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In the article conceptualization of the notion of society openness is executed in the sociological context. 
The category �openness� is considered; distinctive features of the concepts of �openness� and 
�transparency� are identified. The basic characteristics of society openness are determined. Open society 
is explicated as a society aimed at development and innovations, in contrast to closed society aimed at 
reproduction of traditional forms of existence. The basic stages of formation of the open society concept 
are considered. 
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