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THE MAIN STAGES OF DEPLOYMENT OF HYBRID AGGRESSION BY
THE RUSSIAN FEDERATION AGAINST UKRAINE

A historical analysis of the hybrid aggression of the Russian Federation against Ukraine, which
became the most dramatic event in the recent history of Ukraine, at the beginning of the third decade
of independence, was conducted. The open armed actions of the Russian Federation against Ukraine
caused new challenges not only to the national security of Ukraine, but also to the security of the
world in general. Currently, the term "hybrid war" best characterizes the actions of the Russian
Federation in relation to Ukraine. It is this type of warfare that combines not only military means, but
also informational, economic, political, diplomatic, and humanitarian means. At the same time, the
«hybrid warsy of the Russian Federation use many tools, starting from the spread of panic rumors to
the mobilization of the potential of the church, agents of influence in the economy, political bodies or
the use of so-called soft power.

The article analyzes the step-by-step process of the military conflict between the Russian
Federation and Ukraine, starting with the occupation of the Crimean Peninsula, the open Russian-
Ukrainian armed confrontation in the east of the Ukrainian state, and ending with a large-scale
invasion of Ukraine. Within each of the stages, separate periods are distinguished, the evolution of
which determined and changed the motives of the behavior of the Russian Federation and led to the
beginning of hostilities. The Russian-Ukrainian war requires a complex scientific understanding,
study and generalization of the experience of conducting military operations in the largest armed
conflict in Europe since the end of the Second World War. Conclusions were made regarding the
need to consolidate the efforts of the EU, the USA and other democratic states as a guarantee of
preventing hybrid aggression by states that act from the position of force, rather than the force of
law.
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influence. By the functioning or inactivity of
certain government and civil institutions
society's collective ability to resist aggression is
revealed. Established political and legal norms
restore or, on the contrary, impress foundations
of shaky socio-political stability in the
conditions of hybrid war. Not only the tactics
and strategy of military capture, but also
demoralization citizens, the so-called
«occupation» of consciousness, the spread of
disinformation, and others components of
hybrid warfare are also related to existing
infrastructure political institutions and the

The theoretical aspect of the concept of
«hybrid war» was found to be redefined the
most accurate and almost the most common for
determining the nature of Russian aggression
against of Ukraine. All spheres of public life
were under threat: political, economic, cultural,
informational. Each of these aspects is
important to investigate both individually and
comprehensively, at the same time the political
and legal dimension in relation to others, it
often has a determining, end-to-end character of
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political and legal field that enables such
destructive processes.

In the spring of 2014, the Russian
Federation (RF) demonstrated a new form of
warfare by annexing the territory of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea (ARC) and
invading the eastern regions of Ukraine. This
resulted in Ukraine losing control over parts of
Donetsk and Luhansk. The Russian Federation's
actions escalated into open armed aggression
and a large-scale invasion of Ukraine. In order
to resist and deter the aggressor, Ukraine and its
international partners must gain a clear
understanding of the nature and character of this
conflict. This understanding will enable the
development of a comprehensive strategy for
the future.

Analysis of current research. The topic of
hybrid warfare is highlighted in works of
scientists of the National Institute of Strategic
Studies (V. Begma, V. Horbulin, O. Yizhak, B.
Parakhonsky, O. Reznikova, G. Yavorska and
others), Institute of Political and Ethnonational
Studies named after IF. Curacao National
Academy of Sciences (O. Zorych, O. Kalakuri,
N. Kochan, O. Rafalsky and others), Institute
state and rights named after V.M. Koretsky
NASU (V. Horbatenko, I. Kresina, O. Sosnina,
Yu. Shemshuchenko etc.). A significant contri-
bution to the study of hybrid warfare made by:
T. Andrievsky, M. Antonovych, Yu.
Kudryachenko., E. Magda, A. Onofriychuk, T.
Obolenska, O. Stoyko, S.Pirozhkov, V.
Shemaev and others scientists. This is also an
important problem for world science, and
interpreting the central concepts associated with
hybrid warfare are already traditional we turn to
Western researchers (F. Hoffman, Jon Mec.
Cuen, M. Bond, Brian J. Donlon, Brian P. Fle-
ming, J. Stowell, R. Killebrew). The mentioned
authors devoted themselves to working out the
essence, strategy, and threats of hybrid warfare,
but each subsequent one an attempt to conduct
an objective study of its various aspects, taking
into account the fact that the Russian aggression
caused unprecedented human, territorial,
economic losses, destruction and material
damage to Ukraine, is of actual character.

The objective of this article is to conduct
a historical analysis of the Russian-Ukrainian
conflict in order to outline the key phases of the
Russian Federation's hybrid aggression towards
Ukraine.

Research methods. The work uses the
dialectical method of cognition and methods of
the system approach; functional, structural,
historical legal and logical methods; the method
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of political comparativism and comparative
legal analysis, forecasting method and others.

The results. The armed aggression of the
Russian Federation against Ukraine unfolded
within the framework certain stages, among
which one can single out: the Russian armed
invasion of Crimea with the subsequent
occupation of the peninsula; Russian-Ukrainian
armed forces confrontation in the east of
Ukraine; the large-scale invasion of the Russian
Federation into Ukraine with February 24,
2022, which continues to the present time.

Let's consider in more detail the specifics
of the occupation of Crimea peninsula, open
Russian-Ukrainian armed confrontation on the
east of the Ukrainian state and a large-scale
invasion of Ukraine.

Occupation of Crimea. On February 20,
2014, Russia began the military phase. Since
that day, there has been an increase in Russian
troops in the ARC. The same date indicated on
the medal «For the return of Crimea» of the
Ministry of Defense of the Russian Federation.

On February 23, 2014, pro-Russian and
pro-Ukrainian rallies began (in the latter, led by
Mejlis leader Refat Chubarov, had a large
participationthe number of Crimean Tatars).

On February 27, unknown armed men,
without insignia on their uniforms, seized and
blocked the Verkhovna Rada of Crimea and
other administrative buildings, airports in
Simferopol and Sevastopol, communication
institutions, etc. To Some of the deputies who
voted for came to the Crimean Parliament
holding a referendum on expanding the
autonomy of Crimea on May 25, 2014 (3ML:
Pana APK He MoXe po3MISIHYTH HMUTaHHS TPO
BCEKpUMCBHKHI pedepenaym 2014).

Simultaneously with the political coup in
Simferopol, Russian troops began blocking
Ukrainian military units and transport routes
from mainland Ukraine to ARC.

On February 28, the Crimean State
Broadcasting ~ Company  was  captured,
afterwhich caused the disconnection of
Ukrainian TV channels.

Ukraine did not recognize the illegitimate
change of power in Simferopol and Sevastopol.
However, the order to use force against the
invaders was not given. This decision was made
at a meeting of the National Security Council
and Defense of Ukraine on February 28, 2014
(IItorpin 2019).

On March 1, 2014, the Federation Council
of the Russian Federation supported the
president's appeal of Russia V. Putin on
permission to use the Armed Forces of Russia
Federations on the territory of Ukraine (Pocis
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oromocwna Ykpaini BiiHy 2014). National
Security and Defense Council Ukraine, in
connection with aggression from Russia,
decided to bring the Armed Forces forces of
Ukraine in full combat readiness and developed
a «detailed plan of action on a case of direct
military aggression by the Russian Federation»
(TypunnoB nopyuuB mpuBectd 3CY y moBHYy
601oBy roToBHICTH 2014).

A «referendum» was held on March 16.
According to Russian officials according to the
data, the annexation was supported: in Crimea —
96.77% (and 2.51% — «for» restoration of the
Constitution in 1992), in Sevastopol — 95.6% of
the population.

On March 17, the Verkhovna Rada of
Ukraine adopted the Law of Ukraine "On
approval Decree of the President of Ukraine
«On partial mobilization» (IIpo 3aTBepmKeHHs
VYka3zy Ilpesunmenra Yxkpainn «IIpo yacTkoBy
moOumizauito» 2014). The same day V. Putin
together with the self-proclaimed Chairman of
the Council of Ministers of the ARC Serhiy
Aksyonov, Speaker of the Verkhovna Rada of
ARC Volodymyr Kostantinov and Oleksiy
Chaly, head of the Sevastopol City State
Administration, signed the Agreement on the
Adoption of the Republic Crimea is part of
Russia. On March 21, the law on the ratification
of the Treaty of March 18 was adopted by the
Council of the Russian Federation and the
legislation concerning the establishment of
additional bodies within the Federation - the
Republic of Crimea and the federal city of
Sevastopol., confirming the annexation of these
regions by Russia (3agopoxniii 2015: 533).

On March 24, the decree of the executor of
duties President of Ukraine O. Turchynov was
published on the redeployment of troops. parts,
institutions and organizations of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine, etc. troops formations and
law enforcement agencies from the temporarily
occupied territory of AR Crimea and the city of
Sevastopol, among others. regions of Ukraine
(ITpo mepenucnoKaimifo BIMCHKOBUX YaCTHH
2014).

In May 2014, there was a representation of
the President of Ukraine in Crimea moved to
the city of Kherson. In January 2016, a decree
of the President of Ukraine was issued, which
improved its work, the Service for Issues was
formed reintegration and de-occupation of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea. July 17, 2014
Cabinet of Ministers of Ukraine created the
State Service of Ukraine on issues of the
Autonomous Republic of Crimea, cities of
Sevastopol and temporarily displaced persons
(Hesxi nuranHs [ep:kaBHoi ciayxOu YkpaiHu
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2015). It was merged on April 20, 2016 with the
State Agency of Ukraine for Donbas
Restoration in within the Ministry of
Temporarily Occupied Territories and internally
displaced persons of Ukraine (/eski nmutaHHA
MinictepctBa 3 MUTaHb  peiHTerpamii
THMYacOBO OKYIOBaHUX TepuTopiit 2016).

During 2017-2021, Ukraine's efforts were
directed mainly to ensuring non-recognition of
the occupation of Crimea by the international
community, continuation of the introduction of
sanctions against the Russian Federation and
restoration of information impact on the
population of the Republic of Crimea.

The conflict in eastern Ukraine
commenced with the involvement of Russian
special services in Ukraine were focused on
destabilizing the situation in Eastern region,
including mass creation of non-prescribed by
law armed formations, use of weapons and
terrorist methods and methods opposition to
legitimate authority. The Russian Federation
sent mixed forces to the East of Ukraine, which
consisted of personnel military «leavers» and
«retirees», Russian nationalists, the so-called
«soldiers of fortune», veterans of the Caucasus
and of the Balkan wars, soldiers from other «hot
spots» and just criminals who mixed with
recruited local residents (The White Book of
the Anti-Terrorist Operation 2017 : 20).

On April 7, controlled by the Russian
special services, armed groups announced the
creation of the so-called «Donetsk People's
Republic» - DPR, as well as the so-called
«Declaration on the sovereignty of the
DPR»was adopted. April 27 in the same way,
the «Luhansk People's Republicy — LPR was
created.

The beginning of these actions was a raid
by a group of militants led by an officer of the
Federal Security Service of Russia by Colonel 1.
Girkin (pseudonym - Strelkov), who first
captured Sloviansk, then Kramatorsk, and then
more a number of settlements and established
control over the entire region (Jleuenko 2017:
14).

On April 14, 2014, by decree of the Acting
President of Ukraine Oleksandr Turchynov, the
decision of the National Security Council was
put into effect and Defense of Ukraine on
conducting an anti-terrorist operation (ATO)
(ITpo pimenns Pamm HamioHasbHOT O€3MeKH i
oboponu Ykpainu 2014). That is, legally, the
anti-terrorist operation has started in the east of
Ukraine operation that lasted from 2014 to 2018
(Y I'enura6i nosicaunu 2017).

In turn, in the format of Ukraine, the USA,
the EU, the Russian Federation, April 17, 2014
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in Geneva The Russian Federation started a
diplomatic game, the purpose of which was not
to find ways settlement, and denial of their
participation in aggression, destruction of the
unity of politics Western countries in the issue
of the introduction and expansion of sanctions,
legalization yes called «DPR» and «LPR». It
was a combination of the Russian Federation as
a dictatorship from the beginning of the special
services, which allowed them to stabilize the
front line in Donbas, freeze the conflict and
bring the confrontation with Ukraine to a level,
which is more comfortable for them. That is, to
transfer it to the political plane war and behind-
the-scenes struggle.

The creation of the «Novorossiya» project
and the beginning of the armed conflict on the
territory of Ukraine, during which active
destabilization took place in the 9th Eastern and
southern regions of Ukraine by organizing mass
anti-government  protests  («anti-Maidany)
protests, clashes with law enforcement agencies
and supporters of the unity of Ukraine, as well
as the capture of administrative buildings An
attempt to implement the «Crimean scenario»
on the territory of Donetsk and Luhansk region.
Gaining control over certain regions, the
formation of «militia units» consisting of
members from the Russian special services,
criminalized law enforcement factions, and
local pro-Russian groups, the holding of
«Referendums» and the creation of the Donetsk
and Luhansk People's Republics republics All
this with Russia's full support of the separatists
in financial and military spheres. Furthermore,
Russia's imposition of political and economic
pressure on Ukraine, along with the escalating
presence of the Russian Armed Forces near the
Ukrainian border, has undermined the
credibility of Ukraine's military operations
against Russian-backed extremist organizations

and fueled  the country's ongoing
fragmentation.(Animmies, IleBnos 2017: 21-
:22).

September 2016 Russian-Ukrainian

confrontation in the east of Ukraine underwent
significant changes, mainly in connection with
the signing in Minsk on September 21 Decision
of the Trilateral Contact Group on the
withdrawal of troops in Donbas from 2016 and
means of opposing parties. The document
provided for the removal of the parties from
took positions in both directions, forming
districts 2 km wide and 2 km long depth
(Mapko 2016: 139-140).

The occupying forces in Donbas switched
to the tactics of «disturbing» actions, purpose
which consisted in the exhaustion and

32

demoralization of the ATO forces. The enemy
tried to provoke servicemen of the Armed
Forces of Ukraine to an active reaction in
response, to accuse Ukraine of violating the
Minsk agreements (BoenHi acmektm mpoTuiii
«riopuaHii» arpecii 2020: 37).

From April 30, 2018 to February 24, 2022,
the operation continued in the east of Ukraine of
the United Forces. The mission was intended to
be executed in compliance with the legislation
of Ukraine titled «On the specificities of state
policy in ensuring the sovereignty of Ukraine in
temporarily occupied territories in Donetsk and
Luhansk  regions» (IIno 0COOJIMBOCTI
Jep)KaBHOI ~ TONITHUKK 13 3a0e3medyeHHs
nepxaBHoro cyBepeHitety Ykpainu 2018). The
operation of the Joint Forces (JOF), in fact,
became by reformatting the ATO with the
introduction of martial law or a state of
emergency, the transfer of control from the
SBU, which formally managed the ATO, to the
United operational headquarters of the Armed
Forces (Pagma  yxBanmma  3akoH  TIpo
peinrerpamito Jlonb6acy 2018).

On February 24, 2022, after a large-scale
invasion of the Russian Federation, the military
parts and units participating in the JOF formed
groups United forces, which includes
operational-tactical groups «East» and «Northy,
parts of direct subordination. OS groups
together with other forces directly involved in
the current hostilities in the east and south of
the country, are subordinated Commander of
the Defense Forces of Ukraine. In June 2022,
the group rebuilt into several immediate
operational and tactical groups submission.

Large-scale invasion of the Russian
Federation into Ukraine from February 24,
2022, which continues to the present time. In
the early morning of February 24, 2022, the
Russian Federation struck missile strikes on the
territory of Ukraine and launched a ground
offensive in the South, East and North.

Since February 24, when the Russian
Federation attacked Ukraine, at least 8,000 have
died civilians, of which 487 are children — such
are the data of the office of the U.N.O High
Commissioner for human rights.

The U.N.O emphasizes that these figures
are only verified and documented confirmed
deaths, and that the actual death toll is much
higher. The largest number of victims among
civilians — more than 3.2 thousand people -
occurs for March 2022. For comparison:
according to the U.N.O, after the Russian
Federation annexed in 2014 Crimea, and a
conflict began in Donbas with the participation
of those supported by Russia separatist
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militants, and by the end of 2021, about 14.4
have died in Ukraine thousands of people, of
which about 3.4 thousand are civilians.

Figures regarding losses among the
military are regularly cited by both Ukraine and
Russia, however, each talks about the enemy's
victims, avoiding to name them number of own
dead. There is currently no independent
confirmation of these figures.

In January 2023, the Minister of Defense of
Ukraine Oleksiy Reznikov in an interview The
BBC said that Russian military personnel are on
the hot spots of the front every day lose «about
500» killed soldiers, and Ukraine — «tenth of of
this amount».

The Ukrainian General Staff officially
released the figures of casualties in August
2022, when Commander-in-Chief Valery
Zaluzhnyi announced the death of approx 9
thousand soldiers.

In September, President Volodymyr
Zelenskyi said that we losses of the Armed
Forces are five less than the losses of the
Russian army. He also talked about 50 dead
Ukrainian soldiers every day.

In December 2022, the adviser to the head
of the OP Mykhailo Podolyak with reference to
data of the General Staff spoke about the
number of dead from 10 to 13 thousand, noting
that «we have more losses due to injuries» (Pix
BesuKoi BiitHM Pocii npotu Ykpainu 2023).

At the same time, the Armed Forces
repulsed the enemy: as of May 16, 2023,
199 980 were destroyed occupiers, thousands of
units of military equipment (308planes, 294
helicopters, 3762 tanks, 7348 armored vehicles,
3150 artillery systems and 562 self-propelled
guns) (BiiiHa. 3eneHchkHMI Be3e  MakKeTH
Jornomoru 3 €sponu 2023).

In both 2014 and 2023, the Russian
Federation will suffer heavy defeats in the
confrontation with the Ukrainian people and the
Ukrainian state.

Conclusions. The beginning of the
Ukrainian-Russian confrontation, the moment
when the Ukrainian people lost their peace, can
be considered within the framework of the
following stages:

1. Russian armed invasion of Crimea and its
aftermath occupation of the Russian peninsula
on February 20, 2014.

2. The war in eastern Ukraine since April 2014,
which began with creating under the cover of
«people's» performances by the special services
of the Russian Federation terrorist so-called
Donetsk and Luhansk "people's republics" and
lasted until the beginning of a large-scale
invasion. first period, of the specified stage
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consisted in overcoming the hybrid aggression
of the Russian Federation and active actions in
the liberation of the territory of Donetsk and
Luhansk regions from the Russians terrorist
groups, the beginning of bilateral agreements
(beginning April - September 19, 2014). The
second period — localization of the conflict,
management stabilization operation in the East
and South of Ukraine (since September 19,
2014).

3. Large-scale invasion of the Russian
Federation into Ukraine from February 24,
2022, which continues to the present time. If we
evaluate the attempts of the Russian Federation
to disintegrate and divide Ukraine, which were
carried out from 2014 to 2023, you can see how
each time the military the component increased:
from limited use in 2014, to a full-scale
invasion. The military component was
auxiliary, although big The authorities of the
Russian Federation actively waged and are
waging an information war uses chauvinistic
propaganda that allows consideration of armed
aggression, as a component of the consistent
strategy of the Russian Federation aimed at
returning Ukraine to spheres of Russian
influence.

The aggression of the Russian Federation
against Ukraine, which began with the
occupation and illegal annexation Crimea, the
Russian-Ukrainian armed conflict in the east of
our country,
full-scale invasion, set a dangerous precedent
for which contradictions can be resolved not
based on justice and law, but based on distorted
legal norms and force.

Only in the case of consolidation of the
efforts of the states of the European Union, the
United States of America and of other
democratic states of the world can be a
guarantee of non-admission hybrid aggression
of states for which the main thing is the right of
force, not the force of law.
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OCHOBHI ETAIIA PO3rOPTAHHSI I'NBPUIHOI ATPECII POCIMCBKOI
®EJEPALII IPOTH YKPAIHH

[IpoBeneHo icTopuyHMi aHaNi3 riOpUAHOI arpecii pociiicbkoi geneparnii npotu Ykpainy, sika crana

HaWIpPaMaTHYHINIOK TIOJI€EI0 B HOBITHIM

icropii VYkpaiHM, Ha TMOYaTKy TpPEThOTO JCCATIIIITTS
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He3aJIeKHOCTI. BiakpuTti 30poiiHi nii pociiicbkoi ¢enepanii npotn YKpaiHU CIIPUYHHWIA HOBI BHKIUKH
HE JIMIIIE HalllOHANbHIK Oe3mewni Ykpainu, a i Oe3merni y cBiTi 3arajgoMm. Ha vaci came TepMiH «riOpuaHa
BiliHa» HaWKpallle XapaKTepu3ye Iii pociiicbkoi ¢eaepariii moao Ykpainu. Came 1el TUI BEICHHS BIHHU
00’etHy€e B cO01 He JnIle BiCHKOBI 3aco0u, a ¥ iHdopMalliliHi, eKOHOMIYHi, MTOJITUYHI, TUTUIOMATHYHI,
rymaHitapHi. [Ipy 1poMy, «riOpumHi BIHHH» POCIMCHKOI (emepaiii BHKOPHUCTOBYIOTH Oararto
IHCTPYMEHTIB, IOYMHAIOYH BiJl MOMIMPEHHS MMaHIYHUX YYTOK JO MOOLTi3allii NOTEHIialy IIEPKBH, arcHTIB
BIUIMBY B €KOHOMIIIi, IIOITUYHUX OPTaHaX UM 3aCTOCYBaHHS TaK 3BAHOI M’SKOT CHJIM.

3niliCHEHO aHaJli3 MOSTAITHOTO MPOXOKCHHS BOEHHOTO KOH(IIIKTY MiXK POCIHCHKOIO (heepaliero
Ta YKpaiHOIO, TTOYWHAIOYN 3 OKymallii KpuMChKOTo MmBOCTPOBA, BIIKPUTOTO POCIHCHKO-YKPaiHCHKOTO
30pOMHOT0 TMPOTUCTOSHHS HA CXOJI YKPAiHCHKOI Jep»aBU JO INMMPOKOMACIITAOHOTO BTOPTHCHHS B
VYkpainy. Y Mexkax KOXHOTO 3 €TalliB BHIUICHO OKpeMi MNepiofH, €BOMIOLis SIKMX OOyMOBWIIA Ta
BHJIO3MIHHMJIa MOTHBU IIOBEIIHKH POCIHCBKOI deneparii Ta Ipu3Beiaa A0 IMOYATKy OOWOBUX iil.
Pociiiceko-ykpaiHchbka BifiHa, TOTpe0ye KOMIUIGKCHOIO HAyKOBOT'O OCMHCJICHHS, BHUBUCHHSA W
y3araibHEHHS JOCBiy BEACHHS BOEHHUX NIl y HalOinpmIoMy 3 yacy 3aBepiieHHs Jpyroi cBiTOBOI BiiiHH
30poitHoMy KOHGUTIKTI B €Bpomi. 3po0IeHO BUCHOBKH MO0 HEOOXiTHOCTI KOHCOJI ALl 3yCHITbh JIepyKaB
€C, CIIIA Ta iHmHX JeMOKpaTHYHUX IEpKaB, K 3alOPYKH HEIOMYIICHHS T1OpHUAHOI arpecii AepxkaB, sKi
JIIOTH 3 MO3HLIT CHJIN, @ HE CHJIM 3aKOHY.

KitouoBi ciioBa:  gitina, 2ibpuona eitina, 2iOpudHuil KOHAIKmM, 2ibpudna 3aepo3a, 30pouHuil
KOHGDAIKM, PpOCIliCbKO- YKpAIHCbKa iliHa, 30poliHa azpecist.
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