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DEMOGRAPHIC PROCESSES IN THE CONTEXT OF REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
CONCEPTS

The study is dedicated to analyzing the role of demographic processes in the evolution of regional development concepts.
The article focuses on the most influential elements of regional development, one of which is the demographic process. The aim of
the research is to identify modern theoretical approaches to economic-regional development involving demographic indicators to
optimize regional policy in Ukraine. It is established that regional policy is developed under the influence of various theories that
seek to legitimize the role of state intervention in national economic processes, the relationship between regions (communities) and
the state, and the efficient use of productive forces. It is found that modern geographical science contains many alternative models of
regional development (dynamic and spatial). The most common concepts of regional development include neoclassical, cumulative
growth, regional growth, and the modern concept of regional clusters. It has been observed that concepts and approaches to regional
development over time have evolved towards emphasizing the importance and utilization of human potential, experience, and
knowledge as crucial elements of regional development, and research in this direction still requires further improvement and devel-
opment.

The conclusions highlight the importance of regional development in the context of demographic processes amid economic
crisis. The practical significance of the obtained results lies in their potential utilization for the formulation and implementation of
state economic policy. The use of a comprehensive approach in the development of regional development concepts, taking into ac-
count all factors and regularities, which potentially contributes to strengthening the development potential of the territory, can have a
positive impact on population development and addressing demographic and economic crisis issues. Further research is aimed at
conceptualizing the target model of modern regional development.
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Problem Statement. The issue of deepening the which is a complex and dynamic process. Therefore, its
approach to regional development and particularly study requires an analysis of the concepts of the regional
identifying the significance of demographic processes economic system and the factors influencing its
within it is becoming increasingly relevant. Regional elements.
development, by its nature, is an economic concept that Analysis of Recent Research and Publications. A
takes into account the mutual influence of economic significant  number  of  researchers, including
activity and market integration on geographical regions. T. Prykhodchenko [17], O. Todorova [19],
The theoretical and methodological development of Yu. Kharchenko [20], M. Pashkevich, S. Shagoyan [16],
regional studies lies in the plane of deepening the have studied the impact of regional development and
research object by rethinking new processes and demographic processes on the Ukrainian economy, in-
phenomena that require comprehensive study of cluding modern concepts and strategies. |. Bryzhan,
regularities, principles, factors, and instruments of V. Chevganova, O. Hryhor'yeva, L. Svystun examine the
regional development. At the present stage of Ukraine's state of socio-economic development of regions based
economic development, it is characterized by socio- on demographic forecasts [2]. L. Buyanovska,
economic inequality between regions, increasing V. Yavormka, V. Bezuhly point out that regional devel-
disparities in the development of each region, and opment influences demographic  processes [3].
significant differences in the sectoral structure of the I. Hukalova focuses on the formation of a strategy for
economic system. In particular, the invasion of the demographic development in rural areas [4]. O. Didenko,
Russian Federation into Ukraine, which escalated into a A. Myroshnychenko indicate that regional development
full-scale war, worsened the situation and led to the is impossible without effective state policy, namely the
destruction of Ukrainian cities and towns, the destruction set strategic goals: multilevel governance, increasing
of vital infrastructure in many regions and communities, competitiveness of regions, support for regions at all
forced displacement of millions of people, and levels — social, economic, environmental, humanitarian,
significant changes in the demographic situation in etc. [5]. V. Yemets focuses on the formation of a strate-
various regions. New challenges, which were not even gy for regional development [7]. S. Shults, O. Lutsky,
taken into account for planning for various reasons, have L. Simkiv provide a classification of external and inter-
now become dominant and will continue to affect nal factors of regional development, including social
Ukraine and its regions for a long time. Among them is conditions, demographic processes, economic, political-
the strategic management of regional development, legal, etc. [21]. S. Korinayevsky cites successful
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examples of EU countries supporting regional
development at a high level. The author notes that
Ukraine should borrow this experience [9].

A. Lelechenko examines the concept of "regional
policy"and presents mechanisms for the formation and
implementation of regional policy in Ukraine [11].
N. Makhnachova, 1. Semenyuk defines important goals
and methodology for community strategy formation
[12]. O. Bilenko, S.Horban define important goals of
demographic processes in Ukraine in modern conditions
[1]. O. Ovdin examines the categories and concepts of
state management of demographic processes as an
element of regional development [15]. H. Kish presents a
classification of factors of regional development into
internal and external factors, among the external factors
are those related to cause-and-effect relationships of

external influence, adjacent factors related to
demographic  development, political-legal  factors
(influencing the implementation of legal projects

affecting migration attractiveness, the state of the legal
situation in the country also affects natural and migration
movement),  socio-economic  factors  (providing
population needs at levels of infrastructure development,
education,  health, services, housing, working
conditions), technological factors are also highlighted as
one of the most important external factors of region
development, historically formed systems of productive
forces placement are also related to the demographic
component through formed settlement systems [8].

Previously unresolved aspects of the overall
problem. First of all it's worth mentioning regional
development is fundamentally an economic concept. In
initial  attempts to identify effective regional
development concepts, significant attention was paid to
the impact of economic activities on territorial
development. Consequently, efforts to identify more
comprehensive concepts are still in the developmental
stage. There is an evident need for comprehensive
research into demographic processes as key factors in the
development of Ukraine's regions. This would allow for
an understanding of the evolution and interrelationship
of regional development concepts.

Formulation of the article's purpose. The
objective of this study is to formulate a new paradigm
for regional development and demographic indicators
based on a comprehensive analysis of concepts and an
assessment of the current situation, particularly in light
of the ongoing conflict and the general situation in
Ukraine, as well as within its regions and regional
communities.

Presentation of the main research material.
When forming an effective system of regional
development, it is possible to ensure a high level of
socio-economic progress for the country. The region is
not only a subsystem of the socio-economic complex of
the state but also a relatively independent part with a
particular manifestation of a complete cycle and a
reproductive stage, characterized by certain features of
the course of socio-economic processes [17]. In the
region, a complete cycle of reproduction of the following
systems takes place: population and labor resources;
basic funds and circulating funds; a part of the state's
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wealth; monetary circulation; production of goods;
distribution, consumption, and exchange of products
[14]. In a market situation, the role and function of each
region primarily lie in shaping economic relations and
the living environment of the population. The regions of
the country are classified by various indicators and
criteria, such as the level of economic development,
population density and growth rates, economic
specialization, structure of the economy, availability of
natural resources, level of development of industrial and
social infrastructure, demographic situation. The main
object of regional development management is the
regions that are part of the territory of Ukraine, which,
for the purpose of ensuring effective management of the
socio-economic development of the state, are divided
into administrative-territorial units. The formation of the
human potential of regions and states is considered as
the ability to ensure the demographic reproduction of the
population and to acquire in the future such qualitative
indicators as social protection, education, and healthcare.
The population is the basis for the formation of human
potential and determines its characteristics, reproduction,
and dynamics [3, p. 27]. Regional development is a
process of humanitarian, social, environmental,
economic, and other positive changes in each region.
The main task is to clarify the regional productive forces,
flows of people, physical resources, goods, services,
capital, information, systems of connections, and
relations (both territorial and temporal) [11, p. 123].
Also important is the functioning of the regional
economy, which ensures sustainable and balanced
reproduction of the socio-economic, resource, and
environmental potential of the region, as well as
parameters of the level and quality of life of the
population. There are a number of factors influencing the
development of the region, which are detailed in
Figure 1.

According to the study, three main factors of
influence on the development of the region were
identified: external, national and regional factors. The
most significant in the context of the topic of the article
are the factors of the regional level, in particular, the
state of demographic indicators of any region, and the
importance of human and social capital is separately
emphasized.

The concepts of regional development have been
improved, changed and evolved into their current form
over the years. There are a number of theories of
regional development, which are described in Table 1.

The theories of regional development mentioned
above are significantly influenced by the distribution of
demographic processes and indicators. For instance, in
neoclassical theory, the primary focus is on creating new
jobs by utilizing unused production capacities,
increasing labor productivity, and improving production
organization. Growth theories based on the region's
competitive advantages include one factor of regional
development related to the size and qualification of
human resources. Consequently, if demographic
indicators worsen or are unacceptable, then these and
other theories will not succeed.
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Fig. 1 Factors influencing regional development

Source: compiled by the author based on [8]

Name of the theory
Neoclassical theories

Theories of growth on the

region’s competitive ad-
vantages

Theories of cumulative
development

Institutional theory

New theories of economic

development (economic
geography, economic
growth models, etc.).

Table 1

Main paradigms and theories of regional development and growth

Characteristics
The region's growth is driven by rising aggregate demand, capital
accumulation and investment efficiency, job creation through the use of unused production
capacity, a competitive market system, the introduction of new technologies, increased
productivity and better production organization
Uneven regional development is a temporary phenomenon, and based economic growth
reduces regional disparities. According to the theory, there are a number of factors that in-
fluence the uneven development of regions: economies of scale, regional convergence,
availability of natural resources, the number and qualifications of labor resources, capital
stocks, and the level of technological innovation
Economic growth is associated with the emergence of growth centers and channels of their
diffusion, the formation of clusters of growth centers, the diffusion of innovations and inno-
vations, and economies of scale. The national economy grows unevenly across all regions,
with different intensities and different effects
Capital accumulation and economies of scale are evidence of economic growth, not its
source. Historical traditions and institutional structures play an important role in ensuring
economic growth. Property rights and contractual rights and obligations are important
sources of economic growth
Spatial factors of growth include various economies of scale, regional economic transporta-
tion costs, mobility and agglomeration of factors of production, as well as spatial and multi-
ple effects of interaction of economic factors. Human capital is an important endogenous
factor of economic growth in the context of imperfect competition. The formation of clusters
and value chains is recognized as a form and mechanism for increasing national and regional
competitiveness and accelerating economic development.

Source: compiled by the author based on [6;10;

Changes in population distribution in regions affect
their economic potential and social structure. Increases
and decreases in population size impact the labor market,
resource availability, infrastructure, and other aspects of
regional development. Demographic processes such as
natural growth, migration, and age structure determine
the potential for economic growth in the region. For
example, regions with stable natural growth have higher
demand for labor and consumer goods, which is
favorable for business and infrastructure development.
The distribution of demographic processes and
population indicators can also influence regional

21]
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development by concentrating population in certain areas
and altering the economic activity and socio-cultural
dynamics of the territory.

The new stage in the genesis of the theory of
regional development began with the recognition of the
importance of territorial identification, its role as a
competitor and partner of other territories, as a specific
subject of economic relations. Accordingly, the theory of
stimulating (increasing) regional competitiveness has
become a new theory of regional development. It takes
into account all the existing regional theories and
concepts, methods and ideas of economic and social
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theory and provides for the use of its own innovative
mechanisms for ensuring territorial development [15].
The interest in this concept is not only scientific but also
practical, as all countries and regions strive to become
more developed and competitive.

The authors found that none of the analyzed
theories is successful enough to be applied in practice.
This is due to the fact that the above-mentioned certain
paradigms and theories of regional development are
similar to each other, in particular, the theory of
cumulative development and new theories of regional
economic development. Among the new theories, only
economic geography analyzes transportation costs.
Including transportation costs in endogenous growth
models would make them more economically realistic.
At the same time, some theories analyze positive market
externalities, but the analysis itself is rather conditional.

The above analysis of regional development
theories can contribute to the formulation and
implementation of effective regional policies and the
creation of a theoretical framework for reducing
disparities between the poorest and richest regions.
However, it should be emphasized that there are
currently various attempts to integrate different theories
of regional growth with modern theories of the research
material.

The modern theory of regional innovation
development includes the following: the theory of an
innovative regional cluster, the theory of regional
development of endogenous technological progress, the
theory of an innovation network and the theory of a
regional innovation system.

The theory of the innovative regional cluster is to
intensify the activities of firms in the region with
undeniable competitive advantages through completely
new products, which is associated with the operation of
the cluster system. As we can see, this concept does not
mention human activity, as the focus is on the
commodity product.

The essence of the theory of regional development
of endogenous progress is the introduction of product
and technological innovations - the main means of
ensuring innovative regional development. It also
emphasizes the role of venture capital funds and
enterprises as business entities that encourage the
transformation of new scientific results into real
products. But the most important thing in this theory,
which is important for solving the problems of the
article, is the involvement of scientific knowledge and
the accumulation of human capital in economic
development. This has a significant impact on the
development of human and financial capital, and,
accordingly, makes people one of the main factors of
regional development.

An important element of the innovation network
theory is cooperation between business entities. The
main goal of developing such a network is to reduce
risks, uncertainty, and gain access to information and
knowledge. This theory also mentions people, as it has
been found that close ties between customers and
suppliers determine a high degree of specialization of
companies through vertical disintegration.

The theory of the regional innovation system also
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mentions people. Accordingly, the essence of the theory
is a set of economic, political, and institutional ties that
arise in a certain geographical area and generate
collective learning processes that facilitate the rapid
dissemination of knowledge and best practices.

Modern concepts of regional development are
aimed at solving the following tasks: justifying the
transition from socially oriented to globally oriented
regional policy, exploring new paradigms of regional
integration and cooperation. Sustainable development of
the region in social and economic terms means not only
maximizing and improving internal and external credit
resources to meet the needs of local residents, but also
improving the standard of living and quality of life while
overcoming unfavorable socio-economic and
environmental trends that have arisen in connection with
the full-scale invasion.

In regional development, population resettlement is
of great importance, which is a process that covers the
spread of the population across the territory and is
associated with its increasingly intensive economic
development and spatial movement.

The concept of a settlement system should be
understood as a set of settlements in a certain territory,
unequal in number of inhabitants and functions, united
by various types of connections, common engineering
infrastructure, a single network of public centers for
social and cultural services and places of mass
recreation. It is important to note that the leading place
in the state's settlement system is occupied by the centers
of metropolitan urban agglomeration, i.e., zones of
maximum spatial concentration, usually large and
medium-sized satellite cities. These are special
manifestations of the territorial organization of urban
settlements and population distribution.

The regions of Ukraine have suffered differently
from destruction, internal and external migration, and
this has long-term consequences for the demographic
situation of the regions, so special attention should be
paid to the differences between the regions.

In modern concepts, the demographic process is
seen as an element of regional development that
influences its course. And this is not in vain, since the
population of a region is not only the basis for the
formation of social infrastructure, but also an important
factor in its further development and improvement. The
population is both the object of service provision and the
subject of production activities of enterprises,
organizations and infrastructure facilities. Accordingly,
economic development, quality social services and
health care in the regions have a positive impact on
demographic processes [2, c. 3].

The development of infrastructure depends on the
demographic dynamics of the region, the level of
population reproduction, the share of people with
disabilities in the regional structure, and the level of
employment of workers in the production process.
Demographic factors in the development of social
infrastructure make it possible to organize the activities
of sectoral and territorial structures more rationally,
taking into account the concentration of population and
regional demographic features.

Analyzing the current Ukraine's

state  of
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demographic component, identifying trends and finding
ways to reproduce and revive the nation should already
be one of the state's priorities. Unfortunately, Ukraine
has been experiencing a demographic crisis for years,
exacerbated by the war. Its causes include low birth
rates, lack of adequate support for families, high
mortality, poor health, high prevalence of chronic
diseases, and significant emigration abroad.

The most important results expected from the use of
modern concepts are improving the quality of life of the
population, increasing the socio-economic potential of
the region, and sustainable development of the entire
socio-economic system of the region as a whole [13].
Therefore, concerted efforts at all levels of government,
a competent policy of regional economic development,
creation of favorable working and educational conditions
for the population, and support for families are important
for increasing the competitiveness of the regional
economy and achieving an appropriate level of
socialization of the population [18]. Accordingly, with
the improvement of regional development, the
demographic situation not only in a particular territory
but also in the whole of Ukraine will intensify and
improve.

Conclusions. The demographic process in the

country has a significant impact on regional
development. It is found that regional policy is evolving
under the influence of various theories that try to
legitimize the share of state intervention in national
economic processes, the relationship between regions
(communities) and the state, and the efficient use of
productive forces. The most common concepts of
regional development include neoclassical, classical and
neo-Keynesian theories, theories of endogenous regional
development, the theory of the innovative regional
cluster, the theory of the innovation network and the
theory of the regional innovation system. The concepts
have evolved to recognize the use of human potential,
their experience and knowledge as the main factors of
regional development.

It is important to formulate and implement an
economic policy that will contribute to the country's
economic and demographic growth. It should provide for
the creation of new jobs, promotion of entrepreneurship,
attractive investment conditions, and development of
regional infrastructure. The subject of further research in
this area is the development of measures that should be
effectively implemented to prevent a demographic crisis
and, accordingly, enable the development of regions in
Ukraine during the war and post-war reconstruction.
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JIEMOT'PA®IYHI ITPOIIECH Y BUMIPI KOHIENIIA PEFTTOHAJIBHOI'O PO3BUTKY

VY wiii cratTi JOCHIIKYEThCS B3aEMO3B'SI30K JeMOrpadiqHUX MPOIECiB Ta €BOJIOLIT KOHIIEMIIN perioHaJbHOrO PO3BUTKY 3
ypaxyBaHHSM iX BIUIMBY Ha PerioHajbHy NOJITUKY B YKpaiHi. Po3misHyTi pi3Hi Teopii, Taki K HEOKIIACHYHA, KyMYJIATUBHUH PICT Ta
perioHaNbHI KacTepy, 3a3Ha4al0uu iXHIO 3aJIOKHICTD Bif JeMorpadiyHnX mokasHUKiB. JOCHiUKeHHsT Mae Ha MeTi BUSIBUTH Cy4acHi
TEOPETUYHI MiXOJH 10 €eKOHOMIYHOT'O Ta PETiOHAIBHOTO PO3BHTKY 3 BUKOPUCTAHHSAM JeMOTpadiYHNX IMOKA3HUKIB IS ONTHMIi3allii
perioHanbHOT MOMITHKY B YKpaiHi. BcTaHOBIEHO, IO perioHanbHA MONIITHKA PO3BUBAETHCS 1] BIUIMBOM Pi3HOMaHITHUX TEOpiH, SKi
BUIIPABIOBYIOTH A€pXKaBHE BTPYYaHHS B €KOHOMIUHI IIPOIECH, MI>KpETiOHaIbHI BITHOCHHY Ta €()eKTHBHE BUKOPHUCTAHHS IPOLYKTH-
BHHX pecypciB. CydacHa reorpadiuHa Hayka NPOIIOHY€ UYHCICHHI MOJETI PErioHaJbHOTO PO3BHUTKY, MiIKPECIIOIOUH BaXKIIHBICTH
neMorpadivHuX MOKa3HUKIB B KOHTEKCTI €KOHOMIYHUX KpH3. IIpakThdHe 3HAYCHHs IMX BHCHOBKIB MOJATa€ B 1X MOTCHLIHHOMY
3acTocyBaHHI Uil GOPMYITIOBaHHS Ta peatizawil Jep)KaBHOI eKOHOMIYHOI MTOJIITHKH.

Ioganeii gocmimkeHHs HEOOXiAHI Ui y3araabHEHHsS LiNbOBOI MOJENI Cy4acHOrO PErioHAIbHOTO PO3BUTKY, 30KpeMa B
YMOBaX COL[IOEKOHOMIYHUX HEPiBHOCTEH, NOrianOIeHNX KOHMIIKTIB, TaKKX sIK BTOPTHEHHsT pociiicbkol denepauii B Ykpainy. Hocmi-
JOKEHHS BKa3ye Ha Te, M0 €eKTHBHICTh PEriOHaJIbHOTO PO3BHUTKY 3aICKHUTH BiJl €(eKTUBHOI JIep>KaBHOI MOTITHUKH, CIIPIMOBAHOI Ha
JIOCSITHEHHSI CTPATETiYHUX 1ijeH, 6araTopiBHEBOTO YIPABIiHHS Ta IMiATPUMKH PETiOHIB Ha Pi3HUX piBHAX. Brokpemiieno 3HauymicTs
neMorpadiqHuX MPOLEciB, COIIaATbHUX YMOB, €KOHOMIYHHMX (DaKTOpPIiB Ta TEXHOJIOTIYHHX JOCSTHEHb Y PETiOHAIBHOMY PO3BHTKY.
[HTerpytoun pizHi Teopii Ta cygacHi KOHIENIIT, ITOJITHKN MOXYTb C(OPMYITIOBAaTH MIIlHI peTiOHATEHI ITOJITHKI 3 METOI0 CTUMYJIIO-
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BaHHS COLIAIbHO-€KOHOMIYHOTO 3pOCTaHHS Ta BUPINIEHHS AeMOTpadidHUX BUKINKIB B YkpaiHi. CTaTTs BKa3ye Ha Te, IO IT0JaJIbIIi
JOCITI/KEHHST TOBUHHI 30CepeIUTHCS Ha Po3poOli cTpaTerii st moaonaHHs AeMorpadiuHiX KpU3 Ta CIPUSHHS PErioHabHOMY
3pOCTaHHIO MiJ Yac MepiofiB KOH(IIKTY Ta MiCAIBOEHHOI peKOHCTpyKHii. IIIngxom BUpILIEHHS UUX BHUKIUKIB Ta BHKOPHCTaHHS
neMorpadiyHUX TeHAEHLIH MOJITUKKA MOXYTh MPALIOBATH HAJ JOCSITHEHHSIM COIIIOEKOHOMIYHOTO MPOCYBAHHS Ta IiJBHUILICHHS 3ara-
JIBHOTO piBHS OJaromnosyqys y rpoMagax YKpaiHu.
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Kawuosi cnoBa: pozsumox, pezion, demozpagiune cmanosuwe, paxmopu, meopii po3eumxy.
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