzaHusma. OcobeHHasi cumyayusi
crioxunacb 8 MeOulHOM rnpocmpaHcmee YKpauHbl, 20e rfocrie akmueHo20 ydacmusi ¢hymborbHbIX
aHamos u ymbosibHbIX XynueaHos 8 «pesomoyuu docmouHcmea» U KoHgrukme Ha [JoHbacce ux
Oelicmausi rnosy4arom no3umueHyr OUEHKY, a He2amueHbIe MPOSIBIEHUsT NPaKMUYecKU He oceeuwatomcs.
Bre 3asucumocmu om wMeduliHbix cmpameaull U akmyanusupyembix OUCKYpPCO8 CO8PEeMEHHbIe
maccmedua, 6e3ycrio8HO, OKa3bi8arom CyUeCIMBEHHOE 6IIUSIHUE Ha pa3sumue pas/iudHbIX couyuaribHbIX
geHomeHo8, 8 moMm Hucsie pymbosibHO20 XynuaaHu3ma.

KnioueBble cnoBa: @QyT0oNbHbI XynuraHuaMm, yToonbHble Xynuraubl, GyTOoMNbHbIE daHaThl,
mMaccmeama, MegunHble cTpaTeruu.

Football is the most popular sport in the world and one of the main targets for the modern media.
Professional and national football teams and its players become objects of worship of thousands and millions
people worldwide. Journalists present at every match all over the world, in every football ground across many
countries. Audience may follow not only football matches, but training and everyday life of footballers, coaches,
football managers and even football therapists. The chances of any story or incident being missed are very small
in such media coverage.

Football fanatism is one of the parts of modern football. It is impossible to imagine football match
without fans’ activity. Modern football is a kind of interactive show with football stars on the field, performances
on the terraces and high quality picture of both sides on different screens. More than half of a century journalists
at football matches have reported crowd behavior, rather than just the game. It is evident that in these
circumstances the media plays a very important role in the public’s view of football fanatism and especially
hooliganism. For decades football supporters have caused disorder both inside and outside football grounds in
almost all countries where football is played [1]. Acts of hooliganism have produced consequences of varying
degrees of severity, including injuries and fatalities, as well as damage to property both inside and outside of
stadiums [2]. As a result of such occurrences, the phenomenon has received widespread attention from a variety of
circles, notably the media. The publicizing of football disorder has arguably proved unhelpful in that it has
exacerbated the issue, glamorizing and reinforcing hooligan behavior [3]. However, the influence of the media in
this regard has not been entirely unconstructive, as it has also succeeded in pressuring the government and football
authorities to tackle the problem. Amateur digital and TV cameras, closed-circuit television (CCTV) also mean
that disturbances within stadiums or nearest streets are caught and replicate in mass media or social networks.

There are two main strategies of media reaction on behavior of football fans and football hooligans in
Europe. First is factual with little social comment. Second approach to the reporting of soccer violence is
connected with sensationalist headlines and scaring content. Both of them can be found in one or another kind at
various times, but whilst denunciation of hooligans is the norm for the European mass media.

These media strategies were relevant in different periods. The various national and regional media
actualized each of them to varying degrees in current period. The recording of football matches, events before,
during and after them was always a part of football. From the beginning of XX century till the end of Second
World War reports of trouble around and at football were common. Most of them were made in a restrained style:
small and factual articles. After WWII consciously or not press facilitated the view that football crowds were
becoming more orderly and well behaved by underplaying, or just not reporting, incidents which did occur [4].
Such understanding of the football supporters’ nature becomes a base of new media elucidating strategy. Small
amount of anxiety and denunciation began to creep in to football reports and publication. Later concern and
condemnation turned into calls for tougher action on football fans because their behavior. The roots of football-
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related press sensationalism were in widespread public fear over rising youth violence and juvenile crime. The
press began to carry more and more stories of its nature and football matches were an obvious place to find them
[4]. In fairness we have to mention, that sensationalism in description of football-related violence isn’t common
for most European media and has situational nature nowadays.

For a more detailed analysis and confirmation of this thesis, let us turn to the different European media
examples. We’ll analyze some national cases which are devoted and represented the major and the most
developed football cultures.

Football and sport media are important part of Italian culture and society. The first mentioned above
media strategy was the main in Italian Press before the 1970s. The attention of the journalists was more focused
on the players than on the terraces or football fans. If any kind of violence occurred, then it was reported as a
secondary event in the context of the media message. From the mid 1970s attention was focused on the favoured
by the Italian ultras terraces (behind the goals) and even outside the stadiums. The feature of the Italian case is
that it wasn’t just journalists’ or authorities’ monolog in media. The banners displayed in the terraces frequently
include messages to journalists and football authorities. Gradually it led to widespread hatred which exists on the
ultras to the media and on the media to the ultras.

It is possible to affirm that nearly the same situation was in Germany and Netherlands. Before the 1970s
the main attention of the media was paid to football directly, i.e. game not terraces. The media reports of football
hooligans, possible violence and extra police on football in the late 1970s to mid 1980s influenced the increasing
of football hooligans’ interest in coming matches. There wasn’t acute hatred between media and hooligans, but
there is no doubt whatsoever that the media have certain effect on football hooliganism. The spate of de-
amplification of football violence in the German, Dutch as in Austrian press occurred in the mid to late 1980s.
The number of media stories and mentions of football hooliganism gradually decreased and it lost the coverage
which football hooligans had previously thrived upon [5]. As a result of such media “playing down” was the
decreasing numbers of violent football-related incidents.

Local and sports media in France and Belgium behave in a very similar manner when reporting on
football or football fans. In 1980s the relative uniqueness of football violence in the French context has made it a
very newsworthy item. But after early 1990s, violence appeared in a relatively limited number of occasions but
never on the same scale. French and Belgian journalists report about football supporters only when they show
their discontent with the club's management, when they become violent or when football clubs meet their arch
emesis. But in the French Press reports on violence outnumber reports on other issues related to football
supporters [6]. That’s why French media is loath to report on any kind of football fans, in order to avoid
confrontations. By and large, the situation in the Belgian and French media is similar.

Football-related violence and football hooliganism wasn’t common for Danish football culture. The
media reaction in Denmark on behavior of football fans was predominantly factual. From the mid 1980s instead of
amplification football hooliganism Danish press supported recognizable positive trends encompassing
companionship, fantasy, humor and pride of football fans. As a result of such media activity was growth of
popularity and the number of Danish “Roligans'” phenomenon. Danish popular press and media have an opposite
role to that played by the English and formed a unique tradition of media coverage of football fans.

The sport section holds an important place in the broadsheets as well as tabloids in Scotland. In one hand
a similar to Danish case exists in Scotland where from the early 1980s national football team fans, known as
“Tartan Army”, have consciously sought to acquire well international reputation. It was made by boisterous
friendliness to the host nation and opposing fans through “carnivalesque” behavior and predominantly positive
press coverage [7]. The Scottish media represent English fans as hooligans and underplay any trouble involving
Scottish football fans or football hooligans. In another hand the Scottish tabloids focus on football and on the
domestic rivalries much more than the broadsheets. Tabloids in Scotland regularly mention rivalries, a contentious
issue that the broadsheets avoid. Media repots usually quotes and emphasises the verbal attacks of players or fans
and vice versa, leading to a real war of words [6]. The way of domestic pre-match and football reporting in
Scottish media is very close to English media sensationalism.

Most of European media path mentioned above phases, but football hooliganism continued to feature
heavily in British newspapers and mass media in general and still do today. Sensationalist style of reporting
presents football violence as far more of a concern than it actually is, elevating it to a one of the major social

! The term “Roligan” was invented by the Danish newspaper B.T.A. and is a pun based on the word “rolig” which means «calm» in
Danish.
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problem in England [4]. It’s even possible to affirm that the treatment of football hooliganism in the English Press
is one of the factors of amplification whereby sensationalism and exaggerated coverage of a problem can have the
effect of worsening it. The huge anticipation of football-related troubles meant that English journalists picking up
the smallest of incidents to make a sensation. Furthermore, numerous researchers and some authorities argue that
media coverage of hooliganism has actually contributed to the problem. More recently, the popular press has been
criticized for its pre-match reporting. However, the certain double standards exist within the tabloid press not only
in England, but all over the Europe [7]. On the one hand media are keen to label the football hooligans as
“barbarians” and “animals”, their actions as “iniquity”, “harm” and “evil”. Whilst at the same time before top
matches media encourage the antagonistic, hostile and even xenophobic views so prevalent within the football
hooligans’ scene. The pre-match and football reporting is shrouded in violent or war metaphors and other imagery
then anyone should not be surprised that this spills over on to the football grounds, terraces or nearest streets.

The same situation was in Ukrainian media space till the end of 2013. Majority of media reports labeled
the football fans in traditions of sensationalism. Active participation of football fans and football hooligans in
Euromaidan movement, Revolution of Dignity and following war in Donbass extremely change public and media
attitude. It is not just predominantly positive press coverage. Football fans and football hooligans become the
driving force of the revolution and an outstanding example of patriotism. It’s much more rapt that in any other
national cases. The Ukrainian media underplaying and overlooking any trouble involving domestic football fans.
In case if such mode of action become impossible or senseless, then appears factual report with little neutral
comments.

The national press in particular and the mass media in general can take major credit for the public’s view
of the football and its fans. It is evident that the mass media plays a very substantial role in the public’s view of
football hooliganism. The clearest overall tendency is that the European media hesitates between different ways of
dealing with violence among fans and the rivalries at the root of such violence [7]. The media has helped form the
modern phenomenon of football hooliganism and shaped public opinion of the problem. The media context may
directly influence the actions of fans themselves and by far the biggest problem lies in the sensationalism of such
context. Therefore difficult position of the media is in not only reporting on violence but in being an actor in the
construction and diffusion of violence and football hooliganism.

In any national media case, in any media strategy everyone must clearly understand that football violence
and football hooliganism has not disappeared, it has simply scaled down and shied away from media, police
cameras and the scrutiny of journalists. Consequently phenomenon of football hooliganism needs further
comprehensive study.
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