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CONFESSIONAL SPACE AND ITS STRUCTURE
IN THE CONTEXT OF HUMAN GEOGRAPHY RESEARCH

On the basis of analysis of the works of many gt we concluded that the confessional spadéferent from the con-
cepts of confession, religious sphere and religepece. They all have different scientific explamatand interpretation, although
sometimes they have been used as synonyms in iaancial geography. Confessional space diffens freligious space, primar-
ily in the fact, that it does not include atheistgnostics and others, who do not associate theesselith any beliefs.

Confessional space — is a part of the religiousespiaat combines in a particular area religious camities, movements and
trends that are interconnected with each otheiiffigrent types and forms of relationships.

This our understanding of the confessional spaosvalus to form different types of structures, ngmterritorial, branch
(interior, confessional) and management, becausdléicts the territorial and branch connection. p¥esent the territorial structure
by such elements as: confessional point, confeab@anter, confessional area and confessional M/dgropose to allocate confes-
sional and geographical regions and subregionfi®yonfessional and geographical regionalizatidre Branch (internal, confes-
sional) structure of the confessional space of ldkrds represented by more than 55 different trendsfessions and movements.
The management structure is rather complex, ag/eeéigious confession has its own characteristicsmanagement. It has been
established, that the confessional space playspartant role in shaping of the public thinking armdirse of many social processes.

Key words:religious space, confessional space, geographgligfion, territorial structure of the confessiosalace, man-
agement structure of the confessional space, bréntdrnal, confessional) structure of the confasal space, confessional and
geographical regionalization, confession.

Isan Kocmawyx, Poman Kicine. KOH®ECIHHHH ITPOCTIP TA HOI'O CTPYKTYPA B KOHTEKCTI CYCITI/TBHO-
T'EOI'PA®IYHHX JOC/I/I’KEHD

B nmamiit crarti, 3 mo3umii cycninpHOI Teorpadii Ta Ha OCHOBI aHaNi3y 0araTboX HAYKOBHX Ipalb, PO3KPUBAETHCS MOHSITTS
«KOH(eCIHHMI TPOCTip» Ta HPOBOJUTHCA HOTO PO3MENKYBaHHS Bif TepMiHy <«peririiHui mpocrip». [IpoaHamizoBaHo Micre
KOH(eciiHOrO mpocTOpy B TeorpadivHOMYy NPOCTOpi. ABTOpaMH IIPOIOHYETHCS HOBHH IAXiJ IO BHUIUICHHS €JIEMEHTIB
TepUTOpiabHOI, rany3eBoi (BHYTpIlIHBOI, KOH(ECIiHOI) Ta yIpaBIiHCHKOI CTPYKTYpHU. B cTaTTi MpOIOBKEHO PO3BUTOK TEOPETUKO-
METOJI0JIOTIUHOT 6a3! CyCHiIbHO-TeorpadiqHOi HayKu — reorpadis pemirii.

Kniouosi cnosa: peniriiinuii npoctip, koHdeciituuii npoctip, reorpadis penirii, TepuTopiagbHa CTPyKTypa KoH(eECciHHOTo
[POCTOpY, YIPABIHChKA CTPYKTYpa KOH(ECIHHOro mpocTopy, ranyseBa (BHyTpillHs, KOH(eCiHa) cTpyKTypa KOH(pECIHOro mpo-
cTopy, koH(eciliHo-reorpadiune pailoHyBaHHs, KOH(ECIs.

Hean Kocmawyk, Poman Kucunoe. KOHOECCHA/IBHOE ITPOCTPAHCTBO H EI'O CTPYKTYPA B KOHTEKTCE
OBIJECTBEHHO-TEOT'PA®HYECKHX HCCIENOBAHHH

B nanHO# cTarthe, ¢ MO3MIMI OOIIECTBEHHOM reorpauy 1 Ha OCHOBE aHAIN3a MHOTHX HayYHBIX TPYHOB, PACKPBIBACTCS I10-
HATHE «KOH(ECCHOHAIBHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO» U IMPOBOJUTCS €r0 pasrpaHUYEHHE OT TEPMHHA «PEIMTHO3HOE MPOCTpaHcTBO». [Ipoana-
JIM3MPOBAHO MECTO KOH()ECCHOHAIBFHOTO IPOCTPAHCTBA B Te0rpaduueckoM MPOCTPAHCTBE. ABTOPAMH NIPEIJIaraeTcsi HOBBIH HOAXO0N
K BBIICJICHHIO 9JIEMEHTOB TePPUTOPHAIBLHOMN, OTpacieBoil (BHYTpeHHEH, KOH(PECCHOHAIIBHOM) U yIPaBICHYECKOM CTPYKTYpHI. B cTa-
ThE IPOJIOJDKEHO Pa3BUTHE TEOPETHKO-METOJ0JIOINYECKOit 6a3bl 0011eCTBEeHHO-TeorpaduuecKoil Hayku — reorpadus peMrum.

Knroueevie cnosa: penuruo3Hoe IPOCTPAHCTBO, KOH(ECCHOHANBHOE MIPOCTPAHCTBO, Ieorpadus PesIuruy, TeppUTOpHaIIbHAS
CTPYKTypa KOH(ECCHOHAIBHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA, YIPaBICHIECKas CTPYKTypa KOH(ECCHOHAIBHOrO MPOCTPAHCTBA, OTpacieBas (BHYT-
peHHsisl, KOH(ecCHOHaIbHAs) CTPYKTYpa KOH(ECCHOHAIBHOTO MPOCTPAHCTBA, KOH(pECCHOHaNbHO-Teorpaduyueckoe pailoHUpoBaHue,
KoHpeccHs.

Introduction. One of the critical problems aris- science — the geography of religion. It is assedatith
ing for a modern society, which is experiencingian important problems of society, particularly — toeov
formation stage of its development, is inter-ethara come ethnic and religious conflicts. Today suchdigtsi
inter-confessional relations, the problem of cosif@sal become of particular relevance in Ukraine, where th
peace. Scientific research of the religious andfen  situation between the two Orthodox denominations,
sional space is inevitable today. The social and- ge namely the Ukrainian Orthodox Church and the Ukrain

graphical research of sacral space has a particeiles ian Orthodox Church of Kiev Patriarchate, has aggra
vance, as it allows identifying clearly and tracitige vated. Therefore, this research topic is relevaunt ger-
territorial differences in the confessional spagader- spective, as it promotes the development of a #imai
standing the reasons of the origin of religiousflicis and methodological framework of sacral geography,

and making appropriate predictions, developing wafys which gives better understanding and forms new ap-
their decrease and manifestation. Research ofdahfes- proaches of social and geographical research ahlsac
sional space is one of the most important areasieh- spaces in turn.

tific research of a contemporary social and gedycab
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Literature review. In the course of research, we

Main contents of research.Today, there is no

have studied many works of various scholars, sugeh a clear scientific definition of “confessional spac&ome

K. Mezentsev, K. Gorina, I. Filimonova, A. Murzagev
S. Safronova, S. Andryeyanova,
V. Bulaeva, O. Balabeykinoya, A. Kovalchuk,
A. Kuchabskiy, V. Patiychuk, L. Klyuchko, Yu. Kolkat

and others. However, most works of these scientists

equate confessional space with religious spacesam
works have not developed the studies about theesenf
sional space itself. Therefore we can say thatptiod-
lem has originated in the social and geographiciaihse
but remains unresolved and needs further reseavah f
the standpoint of methodology of the social geolgyap

Novelty of this research article.Today there are
no clear methodological grounds of the basic cotscep
principles and approaches to the scientific reseanc
social geography. Therefore, the formation of tbha-c
cept basis and its scientific basing exactly frw posi-
tion of social and geographical research is an mapb
aspect. This article focuses on the basing of sucan-
cept as “confessional space”, its territorial, lofarfin-
ternal, confessional) and management structureyedls
as on the distinction between this concept andie¢ha
“religious space”.

Problem statement.The purpose of the scientific
research highlighted in this article is to analgzésting
definitions and scientific basing of the concept'adn-
fessional space” from the standpoint of social gaply,
as well as to offer its territorial and branch émor, con-
fessional) structure. According to the purpose,weze
facing the following objectives: 1) to analyze apgehes
to the definition of the “confessional space” offelient
scientists, social geographers as well as religsmisn-
tists, social scientists and others; 2) to placdassional
space in the geographical area; 3) to offer elesneht
the territory and branch (interior and confessipsaiuc-
ture of the confessional space.

religious studies scholars, philosophers and sacign-

A. Akhiezera, tists equate this notion with the notion of “retigs

space”. But these concepts are distinguished imalsoc
geography.

According to O. Ahyezera, space is the problem of
correlation of the subject’s consciousness to hisgnal
space and space in general [1, p. 29]. A. Huseljevas
that space is a spiritual continuum, geographioahlt
ization or premises where a person is or livep[37].
Thus, the concept of geographical space appedrisai
philosophical category with the objective, geneaabl
cognitive forms of existence of material entities ab-
jects within it.

Geographical space in its structure consists of the
following spaces as near space, high atmosphere, ge
graphical cover between the tropopause and therlowe
boundary of the crust (Moho discontinuity) and tire
derlying layers of the upper nadastenosphere mantle

The space of geographic environment consists of
natural-geographic, socio-geographical (social) ecot
nomic-technical.

The socio-geographical space of society together
with all spheres of the geographical environmenthes
most dynamic and is a space-time combination ofaoc
objects, phenomena and processes in conjunctidm wit
the natural surroundings. The ideas of the soam a
geographical space were presented for the first tiy
professor of the Lund University (Sweden)
T. Heherstrand in early 70’s of XX century. The ibaxf
this theory is the idea of disclosure of space tamd in
the form of a single, indivisible space-time orgation
[3, p. 17]. It is divided into recreational-tourigtduca-
tional, scientific, cultural, welfare, etc. Mostiesatists
refer the religious space to the structure of caltapace,
and confessional accordingly to the religious (Big.

Geographical space
Socio-geographical (social) space
Cultural space

Religious space

Confessional space

Fig. 1. The place of confessional space in the gemse

According to K. Horina, confessional space is a col landscapes [5, p. 42-43].

lection of all religions and all beliefs in a pattiar area,
area of distribution of which can be regarded akedin
pendent subspaces [4, p. 9].

A. Muzalev proposes to consider the confessional
space as the ecosystem, highlighting its “geogcabhi
components that may have a certain territory cgini,

I. Filimonova understands confessional space as acharacterize other elements of the social landseage
complex geoethnoconfessional system, components ofre the organizing and transforming power of soaial

which are carriers of faith and cultural landscagbe-
ments, consisting of elements of religious and lsecu
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cultural life of the population of a certain teory. These
include religious institutions and their followensli-
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gious infrastructure — material base of worshipjttarial
characteristics of religious worship and religiogdues
as one of the important components of the locahath
confessional systems [6, p. 159].

S. Safronov understands the confessional space as

the ratio of local spheres of influence of majdigiens
on the population [7, p. 7].

and muhtasibts of the Muslims) and confessional-sym
bols. The physical part of these complexes is thteral
base — capital structures: temples, churches, tatsz.
[7,p. 12].

K. Gorina believes that the confessional space as a
geographical phenomenon can be represented as-a rel
tionship of three elements: carriers of faith (thighful),

S. Andryeyanova thinks that confessional space is aa religious and cultural infrastructure and anilattive

part of geo-cultural space, which arose as a redutt-
teraction and development of the population’s cenfe
sional groups [8, p. 22].

V. Bulaev claims that confessional space is aiqual
tative characteristic of the territory, which isedlection
of territorial belonging and spiritual component ias
formation-energy component of the geospace [94p].1

and ritual component. Thus, the model of religigys-
tem is being formed and it is bound by spirituad @eo-
graphical (territorial) relationships between eletsethe
properties of which will depend on the selectiord an
correlation of these elements (4 9].

We propose to study the territorial structure af th
confessional space in quantitative and qualitativabi-

O. Balabeykina examines the confessional space asation in a particular area of all existing confess,

an area within which the religious activities asdhand
religious infrastructure facilities are located [P0 5].

trends and movements, and namely of their communi-
ties. To study the territorial structure we offeruse the

I. Kostaschuk understands confessional space as théllowing elements:

geographic combination of religious communities of
different confessions in a particular area andr timepact
on the population [11, p. 139].

. confessional point is a populated locality,
small in size where there is one or more confessan
movements that are represented in concentraticewf

The concepts of a religious sphere have also beereral or one community;

developed by us. It is widely used in social and-ge
graphical research of Ukrainian scholars, including
A. Kovalchuk, A. Kuchabskiy, V. Patiychuk,
L. Klyuchko, YU. Kohatko and others. All works give
the following definition of the religious spherat-s the
faithful, their religious organizations (from a seate
community to a big church), their religious acieét and
religious activities of the unfaithful part of sety inter-
connected together. That is, the religious actieftathe-
ists separates the religious sphere from the csioiesl
space.

Having studied definitions of various scholars, who
studied religious space, we concluded that the esnf
sional space is different from the concepts of essibn,
religious sphere and religious space. They all Hdifre
ferent scientific explanation and interpretatiolth@ugh

. confessional center is a populated locality that
is an important center for several confessions iamid
only communities but also confessional management
centers are focused in it, or it is an importatgrphage
center for any confession;

. confessional area is a small area, in which
communities of one prevailing confession or movetmen
with a small inclusion of non-indigenous religiofee
that territory are centered;

. confessional node is a relatively small and
compact territory, where several religious centansl
areas are concentrated, there are close connections
among them and the similarity of confessional space
observed.

Confessional and geographical region and subre-
gion should be also allocated by the confessional a

sometimes in Ukrainian social geography were used a geographical regionalization.

synonyms. Confessional space differs from religious

space, primarily by the fact, that it does not el athe-

Confessional and geographical region — is a region,
in which specific features of the manifestation and

ists, agnostics and other people who don't asseciat course of interconfessional relations appear, ahitiw

themselves with any beliefs.

has historical and geographical and religious atiares-

Under confessional space we propose to understandics of a common development.

the part of the religious space that unites religicom-
munities of different confessions, movements ardds
in a particular area, which are connected by @bt
between them.

Our understanding of the confessional space allows

to form different types of structures, namely: iterial,
branch (interior, confessional) and managementuse
it reflects the territorial and branch connectitirshould

Confessional and geographical subregion — is a ter-
ritory, which is a part of the region, and is digtiished
by some differences of the confessional populatiom-
position.

Confessional (branch or functional and componen-
tial) structure is quite important for understamdof the
confessional space at any territorial level. Itresents a
confessional division of space into separate maligi

also be noted that subspaces may be considereth with confessions, trends and movements that are repeelsen

the studied space, such as Orthodox of variousesenf
sions, two branches of Catholicism and others.

According to S. Safonov, confessional space con-

sists of a territory combination of religious elents
These include: carriers of a certain faith, objexdtpub-
lic institutions related to maintenance and repotidn
of the confession. It also includes religious lzeyd, or-
ganizing religious activity management centerseofit
tory units (dioceses of the Orthodox Church, mtdtia

42

in a particular area.

We have developed a scheme of the branch (inter-
nal, religious) structure of the confessional spaée
Ukraine (Fig. 2), which presents all religious orga-
tions that are represented in Ukraine on Janua2p15.

We tried to make their classification by trendspfes-
sions and movements.
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Confessional space of Ukraine
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Considering the confessional space in Ukraine, asional area and confessional node. We proposelde

management structure, that is a set of governirieso  cate even confessional and geographical regions

of individual confessions, exercising hierarchigadir-

dered control of functional components of their fesn alization. The branch (internal, confessional) dtite of
sions in a particular area, is quite importanshbuld be  the confessional space in Ukraine is representaudrg

noted, that most spiritual confession managemertece

operating in Ukraine, are located abroad. Moscoatj-V  and we divide them into two groups: 1) Christianfes-

can, New York and other US centers, and centers ofsions, which include Orthodoxy, Catholicism andtBse

al
and

subregions by the confessional and geographicidmeg

than 55 different trends, confessions and movements

Protestant confessions that are managed from the- Eu tantism; 2) non-Christian movements, among which

pean Union continue to be the most influential enpp-
litical strategy of Ukraine.

Research of the confessional space is a very impor+ather complicated, as every religious confessias its

tant direction in social geography. own characteristics in management. It is intergstimat
Conclusions. Confessional space is a separate spiritual centers of the most confessions are é&mtat
socio-geographical concept, reflecting the partthod abroad of Ukraine. This space plays an importalet iro
religious space that combines in it religious comitieis shaping of the public thinking and course of maogia
of different confessions, movements and trends para processes.

ticular area, which are connected by interrelatim These studies are perspective. They should be
tween them. It has three kinds of its structurgaitteial, in the study of the religious space of Ukraine émeral
branch (internal, confessional) and management. Weand of its individual regions. This will allow betttrac-
represented territorial structure by the followiete- ing of the features of the formation and establishiof

ments: confessional point, confessional centerfessn relations between confessions.
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