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NON-EXISTENT CHURCHES AS UKRAINIAN CULTURAL HERITAG E
IN SACRAL LANDSCAPE OF TISNA COMMUNE

The article presents the Non-existent churchesidnesl landscape in Tisna commune (in the Poliskaidian borderland).
These churches represent 16 sacral objects witartiétectural specificity of the Ukrainian natibmaoden and stone church. His-
tory of Non-existent churches in the landscapeisfid commune has been analyzed. In particulare tivas noted the uniqueness of
the Ukrainian church, the technique of "zrub" atehments of "zalom" in Ukrainian architecture. Thispect integrates Ukrainian
churches, which vary only in terms proportionsendth, width and height. Ukrainian churches in @isommune were destroyed
after the mass deportation of Ukrainian ethnic pagpan from their land after the year 1947. Churdass the religious, cultural and
national role and sacred landscape lost its meahaog-existent churches (16) occupy almost 100%llahe churches in the study
area. The article shows the specificity of Ukramni@ooden and stone churches architecture. Eighthlbs were destroyed during
and after the deportation of Ukrainians in the gei#45-1947 in Solynka, Strubo$taa, Smerek, Luh, Buk, Kryve, Zavij, Kalnytsya.
Two churches were destroyed in the postwar periddetlyna and Yavorets. Five churches were disaskstin the postwar period
in Lisna, Habkivtsi, Dovzhytsya, Tisna and Zubryach the place of St. Dmytrij church in Vetlinaathwas destroyed a Roman
Catholic Church was built. Non-existent churchesenaralyzed in the Tisna commune with their surriugnthndscape. It is proved
that these all are original and represent a widerdity of architecture and symbols of Ukrainialigieus architecture, showing the
Ukrainian character that harmonizes the area amistape. The article discusses the perspectiveamftaming and reconstructing
churches, as well as manner and methods of studyindssue.

Key words sacred landscape, Ukrainian church, Tisna commune.

Tanna Koax, l20p Kosax. HEICHYIOYI IEPKBH MK YKPAIHCBKA KYJIbTYPHA CIAJIIHHA
Y CAKPAJIBHOMY JIAH/ILIA®TI 'MIHH TICHA

CrarTst mpucBsueHa HeicHylounM 16 ykpaincekuMm nepkBam rMinm TicHa IlimkaprnaTchKoro BOEBOICTBA HA IOJIBCHKO-
yKpaiHcbKoMy npukopaorHi. [Togana icTopist Ta apXiTeKTypHi PHCH LIEpPKOB y KOHTEKCTI IocesieHb rMind. [TokasaHo, mo yci € inen-
TUYHHUMH 13 MIIPOKHUM apXiTEeKTYpHUM Pi3HOMAHITTSM 1 CHMBOJIAaMU YKpaiHCHKOI HAI[IOHAIHEHOI EPKBH 1 IPEICTaBISIOTh yKpaiHCh-
kuit xapaxrep rMinu TicHa. [Ticist MacoBoi nenopranii ykpaiHCEKOTO HaceNICHHS i3 X eTHIYHUX 3eMeJIb IIEPKBH MepecTaad BUKOHY-
BaTH pEJiriiiHy, KyJIbTypHY Ta HalliOyTBOPIOIOYY POJb, a CaKpalIbHMIl JaHIA(T BTPATHB CBOE 3HAYCHHS. Y CTAaTTi HArOJIOIICHO Ha
IHUIAXaX HOAAJbIINX HAYKOBUX JOCII/KEHb 13 MPOOIEMAaTHKK Ta BaXKJIMBOCTI BiATBOPeHHA Y 3/1 TEXHOJIOTIT 3HUIIIEHNX LIEPKOB.

Kniouogi cnosa: cakpanbhuii nanamadr, ykpaiHcbka Lepksa, rMina TicHa.

I'anna Koax, leopy Koax. HECYINECTBYIOHIHE IEPKBH KAK YKPAHHCKOE KYJIbTYPHOE
HACJ/IEJJUE B CAKPAJIBHOM JIAHAHIADTE 'MHHBI THCHA

Cratbs nocasieHa HecymectByromuM 16 nepksam B rmuHe TucHa ITogkaprnaTcKoro BOEBOACTBA Ha MOJILCKO-YKPAHHCKOM
norpannube. IIpencraBnena ucTopust U apXUTEKTYPHBIE YEPTHI LIEPKBEil B KOHTEKCTE UCTOPHHM celleHui rMuHbl. [lokas3aHo, 4To Bee
SIBIIAIOTCA MICHTUYHBIMU C IIHPOKUM apXUTEKTYPHBIM MHOTOOOPa3HEM M CHMBOJIAMH YKPaMHCKOH HAI[MOHAIBHOW IIEPKBU U MPEa-
CTaBIAIOT YKpauHCKUI Xapakrep rMuHbl TucHa. ITocne mMaccoBoll nenopranyy yKpaMHCKOIO HACENEHHs C UX YTHUYECKUX 3EMEllb
LEPKBH NEPECTaH BBINOJIHATh PEITMTHO3HYIO, KyJIbTYPHYIO M HaMOCO3UJIAIOUIYIO POJb, @ CAaKpalbHBIM JAaHAMA(T IOTEPSUl CBOE
3HaueHue. B craTbe momdepKHyTa BaKHOCTH JAJbHEHIINX HayYHBIX MCCIIECIOBAHUH 10 JaHHOW NpoOieMaTHKe, a Takke HeoOXOou-
MOCTB BOCIIPOHM3BEeHHUS B 3/] TEXHOJIOTUH YHHUITOKECHHBIX EPKBEH.

Knroueevie cnosa. caxpanbHblid JaHIadT, yKPaUHCKas LepKOBb, 'MUHA THCHA.

Introduction. Ukrainian church is a kind of unique terms of their form [13] and modern types [7, 13],1
and inimitable wooden church that has no analogues churches in different Ukrainian eparchies and itmie
the world. [7, 9, 13, 14]. Church constitutes natyoa territories [1, 2, 6, 12, 13]. Moreover, there wam-
physical object of religious cult, but also a centé ducted a 3D reconstruction of Ukrainian wooden
community in which church is located. This religgou churches in their sacral landscape of borderlarid [4
monument delivers the spirituality of the surroungdi  However, there has been little research over tlmari
world order. Modern communities still continue the commune.
practice of settling around their churches or otieen- Purpose and main tasksThe purpose of this arti-
ples, which also applies to Ukrainian churchesctra cle is to identify nonexistent churches in Tisnancaune
of constructing wooden Ukrainian churches was offi- of the Polish-Ukrainian borderland.

cially introduced before Christianity. The mastere- Study goal and methods.Overall 16 nonexistent
served the composition and architectural forms, be-churches were analyzed in Tisna commune, based on
gueathed by their ancestors in other to contineertdi- archive materials, historical photography, fieldaarch

tion [9]. and documentation of churches in their locationtdifk

Scientific background. Scientific research con- ian wooden churches were usually built on the bakis
cerns origins of Ukrainian churches — those exstin  crucifix form — usually centric, with five or nirfgrubs”,
vanishing and nonexistent ones [2, 3, 9, 14],atsstruc- called the technique of “zrub” and “zalom” [7, 93]1
tion and architecture [2, 6, 13, 14], the developtria Proportions of churches height and length differ,
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depending on the region of Ukraine. The churchiglite
equals its length in the Podillya and Naddnipry-

Ukrainians in 1950), church of Presvyata Bohoroghyts
from 1600 in Lisna (destroyed in 1953), church od<sP

anshchyna. In Chernihiv, Boyko and Slobozhanshchynavyata Bohorodytsya from 1700 in Habkivtsi (disassem

region the height is greater than their length.nirthe
other side, in Halychyna and Volyn region the heigh
smaller than the length [7, 9, 12, 13, 14]. Therchus
considered to be a central part of sacral landsdaginag
the center of spirituality and faith [14].

Main material. Tisna commune was a part of the
west Halychyna in Beskydy of the Carpathian region.
Population of the region consists mainly of Ukraims
[1, 5, 8, 9, 10]. Consequently, Ukrainians havaried
the historical traditional landscape with churclitsrcenter.

bled in 1952 for building purposes), church of Sv.
Mykolaj Chudotvorets from 1767 in Luh (destroyed-du
ing the deportation of Ukrainians in 1945), chuodist.
Petro and Pavlo from 1770 in Buk (plundered and de-
stroyed after deportation of Ukrainians in 194 Hurch

of Sv. Mykolaj Chudotvorets from 1760 in Dovzhytsya
(disassembled in 1952 for building purposes), dnwfc
Archanhel Mychail from 1690 in Tisna (disassembled
1956 for building purposes), church of Archangel-My
chail from 1750 in Zavij (burnt after deportatiorf o

Church’s architecture has never been separatedJkrainians in 1947), church of Svyata Velykomucheny

from outer environment. The structural design isialty
within its landscape, reflecting some of its eletseny

sya Paraskeva from 1700 in Kalnytsya (destroyed in
1960), church of Ivan Chrestytel from 1650 in Kryve

the structure. The natural color of the beams, wall (destroyed during the deportation of Ukrainiand 945-

sheathing, wood tile (in Ukrainian it is called ) —

all these elements link church with the surroundargi-
scape, not only due to its building material, blsbahe
similarity to the forms of living trees and theirowns.
Baroque domes of church, with crosses on its top; p
vide gentle and harmonious transition from arclbitesd
volume to surrounding space in the landscape —espen
beneath the dome of the sky [4, 14].

This cultural landscape became an important ele-

ment of life of Ukrainians, being@enus logi transform-
ing into a part of the sacral landscape [1, 13JteAf
World War Il Ukrainian ethnic population that lived
Beskydy region was massively deported from their

1947), church of Archangel Mychail from 1690 in Zu-
bryache (disassembled in 1953 for building purppses
church of Velykomuchenyk Dmytrij from 1840 in
Javorets (destroyed after deportation of Ukrainiams
1947), church of Archangel Mychail from 1610 in
Pryslip (destroyed after deportation of Ukrainian$947).
Firstly, in the article there were discussed nosexi
tent churches that may be found on illustratiorisese
are churches in such villages as: Strubovyska, afisn
Dovzhytsya, Smerek, Vetlyna, Zubryache, Kryve i Luh
Wooden churches and the Church of the Bohoro-
dytsya’s Nativity was functioning in Strubovyska
(Strubowiska) [Fig. 2a] before 1785. In 1843 thesss

homeland to the USSR and Western part of Poland [1,built a new wooden church with the same name.

11]. Eleven villages (Solynka, Lisna, Zahorody, Kibb

ske, Javorets, Luh, Lopyanka, Zavij, Beskyd, Bereh,

Mocharne) located in this region disappeared after
portation, called operation ,Visla”. Five Vvillages:
Strubovyska, Smerek, Roztoky Horishni, Habkivtsd an
Dovzhytsya were destroyed in about 87%. Such \dbag
as Pryslip, Vetlyna, Zubryache, Kryve, Buk and Ka&n
sya were destroyed in 85%. Churches in these elag
were destroyed as well. Cultural and sacral larusad
the villages, with church in the centre, lost itgni-
cance. The church ceased to continue to carry tsut i
sacral role. Usually, there was a cemetery arohuot,
that currently, in cases of a number of villagssiniru-
ins [1, 3, 11, 12, 13].

There were 17 wooden and stone churches in the

Tisna commune in such settlements as: Solynkaliprys
Strubovyska, Smerek, Vetlyna, Lisna, Zubryache,-Hab
kivtsi, Kryve, Javorets, Luh, Buk, Lopyanka, Dov#hy
sya, Tisha, Zavij, Kalnytsya (Fig. 1). Only one otiu—

of Svyata Paraskeva from 1757 in Lopyanka is fameti

Strubovyska was Ukrainian village till the year 794
According to the statistics, in 1939 there lived033
Ukrainians. During the deportations of Ukrainiatise
church was destroyed in 1945.

In 1739 there was a parish and church of Archangel
Myhayil in Tisna (Fig. 2b). In 1825 under the sanaene
there was built a new church, with “iconostas”.1902
church was renovated. In 1939 in Tisna there 1i266
Ukrainians, 290 Poles and 120 Jews. After the dapor
tion of Ukrainians in 1947 the church of Archanlygl-
hayil in Tisna was devastated. Consequently, chuarh
disassembled in 1956. The bell tower (1825) waasdis
sembled in 1970. After the year 1947 the cemetery
tombstones were destroyed.

Dovzhytsya (in Polish called “Dpjyca”) was an
Ukrainian village in Tisna commune. There lived 445
Ukrainians and 5 Jews [5, 10]. The church of StkiMy
lay Chudotvorets (Fig. 3a) from 1830 was the sedand
Dovzhytsya. The new one was built in 1907 by Mykola
Lazor and Hryhorij Lavrivskyj. The church was disas

ing, however only during summer time and exchanging sembled and stone cemetery chapel was destroyed aft

mass service with Roman Catholic Church. As a tesul

there were 16 churches in Tisna commune that do not

exist anymore: church from 1663 in Solynka (desttby
after deportation of Ukrainians in 1947), churchRoz-
dvo of Presvyata Bohorodytsya from 1630 in Strubovy
ska (destroyed during the deportation of Ukrainiams
1945), church of Velykomuchenyk Dmytrij from 1875b i
Smerek (destroyed after deportation of Ukrainians i
1947), church of Velykomuchenyk Dmytrij from 1786 i
Vetlyna (destroyed in explosion after deportatioh o

84

the deportation of Ukrainians from Dovzhytsya.

The wooden church of St. Velykomuchenyk Dmy-
tryj was built in 1875 (in the place of older chiuritom
1650) in the village Smerek (Fig. 3b). Smerek was a
large Ukrainian village. In 1939 there are lived084
Ukrainian, 40 Poles and 20 Jews [5, 10]. They hailt
stone chapel in 1903 and named it “Tomb of serfdom”
(in Ukrainian -T'pi6 nmanmuan). After the 1947, there-
fore after the deportations of Ukrainians the chuaad

the chapel in Smerek were destroyed.
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Fig. 1. Settlement distribution in Tisna communéié number of Ukrainians, Poles and Jews
in the 1939 according to V. Kubijo{[5]

Fig. 2. Non-existent churches of three-sector foimTisna commune:

a) the Church of the Nativity (1785) in Strubovyskdestroyed during the deportation of Ukrainians 945),

b) the church of Archangel Myhayil (1739) in Tisn@isassembled in 1956).

Fig. 3. Non-existent woden churches destroyed aftex deportation of Ukrainians (in 1947) in Tisnaoenmune:
a) The church of St. Mykolay Chudotvorets from 1886th a bell tower with “one dome” structure in Dahytsya,
b) The church of the St. Martyr Dmytryj from 1875itl three-sector form and “three dome” structure iBmerek
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One of the greatest is the stone church of the Stwas destroyed in 1950. Afterwards, in the placehat

Martyr Dmytryj (Fig. 4a) built in Vetlyna (Wetlinain
1928. Previous wooden church in that place wast buil
1786. Stone church with “five dome” structure, with
lanterns on theirs tops, was the greatest in Claigoat
region. Vetlyna was the largest Ukrainian villagel a
large Ukrainian Byzantine parish in Tisna commulne.
1939 there lived 1080 Ukrainian, 15 Poles and 5sJéw
10]. There are no Ukrainians in Vetlyna after dégor
tions in 1947. Stone church of the St. Martyr Dmjytr

church, a Roman Catholic church was built.

In 1867, in the place of older church in the vidag
Zubryache, a new wooden one of Archangel Myhayil
(Fig. 4b) was built. Afterwards, another new oneswa
built in 1908. As for the year 1939 in Zubryacherth
lived 280 Ukrainians, 35 Poles and 5 Jews [5, A@er
the year 1947 Ukrainians were deported from their
homeland. In 1953 church was disassembled. At ptese
time, there are only ruins of the cemetery near the
church, with 6 tombstones and 5 old trees.

Fig. 4. Non-existent stone and wooden churches iisria commune;
a) the church of the St. Martyr Dmytryj (1928, Ukirsian Bizantine style) in Vetlyna with “five domestructure —
the greatest in Carpathians region (destroyed irbD¥;
b) the church of Archangel Myhayil in Zubryache (B9, disassembled in 1953)

Kryve was an old Ukrainian village in Tisna com-
mune. In 1939 there lived 290 Ukrainians. Theirrchu
of lvan Chrestytel (Fig. 5a), along with a bell &nwwas
built in 1845 in the place of previous one. Aftepdrta-
tion of Ukrainians from Kryve in 1947 church andlbe
tower were destroyed.

Luh was an Ukrainian village. Church of St. Myko-
lay Chudotvorets (Fig. 5b) from 1767 was locatesteh
New wooden church with the same was built in 1864.

There were 225 Ukrainians and 5 Jews in Luh in 1939
[5, 10]. After the 1945 no Ukrainians have leftliah.
They were deported from their homeland. In 1945
church and the bell tower were destroyed. Church wa
built in three-sector form and had a “three-domelics
ture with lanterns on theirs tops. Currently, theee
mained only a wooden cross, as a monument in hofnor
the 950" anniversary of baptism of Rus-Ukraine.

Fig. 5. Non-existent wooden churches destroyed
in Tisna commune: a) church of lvan Chrestytel froh650 in Kryve, built in three-sector form;
b) church of Mykolay Chudotvorets from 1767 with Ibsower in Luh, built in three-sector form,

having “three-dome” structure with lanterns on thes tops.

86
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Unfortunately, for the remaining 9 churches no il-
lustrations were found. It might be the purposdutdire

In the year 1601 appeared the church of St. Par-
askeva and a bell tower with memorable bells in-Lop

researches. These churches, which were not docathent yanka (Lopienka). New church of St. Paraskeva was

on illustrations, were located in the following lades:
Solynka, Lisna, Habkivtsi, Javorets, Buk, Kalnytsya
Zavij, Pryslip, Lopyanka.

Solynka (Solinka) was an Ukrainian village till the
year 1947. In 1939 there lived 620 Ukrainians, 26®
and 20 Jews [5, 10]. Ukrainians were deported & th

built in 1757. After deportations of Ukrainians thell
tower was destroyed in 1956. The icon of Bohorogyts
and “vivtar” were removed to the Roman Catholic
Church in Polyanchyk. Afterwards the icon of Bohoro
dytsya was replaced by its copy. Lopyanka was gelar
Ukrainian village. In 1939 there lived 405 Ukrainéa 5

years 1945 — 1947. Church of Zishestya St. Ducha inPoles and 10 Jews [5, 10]. During the years there

Solynka was built together with a bell tower in 366
New church with the same name was built in 185@nth
another one in 1907. Church was destroyed afteordep
tation of Ukrainians in 1947. At present time theare
ruins of the cemetery near the church, with ontpréb-
stones remaining.

Lisna was an Ukrainian village till the 1947. In
1939 there lived 310 Ukrainian, 60 Poles and 10sJ&w
10]. Wooden church of Presvyata Diva Maria wastbuil
in 1600. New wooden church was built in 1835. la th

evolved a tradition of visiting church during festis by
the Ukrainians from other communities. Traditiosagi-
peared due to the fact that Ukrainians were degdrte
1947. Since the year 2000 church of St. Paraskeva i
functioning only during summer time, exchanging sas
service with Roman Catholic Church.

In many cases names of villages were distorted
from Ukrainian language: Pryslip (ukflpucunin) into
Przystup; Zubryache (ukBy0psue) into Zubracze and
Zebracze; Dovzhytsya (ukrosxums) into Dokyca;

year 1947 Ukrainians were deported from Lisna and Zavij (ukr.3asiii) into Zawdj.

church of Presvyata Diva Maria was destroyed in3195

Each of the already Non-existent churches, located

The wooden church of Presvyata Bohorodytsya wasin area of Tisna commune, is Ukrainian nationalrchy

built in 1833 in the place of previous one in thikage
of Habkivtsi (Habkowce). In Habkivtsi there live®@
Ukrainians in the year 1939 [5, 10]. After the ya&n7
there were no Ukrainians in the village. They wdee

ported from their homeland. Wooden church of Pres-

vyata Bohorodytsya was disassembled in 1952.

Javorets (Jaworzec) was a large Ukrainian village.

In 1939 there lived 665 Ukrainians and 5 Jews [§, 1
During the “Visla” operation all Ukrainians were -de
ported from Javorets. After the 1947 the village dme
church of the St. Martyr Dmytryj (1846) were degtd.
Only a metal cross remained there, which is a symbo
abolishing serfdom in 1848.

In 1770 there was a church of St. Petro and Pavlo i
Buk. In the 1852 a new wooden one was built. InQL87
church was renovated. In the year 1939 there wéée 3
Ukrainians, 5 Poles and 5 Jews living in Buk [5].10
After the deportation of Ukrainians from Buk in 1704
church was plundered and destroyed.

Kalnytsya (Kalnica) was a large Ukrainian parish
and village in 1700. Church of St. Paraskeva hezhdly
existed in the year 1750. In 1939 there lived 6%@alh-
ians, 10 Poles and 20 Jews in Kalnytsya [5, 101947
Ukrainians were deported from their homeland. Churc
in Kalnytsya was destroyed in 1960's.

In the year 1750 the church of Archangel Myhayil
in Zavij (Zawoj) had already existed. The new chwurc
with the same name was built in 1860. Near thatathu
there was a wooden bell tower, with three bells e&m
Dmytro, Myhailo and Vasyl. After the deportation of
Ukrainians church and bell tower were burnt.

In the year 1610 the church of Archangel Myhayil
in Pryslip (Przystup) had also already existed.the
1939 there were 240 Ukrainians in Pryslip [5, 10Was
Ukrainian village. After deportation of Ukrainiaribe
church and the village were destroyed.

87

constituting Ukrainian national heritage, withiretsa-
cred landscape of Polish-Ukrainian borderland [11(B
11, 12].

Conclusions. Each church that was examined in
Tisna commune is a unique element of national dgeit
and presents a wide variety of architectural tephes,
as well as symbols of Ukrainian religious cult.

Churches were developed in common Ukrainian
traditions on the Polish-Ukrainian borderland, irtthg
the Tisna commune. “Byzantine Ukrainian” style and
“Boyko Ukrainian” style churches dominated in thee r
gion. Wooden construction was quietly characteristi
due to its features — mainly because of the faat ttiree
domes and cupola usually covered their tops. Clagich
built in 18-19" centuries, are considered to be a proof of
Ukrainian Bizantinestyle. Churches that remained till
these days are a relic of Ukrainian culture, ad archi-
tecture. World War Il and mass deportation of Ukiai
ans from their ethnic territories, that took pladeer the
War, had an enormous impact on this region. Chusrche
were destroyed. This practice led to the disappeearaf
churches from this landscape. As a result, thatioadl
landscape of original significance was complet@gt.|
Mass deportation of Ukrainians deprived villaged tre
whole region of its indigenous inhabitants. Chuechad
a similar fate as Ukrainians and these that rendatitie
present days are considered to be the evidence of
Ukrainian character in the region and its landscape

The study has shown that Ukrainian churches, not
only those located within the analyzed region, iegan
important reconstruction works, since they arengsi
their original significance. It is highly perspei to
reconstruct these churches and prepare them fqyuthe
poses of 3D visualization in order to conduct aailied
documentation.
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