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TERRITORIAL ORGANIZATION OF CONFESSIONAL SPACE
OF THE WESTERN REGIONS OF UKRAINE

The study is devoted to the coverage of the territorial organization of the modern confessional space of the regions of
Western Ukraine, which was formed under the influence of complex historical and geographical factors, namely the formation of
Ukraine, socio-political life of individual regions, the influence of Western civilization, national liberation movements, ethnic
composition and more.

The Western Ukrainian region, to which we include 8 oblasts, namely: Zakarpattia, Lviv, Volyn, Rivne, Ternopil, Ivano-
Frankivsk, Chernivtsi and Khmelnytskyi, is distinguished by a high level of religious mosaic and activity of the population, which is
manifested in high rates of provision with religious communities and organizations, a high proportion of those who consider
themselves believers and attend worship services weekly or at least once a month, and other indicators. It is interesting that in the
territory of Western Ukraine such historical and geographical lands are separated as Volyn, Zakarpattia, Halychyna, Northern
Bukovina, Southern Bukovina, part of Dorohoishchyna and Podillya, which certainly emphasizes this region as special for studying
the geographical features of the formation of confessional space. Orthodoxy in the study region predominates in Chernivtsi,
Khmelnytskyi, Volyn, Rivne, and Zakarpattia oblasts, and Greek Catholicism predominates in Halychyna (lvano-Frankivsk, Lviv,
and Ternopil oblasts). It is interesting that Roman Catholics are quite prominent in the confessional structure in the Khmelnytskyi
oblast, where Poles occupy a significant share in the ethnic structure. Protestantism is present in all regions, but it is most
concentrated in Volyn and Northern Bessarabia. In Zakarpattia oblast there is a separate denomination — the Transcarpathian
Reformed Church, which is mainly professed by Hungarians.

It is established that the confessional space differs not so much by administrative-territorial boundaries as by historical-
geographical regions, which confirms the idea of the main influence on the process of its formation of historical-geographical
features of territory formation, ethnic composition, demographic processes and other socio-political factors. .

Key words: confessional space, Western Ukraine, religious activity of the population, Orthodoxy, Catholicism, Protestantism.

Isan Kocmawyx. TEPHTOPIAJIBHA OPTAHI3AIIIA KOH®ECIHHOIO ITPOCTOPY 3AXITHHX OBJIACTEH
YKPAIHH

JocimKeH s TPUCBSIYSHO BICBITICHHIO TEPUTOPIaIbHOT OpraHizamii Cy4acHOro KOH(EeCiifHOTo mpocTopy perioHiB 3axigHol
VYxpainn, sk copMyBaBcs i Ai€l0 CKIAJHUX ICTOpUKO-TeorpadiYHNX YMHHUKIB, a caMe (OpMyBaHHS TepuUTOpil YKpaiHu, cyc-
MTBHO-TIOMITHYHOTO JKATTA OKPEMHX PETiOHIB, BIUIMBY 3aXiTHOEBPOIEHCHKOI MUBINI3aIi], HAIIOHAIHHO-BU3BONBHIX PYXiB, €THIU-
HOTO CKJIa/Ty HaceJIeHHs TOIIO.

3axiJJHOYKpaTHCHKHI pETioH, 10 SKOro MM BiHOCcHMO 8 obnacTeil, a came: 3akapnaTcbky, JIbBiBCbKY, BonuHCbKY, PiBHEHCH-
Ky, TepHominbceKy, IBaHO-DpaHKiBebKy, UepHiBeIbKY Ta XMENbHUIBKY, BUIUIETBCS BUCOKUM PIBHEM pelliriifHoi Mo3aiqHOCTI Ta
AKTHBHOCTI HACEJICHHS, L0 MPOSBIISETHCS Y BHCOKMX MOKa3HHKaX 3a0e3MeYeHOCTI HAaceJIEHHs 1 HACENIEeHUX MYHKTIB peliriiHUMH
rpoMaJaMH Ta OpraHi3allisMH, BUCOKOIO YaCTKOIO THX, XTO BBa)XKae ceOe BipyIOUMMH 1 BI/IBi/ly€e IIOTYKHS ab0 MpHHAKWMHI pa3 y Mi-
csib OOTOCIYXKIHHS, Ta IHIIMMHU NMoOKasHWKamu. LlikaBuM € Te, mo Ha Tepurtopii 3axigHol YKpaiHH BHIUIIOTBCS TakKi iCTOPUKO-
reorpadivni 3emii sk Bomuns, 3akapnarrs, ['anmnanna, IliBHiuna Bykosuna, IliBnenna Bykosuna, wactkoBo Jloporoimuna ta ITo-
IS, 10 0€3yMOBHO MIAKPECIIOE el PEeTioH sIK 0COONMBUI ISl OCHIIKEHHS reorpadigHux ocobnmBocTel popMyBaHHS KOHe-
ciitnoro npoctopy. [IpaBociar’s B ociipKyBaHOMY perioHi nmepeBaxae y UepHiBenbkiid, XMenbHUIBKIH, BomnHCHKIH, PiBHEHCHKIH
Ta 3akaprmaTrcekiii obmactsx, a Ha [ammumni (IBano-@pankiBcbka, JIpBiBCchka Ta TepHoOMiIbChKa 001acTi) IepeBa)kae TPEKo-
Karonu3M. LlikaBuM € Te, 1110 pUMO-KaTOJIMKU y KOH(DECiHIl CTPYKTYpi JOCHUTH MOMITHHUMH € Y XMeNIbHUIIBKIN 00acTi, e B eT-
HIYHIH CTPYKTYpi MOMITHY YacTKy 3aiiMatoTh nousiku. [IpoTecTaHTH3M Ipe/CTaBlIeHui B yCiX perionax, npoTe Haibinblue BiH 30ce-
pemxennit Ha Bonuni ta ITiBHiuHili Beccapabii. Y 3akapmartchkiit ob6macti nmpeacTaBieHa okpema KoHdecis — 3akaprarcbka pedop-
MaTopchKa IIepKBa, Ky B OCHOBHOMY CIOBIIyIOTh yropIii.

BcranoBiieHo, M0 KOH(ECIHHIA TPOCTIp BUPI3HAETHCS HE TaK 32 aMiHICTPATUBHO-TEPUTOPIATFHIMH MEXaMH, 5K 32 1CTO-
pHKO-reorpadiTHUMHA KpasiMy, IO MiATBEPXKY€E TYMKY IIPO OCHOBHUH BIUIMB Ha IIporec Horo popMyBaHHS iCTOPHKO-TeorpadiaHux
ocobnmBoCTell PopMyBaHHS TEPUTOPIi, ETHIYHOTO CKJIaqy HAaceleHHs, JeMorpadiqyHuX MPOIECiB Ta IHMIUX CYCHITBHO-TOMITHIHUX
YUHHUKIB.

Knrouosi cnosa: xoudeciitnuii mpocTtip, 3axigHa YkpaiHna, perniriiHa akTHBHICTh HaceJICHHS, MPABOCNAB’s, KATOJIUIU3M,
HPOTECTAHTH3M.

Hean Kocmawyx. TEPPUTOPUA/IBHAA OPI'AHU3ALIHA KOH®ECCHOHA/IBHOI'O IIPOCTPAHCTBA
3AITA/THBIX OBJIACTEH YKPAHHbBI

HccnenoBanue MOCBSIMICHO OCBEIICHUIO TEPPUTOPHATIBHON OpraHU3alUU COBPEMEHHOTO KOH(PECCHOHABHOTO POCTPaHCTBA
peruoHOB 3amagHON YKpawHBI, KOTOPOE CIOKHIIOCH IOJ ACHCTBHEM CIIOKHBIX HUCTOPUKO-Teorpaduieckux (GpakTopoB, a UMEHHO
(hOopMHPOBaHHS TEPPUTOPUH YKPaUHBI, OOIECTBEHHO-IIOIMTHICCKON YKU3HU OTIENBHBIX PETHOHOB, BIUSHHUS 3aI1aJHOCBPOIICHCKOM
LUBWIM3ALMH, HAIMOHAIBHO-0CBOOOJUTENBHBIX ABHKCHUH, STHUUECKOTO COCTAaBa HACEJICHU U TOMY IT0100HOe.
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3anaHO-yKPauHCKUH PETHOH, K KOTOPOMY MBI OTHOCHUM 8 o0JsiacTel, a UMEeHHO: 3akapnaTckyto, JIbBoBckylo, BonbiHCKYIO,
Posenckyro, Tepnononsckyto, Bano-dpaHkoBckyto, YepHOBUIIKYI0 U XMEIBHUIIKYIO, BBIACIAETCS BBICOKUM YPOBHEM PEIUTHO3-
HOM MO3aWYHOCTH M aKTUBHOCTH HACEJICHUS, IIPOSIBIISIETCS B BBICOKMX MTOKA3aTeIsIX 00eCIIeYeHHOCTH HACEICHNS! M HaCeNIeHHBIX ITyH-
KTOB PEJTUTHO3HBIMH OOIMHAMY M OpTaHU3aIMIMHI; BBICOKA JOJIS TeX, KTO CIMTAET Ce0s BEPYIOIINMH H TIOCEIIAeT eXEeHEIeTbHO HIIH
10 KpaifHeil Mepe pa3 B MecsIIl OOTOCIyKeH!s, ¥ IPYyTHMH IToKa3aTesiMH. VIHTepecHo, 4To Ha TepPUTOPUH 3anagfHoi YKpawHbI BEI-
JIETLTFOTCST TaKHe UCTOPUKO-Teorpadrdeckue 3eMian: Bomnbiae, 3akapnarse, ['anmmunna, CesepHast bykosnna, Oxnas Bykosuna, gac-
tuuHo Jloporoiimuna u Ilogonbe, uTo 0e3yclIOBHO MOAYEPKUBAET ITOT PETHOH KaK OCOOBIM [UIS MCClIef0BaHMS reorpaduueckux
ocobeHHocTel (HOPMHUPOBaHUS KOH(ECCHOHAIBHOTO MpocTpaHcTBa. [IpaBociaBie B MCCIEayeMOM perHoHe mpeobianaer B YepHo-
BUIKOH, XMenbHUIKOH, BonbiHckoi, PoBeHcKo# 1 3akapnarckoit o6nactax, a B ['anunuu (MBano-®pankosckas, JIsBoBckas u Tep-
HOTIONIbCKAsl 00JacTH) mpeobiagaeT rpeKo-KaToNMuIu3M. MHTepecHo, YTO KaTOJIMKU B KOH()ECCHOHANBHON CTPYKTYype AOCTaTOYHO
3aMeTHbI B XMeNbHUIIKOI 00/1acTH, TJie B 3STHUYECKOH CTPYKTYpe 3aMETHYIO JIOJTI0 3aHUMAIOT NMOJSAKU. [IpoTecTaHTH3M NpeacTaBieH
BO BCEX PErHOHAX, OJJHAKO OOJBIIE BCEro OH cocpenoToueH Ha Bombian u CeBepHoii beccapabuu. B 3akapnarckoii obmactu mpea-
CTaBJICHA OT/IeNbHAsI KOH(peccHs — 3akaprnaTckas pe)opMaTopcKast IepKOBb, KOTOPYIO B OCHOBHOM HCIIOBEAYIOT BEHTPEL.

VYcraHOBIE€HO, YTO KOH(ECCHOHAIBHOE IPOCTPAHCTBO OTIMYACTCS HE CTONBKO IO aIMHHUCTPATHBHO-TEPPHTOPHAIBHBIM
rpaHUNaM, Kak 10 HCTOPHKO-TeorpaguIecKuM KpasiM, U 3TO MOATBEPIKIaeT MHEHHE O TOM, YTO OCHOBHOE BIIMSIHHE HA HPOIECC €ro
(hopMHPOBaHHSA MUMEIOT HCTOPHKO-Teorpaduyeckue 0COOCHHOCTH (POPMHUPOBAHUS TEPPUTOPHH, 3THHUECKOTO COCTAaBa HACENCHHUS,
neMorpaduIeckux MpOLEcCcOoB U APYTUX OOIMIECTBEHHO-TIONMUTHYECKHX (DaKTOPOB.

Kniouesvie cnoga: xoH(pECCHOHATBHOE NPOCTPAHCTBO, 3amagHas YKpaWHA, PEUTHO3Has aKTHBHOCTH HACENCHUs, IPaBo-
CllaBHe, KaTOJIHUIU3M, IPOTECTAaHTU3M.

Formulation of the research problem. The end of of Podillya), T.I. Bozhuk (confessional space is consid-

the twentieth century was marked by complex ered as the basis for the development of religious tour-
transformations in the social life of Ukrainian society. ism), Yu.Ya. Gorodyskyi (pilgrimage of Lviv oblast),
This affected almost all sectors of the economic F.D. Zastavnyi, S.V. Pavlova, K.V. Mezentseva,
complex, infrastructure, socio-cultural, religious and 0.0. Lyubitseva (confessional space of the regions of
domestic life of the population, due to the collapse of the Ukraine), A.S. Kovalchuk (confessional space of the
Soviet Union and the socialist system of government. regions of Ukraine and Lviv oblast in particular),
Permission of free religion in 1988 led to drastic changes I.1. Kostashchuk (confessional space of separate regions
in the confessional space of the regions of Ukraine. Such of Western Ukraine), O.G. Kuchabsky, I.I. Rovenchak
changes were especially noticeable in Western Ukraine, and L.1. Shevchuk (Lviv oblast), V.O. Patiychuk (Volyn
where the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, banned for oblast) and others. However, their study is mainly
almost half a century, began to revive, and communities chronological data of the late twentieth century, which
of the Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church and do not take into account current trends in the confession-
various Protestant groups began to resume work. Within al space, which are not sufficiently studied.
a few years, Greek Catholicism had become the Identification previously unsolved parts of the
dominant trend in Halychyna, virtually displacing scientific problem. Despite the high scientific and
Orthodoxy. Such tendencies affected the socio-political practical relevance of this study, today there is almost no
and ethnocultural life of the population, as well as scientific work that would reveal the confessional space
determined the geopolitical vector of the region's of certain administrative-territorial or historical-
development. The confessional space played and geographical units of Western Ukraine in order to further
continues to play an important role in shaping the use it in shaping the strategy of state-confessional
worldview of society, as some denominations supported relations, including tourism activities, material and
the pro-European vector of state development, while spiritual culture, social and humanitarian spheres, etc.
others leaned towards the Russian (at that time still Also an important aspect of research on religious
Soviet) vector of geopolitical interaction. All this has led development is the analysis of the impact of its territorial
to certain territorial definitions in the confessional space differences, which have developed in different historical
of eight regions of western Ukraine, which can be traced and geographical areas of the studied region, on the
quite clearly today, playing an important role in shaping geopolitical, cultural, mental, social development of the
the geopolitical, political, electoral, cultural and other region.
spheres of public life in the region. Therefore, the topic Setting objections of the article. The main objec-
of this study is quite relevant, has practical significance tives set by the author during the research were to
and reveals the features of the territorial organization of substantiate the place of the western regions of Ukraine
the confessional space of the western oblasts of Ukraine. among others, in terms of religious activity of the
Analysis of recent research and publications. The population; coverage of the modern territorial
study of the geography of religion in Ukraine is devoted organization of the confessional space of the studied
to the works of such scientists of Ukraine as: region, as well as the identification of factors that
L.V. Ataman, T.1. Bozhuk, Yu.Ya. Horodyskyi, determine its formation in the region.
F.D. Zastavnyi, L.V. Kliuchko, A.S. Kovalchuk, Presentation of the main research material.
Yu.L. Kogatko, I.I. Kostaschuk,  O.H. Kuchabskyi, Western Ukraine is a region of Ukraine that covers the
0.0. Liubitseva, K.V. Mezentsev, K.A. Nemets, oblasts lying in its western part. There are different
L.M. Nemets, S.V. Pavlov, B.O. Patiychuk, scientific approaches and views for defining the concept
I.I. Rovenchak, L.I. Shevchuk, P.A. Shukanov and many of "Western Ukraine" and establishing its borders, which
others. It should be noted that the scientific works of are analyzed in the works of such scientists: M. Biletsky
L.V. Ataman are devoted to the study of the confessional and  A.Tolpigo, V.Popovkin, V. Bashtannyk,
space of the western regions of Ukraine (sacred spaces I. Belebykh, V.Bakum, V. Tikhonov, O. Shabliy,
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M. Dolishny, M. Palamarchuk, O. Palamarchuk,
S. Teleshun, V. Gureyev, B. Danylyshyn, O. Marynych,
F. Zastavny, M. Palamarchuk, M. Pistun,
S. Doroguntsov, A. Fedoryshchev, P. Maslyak,
P. Shishchenko, V. Krul and others, as well as the
Institute of Geography of the NAS of Ukraine, the
Institute of Regional Studies of the NAS of Ukraine and
the Council for the Study of Productive Forces of
Ukraine of the NAS of Ukraine. All offer somewhat
different schemes of socio-geographical and historical-
geographical zoning of the territory of Ukraine.
Therefore, based on the specifics of the formation of
religious space in the western regions of Ukraine, we
chose to study the region of Western Ukraine within the
limits outlined by O.l. Shabliy. These borders also
coincide with the borders of Western Ukraine in the
zoning of V. Bashtannyk and the borders of Halychyna

in the works of V. Tikhonov. Thus, in the region of
Western Ukraine in our research we include 8 regions:
Zakarpattia, Lviv, lvano-Frankivsk, Chernivtsi, Ternopil,
Khmelnytskyi, Volyn and Rivne.

In historical and geographical terms, these oblasts
are joined by the following historical and geographical
regions  (according to V.P.Krul): Zakarpattia
(Zakarpattia oblast), Halychyna (lvano-Frankivsk, Lviv
and most of Ternopil oblast), Northern Bukovina,
Northern Bessarabia, part of Dorohoishchyna (Chernivtsi
oblast), part of Podillya (Khmelnytskyi oblast) and part
of Volyn (Volyn, Rivne, northern Ternopil and part of
Khmelnytskyi oblast), which certainly allows us to better
trace the influence of historical, geographical, ethnic and
other factors on the formation of religious space (Fig. 1)

[1].

Western Ukraine
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)

A

-----

Historical and geographical division © L

e A e e
- omgma S

17 hyt®

—

obla®

Historical and geographical regions
(by V.P. Krul)

Bl Voiyn
B rodillya

- part of Dorohoi County of Romania

I Northern Bukovina
[ ] Northern Bessarabia
[ ] Zakarpattia

Halychyna

Fig. 1. Historical and geographical regions of Western Ukraine
(according to V.P. Krul) [1]
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In terms of general indicators — area, population,
number of settlements, national population structure,
etc., there are significant differences between Western
Ukraine and other regions of Ukraine (Table 1).

As you can see from the table, there are quite

significant differences between the area, population and
number of settlements in Western Ukraine and other
regions of Ukraine. The study region accounts for 21.7%
of the area of Ukraine and 23.7% of the population.

Table 1
The ratio of general indicators of the territory of Western Ukraine and other regions [5]
Indicators*

Territory Area Population Number Number of settlements
(km?) (people) of regions cities | smt villages

Western Ukraine 131 266 10574 173 8 134 164 8081

Western Ukraine (%) 21,7 23,7 32,0 29,1 18,5 28,5
Other regions of Ukraine 472 393 34012941 17 326 721 20304

Other regions of Ukraine (%) 78,3 76,3 68,0 70,9 81,5 71,5
All Ukraine 603659 44 587114 25 460 885 28385

*Taking into account the data for the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Sevastopol, Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts as of January

1,2014

According to the national structure of the
population, these two parts of Ukraine also differ
markedly (Table 2). Western Ukraine is a region with a
high proportion of ethnic Ukrainians (92.4%), while in
other oblasts this figure is much lower at only 73.5%.
Russians predominate among ethnic minorities, but with
a significant difference in proportion (2.8% in Western
Ukraine and 21.5% in other oblasts). In the study region,
Hungarians (1.4%) and Romanians (1.3%) have a
significant share in ethnic composition, and in other
oblasts the third largest ethnic minority is Crimean
Tatars, not exceeding even 1% and occupying only

0.7%. in the proportion of national population.

Such general differences between Western Ukraine
and other regions of Ukraine are usually a significant
factor in the formation of religious space and its
components. The regions of Western Ukraine have long
been more religiously active than other regions of
Ukraine. This can be explained by the fact that the
region we studied was the latest to become part of the
atheistic Soviet Union, which, of course, had a positive
effect on the preservation of both religious buildings and
low levels of atheism. This is confirmed by the data
shown in table 3.

Table 2
Comparison of the ethnic structure of the population of Western Ukraine and other regions (2001) [6]
Ethnic population groups, %%
w
@ s
[y %) © 12} wn
E 2|8 8|5 |8 |8 |z g
S % (5|2 |2 8|2 |E|s | |2 |3 %
o) = o) — = =
S | |& |2 |6 |8 |2 |& |& |8 |< |6 |8
Western Ukraine | 924 | 28 | 03 | 07 | 00 | 00| 14 | 13 | 05| 01 | 00 | 00 | 05
Other regions 735|25| 07 05|07 |05|00]|00]|02]|03]03]| 02115
of Ukraine
*Taking into account the data for the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Sevastopol, Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts as of January
1,2014
Table 3
Dynamics of religious communities of Western Ukraine in comparison with other regions [4, 7, 8]
Territor Years
Y 1988 1998 2008 2018*
Western Ukraine (number of communities) 3700 10676 13241 14981
Western Ukraine (%) 59,9 52,3 41,4 39,0
Other regions of Ukraine (number of communities) 2479 9730 18777 23423
Other regions of Ukraine (%) 40,1 47,7 58,6 61,0
All Ukraine (%) 6179 20406 32018 38404

*Taking into account the data for the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Sevastopol, Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts as of January

1,2014
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As can be seen from the table, in the early 90s of
the twentieth century in Western Ukraine there were
3700 religious communities, which was 59.9%.
However, after the proclamation of Independence and
the permission of the free religion, this figure began to
decline due to the fact that in other areas new churches
are being restored and opened, new denominations,
trends and currents are emerging. However, even today
in Western Ukraine there are 39% of all communities

registered in Ukraine, which confirms the importance of
the studied region and proves that it is quite interesting
in the religious aspect of its development, as well as in
the development of individual regions by their
confessional and national structure.

Indicators of confessional mosaicism and provision
of the population with religious communities are also
interesting (Table 4).

Table 4
Provision of the population with religious communities of Western Ukraine in comparison with other regions
Indicators*
Territory Confessional Numb_e_r of Numpe_r of Numb_e_r of
mosaic index communities per communltlezs per | communities per
1000 inhabitants 100 km 1 settlement
Western Ukraine 0,70007 1,4 11,4 18
Other regions of Ukraine 0,73586 0,7 5,0 1,1
All Ukraine 0,80202 0,9 6,4 1,3

*Taking into account the data for the Autonomous Republic of Crimea, Sevastopol, Donetsk and Luhansk oblasts as of January

1,2014

After analyzing this table, we can conclude that the
index of confessional mosaic is the highest in Ukraine as
a whole (0.80202), and the lowest in Western Ukraine
(0.70007). This is due to the fact that the confessional
structure of the studied region is not too diverse, i.e.
there are denominations that have their own stability,
and new directions do not penetrate significantly. In
other regions of Ukraine, the share is diverse, because in
their territory there are large shares of Protestant
communities. When calculating the indicator for
Ukraine, the share becomes variegated, as it combines
many denominations that are traditional for Western
Ukraine (UGCC, ZRC, etc.).

Indicators of the provision of the population with
religious communities reflect the geospatial features of
community distribution. The indicator of the provision of
the population with religious communities (number of
communities per 1000 inhabitants) shows that it is twice
as high in the western regions of Ukraine as in other
regions, and the indicator of localization of religious
communities in a certain area (number of communities
per 100 km?) shows a larger amplitude — in Western
Ukraine it is 11.4 compared to other regions — 5.0
communities/100 km?; the indicator reflecting the
number of communities per 1 settlement in the study
region is 1.8. It is higher than in other regions of Ukraine
(1,1), which can be explained by the predominance of
rural settlements.

Given these indicators, we can conclude that the re-
ligious space of the regions of Western Ukraine is mark-
edly different from other regions. This is confirmed by
the fact that the study region at the local level (settlement
level) in order to identify the geographical features of the
formation of religious space was chosen appropriately.

The confessional space of Western Ukraine is rep-
resented by Orthodox, Catholic, Protestant, Jewish, Mus-
lim, Buddhist subspaces and other denominations.

The Orthodox subspace is represented by the
activities of the following major denominations in the
study region: the Ukrainian Orthodox Church of the

33

Moscow Patriarchate (UOC-MP), the Orthodox Church
of Ukraine (OCU), which was formed at the Unification
Council on December 15, 2018, as a result of the merger
of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) and the
Ukrainian Autocephalous Orthodox Church (UAOC)
and other Orthodox churches.

The UOC-MP is the dominant direction in terms of
the number of communities in five oblasts, namely:
Volyn, Rivne, Khmelnytskyi, Chernivtsi and
Zakarpattia. There are almost no its communities in the
historical and geographical region of Halychyna (Fig. 2).
Communities of this denomination operate in almost all
village councils in Chernivtsi and Zakarpattia oblasts, in
the other three oblasts there are a small number of
settlements where UOC-MP communities do not
operate, and sometimes (especially in Polissya) no
communities are registered due to low population
(usually up to 200 people). For example, in southern and
eastern Ukraine, there are no religious communities in
settlements of up to 500 people, which is associated with
low religious activity caused by prolonged atheistic
propaganda.

The OCU is the second largest Orthodox
denomination in the Western Ukrainian region. It is
represented in all areas. However, its communities are
absent in part of the former Dorohoi district (Hertsaiv
raion of Chernivtsi oblast), have a small number of
communities in Zakarpattia (up to 50 communities) and
Northern Bessarabia (up to 15 communities). In most
districts of Halychyna it is the second largest
denomination. It is best represented in Northern
Bukovyna (Zastavna, Kitsman and Vyzhnytsia raions),
Volyn and Halychyna, as well as Podillya, which is
represented by Khmelnytskyi oblast.

Other Orthodox denominations in Western Ukraine
are represented by the Russian Orthodox Old Believer
Church (Bilokrynytsia Consent) — Chernivtsi oblast (10
communities), Khmelnytskyi oblast (5), the Russian
Orthodox Old Believer Church (Consent without priests)
— Zakarpattia Oblast (1 community), and others religious
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communities, which for the most part do not belong to
any Orthodox group and have a so-called "local
character”, i.e. are represented in only one, at most three
regions (the Orthodox Church of the Mother of God).

They are concentrated in six oblasts: Volyn (2
communities), Zakarpattia (3), Lviv (2), Rivne (1),
Khmelnytskyi (2) and Chernivtsi (2) [4].
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Fig. 2. Provision of the population with UOC-MP communities in Western Ukraine

The Catholic subspace on the territory of Western
Ukraine is the most represented among all regions of
Ukraine. It provides for four denominations, namely the
RCC, the UGCC, the MGKE and the Armenian Catholic
Church (Appendix D.2 and E).

The UGCC, together with the MGKE, which is
widespread only in the Zakarpattia oblast, is the largest
among Catholic denominations in the region and ranks
second in the number of communities after the UOC-MP
(Fig. 3). It is clear from the map that most of the
communities of Eastern Catholic churches fall on the
territory of Halychyna and Zakarpattia, which can be
explained by the long entry of these areas into the
Commonwealth and its successor — Poland, as well as
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the support of the higher clergy at different times in
Florence (1439). and the Brest Union (1596). According
to the official website of the UGCC, “In Halychyna,
where Polish-Ukrainian antagonism was particularly
acute and tense, the Church united with Rome gained the
support of the Orthodox hierarchy and the faithful almost
a century after Brest (only in 1691 the Peremyshl
diocese and as early as 1700 — Lviv). The Synod of
Zamostia in 1720 granted the Union Church the status of
the only Church of the Eastern Rite in the lands of the
Commonwealth" [4]. It should be noted that Greek
Catholics could not establish themselves in the territory
of Volyn due to the refusal and opposition of the union
of the higher clergy.
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Fig. 3. Provision of the population with the communities of the UGCC and MGKE in Western Ukraine

It is interesting that the UGCC prevails where there
are practically no communities of the UOC-MP, and in
the Orthodox space a prominent place is occupied by the
UOC-KP and the UAOC. This is explained by the fact
that the Greek Catholic Church, which operated
underground en masse, after being allowed to practice
religion freely in 1988, ousted the UOC-MP, which was
then an exarchate of the Russian Orthodox Church,
through educational activities and supporting Ukrainians
in the struggle for independence of Ukraine, etc. It
should be noted that the analysis of statistical data on the
number of UGCC communities before its ban in 1945
and at the beginning of the XXI century shows that it has
managed to regain its position in Western Ukraine and
increase the number of communities in other regions of
Ukraine. The transfer of the patriarchal center from Lviv
to Kyiv became important.

The RCC is a fairly common church in the study
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region and is represented in all oblasts. Its territorial
organization clearly correlates with the spread of ethnic
Poles and Hungarians in the region. Most communities
operate in Khmelnytskyi (the share of Poles in the ethnic
structure of the population is 1.7%), Lviv (0.7% of
Poles), Ternopil (0.3% of Poles), Chernivtsi (0.4% of
Poles) and Zakarpattia (12, 1% of Hungarians) oblasts
[7]. In Zakarpattia, the RCC did not gain an absolute
advantage even in those areas where Hungarians
constitute an absolute majority, because many of them
moved from Catholicism to Protestantism, founding one
of the Lutheran churches, the Transcarpathian Reformed
Church. There is one community of the Armenian
Catholic Church in Khmelnytskyi oblast.

The Protestant space of Western Ukraine is
represented by all current denominations in Ukraine,
trends and currents that shape it. The largest Protestants
by number of communities are the ECB and the UPC.
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The ECBs are represented in the region by certain
areas: Transcarpathian, North Bessarabian, South Podil-
lya and South Volyn. There are almost no ECB commu-
nities in Halychyna, where they are mostly distributed in
large cities. Their territorial organization is also ex-
plained by the historical features of distribution. Analyz-
ing their official website, we read: "In the western
Ukrainian lands that were part of Poland, evangelical
Christians became most widespread in Volyn and
Polissya (96%) and are almost not represented in
Halychyna" [2].

The UPC in the region is most noticeable in Volyn,
Northern Bukovina and Zakarpattia. The least of their
communities operate in Halychyna and Podillya, where
they are concentrated mainly in large and medium-sized
cities. According to the official website of the Ukrainian
Church of Evangelical Christians, the main reason for
the spread of Pentecostalism in Volyn was the arrival
here in 1919 of Ukrainian peasants who were working in
the United States [3]. Therefore, the spread of UPC in
the study region was influenced by migratory factors.

The geospatial organization of the smaller
Protestant denominations, in particular the SDA and the
JW, proved to be interesting. They do not have clearly
defined areas of their distribution, but in fact evenly dis-
tributed throughout the study region, which allows for
the most effective missionary, prayer, social and other
activities and to cover a larger population. In our opin-
ion, this geography of their communities is somewhat
planned, focused on medium and large cities, as well as
the transport accessibility of the population to houses of
prayer or meeting places.

These denominations are mostly represented in
Zakarpattia oblast, and the SDA forms a vague area in
Chernivtsi oblast. The SDAs have the fewest
communities in Halychyna.

The TRC is distributed only in Zakarpattia oblast
and has 117 communities. It is spread along the state
border of Ukraine with Romania, Hungary and Slovakia
in Uzhhorod, Mukachevo, Berehovo and Vynohradiv
raions, where a significant proportion of ethnic
Hungarians live (33.4%; 12.7%; 76.1% and 26.2%,
respectively), as well as in the cities of regional
significance — Uzhhorod, Berehove, Khust and
Mukachevo (6.9%; 48.1%; 5.4% and 85% of
Hungarians in the share of urban population) [4, 6].

To the group of other Protestants we include a
number of denominations, trends and currents that do not
have a significant number of religious communities and
do not form separate areas of geospatial organization.
Usually they include completely new denominations for
Ukraine, which appeared here during the years of
Independence: the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints (Mormons), Lutheran denominations, the
Evangelical Reformed Church, the Association of
Independent Charismatic Christian Churches of Ukraine
(Full Gospel), the Church of the Living God and many
others. Representatives of other Protestants became most
widespread in Zakarpattia and Polissya of Rivne oblast,
which can be explained in the first case by the polyethnic
composition of the population, and in the second — the
presence of settlements where communities of other
Protestants are insignificant.
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The non-Christian subspace is represented by
Jewish, Buddhist, Islamic, pagan components, as well as
new religious movements, which are not included in any
of the denominational spaces and subspaces we have
identified. The Jewish area is one of the largest in
number of communities in Western Ukraine and has 10
communities in Lviv oblast, 4 in Ternopil oblast, 3 in
Ivano-Frankivsk oblast, 14 in Chernivtsi oblast, 12 in
Zakarpattia oblast, 19 in Khmelnytskyi oblast, 2 in
Volyn oblast and 5 in Rivne oblast. It should be noted
that Buddhists, Islam, religions of the East, pagans
operate mostly in large cities — oblast centers, and have
from 1 to 5 communities. Spread among immigrants who
permanently reside or come here to study.

Thus, it can be traced that the confessional space of
Western Ukraine was formed under the influence of
many groups of factors in the process of a long and
complex process of formation of the territory of Ukraine.
Today it is represented by both traditional denominations
and new trends.

Conclusions of the study. During the study we re-
vealed the place of oblasts of Western Ukraine among
other regions in terms of religious activity and analyzed
the confessional structure of eight oblasts (Volyn,
Zakarpattia, lvano-Frankivsk, Lviv, Ternopil, Rivne,
Khmelnytskyi and Chernivtsi) at the level of settlements.
These regions include the following historical and geo-
graphical regions (by V.P. Krul): Zakarpattia,
Halychyna, Northern Bukovina, Northern Bessarabia,
part of Dorohoishchyna, part of Podillya and Volyn,
which allows to better trace the influence of historical,
geographical, ethnic and other factors on the process
formation of religious space.

The study region accounts for 21.7% of the area of
Ukraine and 23.7% of the population, where 39% of all
religious communities registered in Ukraine operate, and
the localization rate of religious communities (number of
communities per 100 km?) in the Western Ukraine is
11.4 compared to other regions — 5.0 communities/100
km?. This confirms the importance of this region in the
religious life of the state.

The Orthodox subspace in the region is represented
in all directions. The most numerous in terms of the
number of communities are the UOC-MP and the OCU
(UOC-KP and UAQC). It is interesting that the UOC-
MP has significant advantages in the Hertsaiv raion of
Chernivtsi oblast (part of the former Dorohoi county), as
well as in the territory of Northern Bessarabia. In
Halychyna, the Orthodox communities are dominated by
the OCU, and in Volyn and Podillya — the OCU and the
UOC-MP. This confirms that religious space can serve
as one of the indicators of the boundaries of historical
and geographical lands.

The Catholic subspace is represented by the UGCC,
the Mukachevo Greek Catholic Diocese (MGKD), the
RCC and the Armenian Catholic Church. The UGCC,
together with the MGKE, which is widespread only in
Zakarpattia oblast, is the largest among Catholic
denominations in the region and ranks second in the
number of communities after the UOC-MP. The
territorial organization of the UGCC and MGKE
communities is interesting, which is shown in Fig. 8,
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which clearly delineate the north-eastern and eastern various pagan and ethno-religious communities. Their

borders of Halychyna. number in the region is insignificant and common
The Protestant subspace is represented by many mainly in urban settlements.

denominations, trends and currents, the most numerous The number of archirs, agnostics and atheists in the

of which are ECB, UPC, SDA, Jehovah's Witnesses. An regions of Western Ukraine ranges from 1.5% (Lviv
interesting feature is that the smallest Protestant oblast) to 4.7% (Khmelnytskyi oblast).

communities are represented in Halychyna, and the most Thus, in Western Ukraine there are quite noticeable

noticeable of their influence is in Northern Bukovina and territorial differences in the confessional space, which is

Northern Bessarabia, Volyn and Podillya. This is due to explained by the peculiarities of the formation of the

the religious affiliation of the population. territory of Ukraine, the domination of different states at
The non-Christian subspace is represented by different times.

Jewish communities of different currents, Muslims and
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