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RUSCISM ASA NEW VERSION OF TOTALITARIANISM

This paper is devoted to clarifying the essenceusfism as a phenomenon of modern socio-
political reality. It is noted that the conceptrascism appeared in public and scientific circolatas
a result of the formation of Putin's regime in Rasand its spread is connected with the beginning
of the full-scale Russian-Ukrainian war. Althougkhist concept has already received its
interpretations in the publications of a numberaoflysts, there is still no complete conceptual
understanding of it. The author believes that tbeceptual understanding of ruscism should be
carried out within the framework of totalitariarugdtes, since it is a new version of totalitarianism
The idea of ruscism as a simple imitation of fascend Nazism is refuted. The emphasis is placed
on his historical Russian roots.

Attention is drawn to the facts that, firstly, Riassstatehood originates in the Golden Horde,
from which it inherited the despotic character avgrnment and aggressive foreign policy;
secondly, Russia has never had long periods of dextio rule in the course of its historical
development; thirdly, the first totalitarian reginme the modern world arose precisely in Russia;
fourthly, under Stalin, it acquired the greatesalitarian quality in history. The author emphasize
that ruscism cannot be considered a simple restiscitof Stalinism, because it arose in the new
historical conditions of the development of bothsBia and its international environment, which
determined its peculiarities.

The peculiarities of ruscism as a new version ¢dlitarianism are that: the creation of a
totalitarian party, the formation of a broad tdaiian movement, and the development of a
totalitarian doctrine took place already after Racquired state power; the Russian political syste
is formally multi-party; the control of the poliat regime over the functioning of the economy is
carried out not so much by formal state institwias by Putin's informal clan.
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to destroy Ukraine, which attracted the attention

Ruscism is a relatively new concept in the oy At :
of many publicists, scientists, public and

modern political lexicon. Its appearance is .. : L2 ;
connected with the formation of the Putin’s Political figures in this phenomenon. An article

regime in Russia and the Russian miIitaryby Yale University history professor Timothy

aggressions. However, its global spread is duenyder, published in the New York Times,

o B .~ played a major role in the spread of this term
to the beginning of a large-scale war of Russia (Snyder 2022).

The relevance of the study of ruscism is
© RomanyulO., 2022. due to the fact that the policy and practice of the
political regime of modern Russia destroys the
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existing world order based on international law, militaristic nationalism, contempt for electoral
and threatens a new world war that can destroidemocracy and political and cultural liberalism,
all mankind. a belief in natural social hierarchy and the rule
The concept of ruscism has alreadyof elites, and the desire to create a «people’s
received its interpretations in the publications ofcommunity», in which individual interests
a number of analysts. Ostap Kryvdyk, Head ofwould be subordinated to the good of the nation
the Ukraine and the World Department at the(Soucy 2002).
Analytical Center of the Ukrainian Catholic Most researchers of this phenomenon
University, gave the following definition: believe that fascism has two main forms —
«Ruscism is the ideology and practice of thesocial fascism and Nazism. A classic example
ruling regime of the Russian Federation, basecof social fascism is the ideoloay and practice of
on the idea of the supremacy of ‘Russianthe Mussolini's regime in Itafy while Nazism
compatriots’,  their  ‘special civilization is usually associated with the ideology and
mission’, anti-democracy and neo-colonialism practice of the Hitler's reqgime in Germany.
of the Soviet-imperial type, the use of Social fascism and Nazism have significant
Orthodoxy as a moral doctrine, and geo-differences in ideology and practice, despite the
economics’ instruments, energy carriers first ofpresence of common fundamental features, such
all» (Kpusauk 2010). The publicist Oleksandr as the rigid dictatorial nature of the political
Kostenko interprets ruscism as a «kind ofreaime, the destruction of civil society
sociopathy» based on an illusory ideology thatstructures and the nationalization of society, the
«justifies the admissibility of any arbitrariness abolition of civil liberties and political rights,
for the sake of misunderstanding the interests oanti-liberalism, nationalism and militarism.
Russian society»Kocrtenko 2014). The writer The main difference between social
Igor Garin associates ruscism with the Putinfascism and Nazism in the field of ideology lies
regime, which is a «criminal corporation that in the interpretation of nation’s concept. In the
systematically violates the constitution and theideology of social fascism, the nation is
law in its own narrow and mercantile interests»interpreted as a community of past, present and
(Tapun 2015). It is worth noting that each of future generations forming the state, and the
these definitions focuses on certain state itself is defined as the legal form of the
characteristics such a phenomenon as ruscismrmation's existence (Mussolini 1932). Instead,
but there is no holistic conceptual understandingNazi ideology, which is based on racial theory,
of it yet. In this paper, | set the goals of interprets the nation as a community of same
interpreting ruscism as a new version ofblood heople Koanonor 2009). In the ideology
totalitarianism, clarifying its historical origins of social fascism, the enemies of the nation are
and specific peculiarities. defined according to political criteria — they
Is Ruscism Fascism or Nazism? The term  include opponents of the fascist movement and
«ruscism» arose from a combination of two the fascist state. In Nazi ideology, the enemies
words: Russia (in its English transcription) and of the nation, in addition to political opponents,
fascisnt. That is, ruscism is Russian fascism in also include «inferior peoples», some of which
lexically. The majority of analysts who touched must be completely destroyed, and others
on the problem of ruscism emphasize thepartially, turning those who remain into their
similarity of the policy and practice of modern slaves. An essential sacristy also consists in
Russia with the policy and practice of states thatefining the «ultimate goal» of the fascist and
are generalized as fascist. Nazi movements. Such a goal is the return of all
However, fascism is a rather broad conceptthe territories of one's state, which were
that has several interpretations. In communistpreviously lost for some reason in social
sociology, fascism is interpreted as an extremdascism. The lItalian fascists had the goal of
form of anti-communism and a «terrorist creating a Mediterranean empire, i.e. returning
dictatorship of the most reactionary and mostltaly to the borders of Great Rome. The goal of
aggressive circles of the monopoly bourgeoisie»German Nazism was to establish the worldwide
(IlleBenr, Maszyp 1971: 528). In Western domination of the Aryan race. In the realm of
sociology, a fascism is customary to define aspractical politics, both were lured by large-scale
an extreme form of autocracy based onrepression, the killing of their opponents, and
the creation of concentration camps for

! This term is written as «rashism» in some English
language publications by Ukrainian and Russian® The term «fascism» actually originated in ltaly.
authors. Mussolini's regime was officially called «fascistie.
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civilians. However, the «death camps» in whichstrict state control over the activities of private
the total extermination of prisoners was carriedenterprises, as was the case in Nazi Germany,
out were characteristic only of Nazism. Nazismwhere Wirtschaftsfuhrer strictly controlled the
was also characterized by tougher andowner of enterprise.
unconventional means of waging aggression Ruscisn as an original Russan
wars and a more inhumane attitude towards thgghenomenon. The discussion about what
population of the occupied territories. ruscism is will be scholastic if we ignore its
The analysts of ruscism do not have agenetic roots. In this context, we must agree
single opinion regarding the identification of with the opinion by the Ukrainian historian and
this phenomenon either more as social fascisnpolitician Oleksandr Sych that it is «wrong to
or more as Nazism. The association of ruscisncompare ruscism with the already known
with Nazism was strengthened by Russia'sbhenomena of fascism or  Nazism»
large-scale war against Ukraine, during which(Cxopocrenskuii 2022). Fascism and Nazism
mass murders of the civilian population of the are varieties of a more general socio-political
occupied territories were carried out andphenomenon defined as totalitarianism.
barbaric methods of military operations were Althouah the concept of totalitarianism belongs
used Bapuunekuii 2022). However, the to the main ideoloqgist of Italian fascism
ruscism was more associated with socialGiovanni Gentitile, but the first totalitarian
fascism in studies of the previous period.system in the world did not originate in Italy,
Andrey Zubov, a famous Russian historian, but in Russia. The totalitarian system began to
claimed that modern Russia resembles thetake shape immediately after the Bolshevik
«ltalian reagime of the Mussolini eraBdcunses  revolution in 19171t had all the characteristics
2015). «Russia ... resembles Mussolini’s Italy that were later identified as classic signs of
or Franco’s Spain more than it does the Thirdtotalitarianism by Karl Friedrich and Zbianiew
Reich», the authoritative Russian political Brzezinski: a single mass party led by a
scientist Vladyslav Inozemtsev considered charismatic leader and a cult of his personality;
(Inozemtsev 2017). "Putin's regime resemblesan official ideology that must be shared by all
Mussolini's fascism”, Russian theologian Kirill population; a monopoly on mass media; a
Govorun reflected IfoBopyr 2022). The monopoly on means of armed strugale; a
identification of ruscism as social (ltalian or terrorist police control of public behavior; a
Spanish) fascism was caused not so much bcentralized control and management of the
the fact the anti-human nature of Putin's regimeeconomy (Friedrich & Brzezinski 1965: 15-27).
was not yet sufficiently revealed that in the pre-When the fascist movement was gaining
war period, but by its ideological and economic strength in Italy and the Nazi movement was
foundations. emerging in Germany, they took the Bolshevik
The main postulate of Putin's regime in thesystem in Russia as a model of own political
ideological sphere is the proclamation of theorganization. The political police as a tool for
«creation of a Russian world». However, therealizing the goals of the ruling party originated
adjective «Russian» does not appear here as dn Bolshevik Russia, not in Fascist Italy or Nazi
ethno-racial characteristic of the nation, but as éGermany.Back in Lenin's time, concentration
socio-political one. The Russian nation iscamps for civiians who were considered
interpreted as a totality of people who form theenemies of the Bolshevik regime were created
Russian state, regardless of their ethnic andn Russia.
racial affiliation. Although the Russian ethnos is Moreover, the dearee of totalitarianization
declared to be the fundamental element of thein Russia under Stalin was higher than in fascist
Russian nation, belonging to it is determinedltaly and, even, in Nazi Germany. The English
not by the criterion of blood, but by cultural sociologist Stanislav Andreski, who holds the
characteristics (language, religion, traditions).opinion that not all totalitarian reaimes had the
In this aspect, the idea of creating a Russiarsame deqgree of totalitarianism, believed that
world resonates with the Italian fascists' idea ofMussolini's fascist regime was only 55%
regeneration the Pax Romana. totalitarian, Hitler's Nazi regime was 85%
The economic system of modern Russia istotalitarian at the beainning of Second World
also more reminiscent of the lItalian corporateWar and was 95% one at its end, while Stalin's
model of the Mussolini era or the Spanishregime was almost one hundred percents’
economic model of the Falangist dictatorshiptotalitarianism (Andreski 1984: 44)Such a
than the «organic economy» of the Third Reichdearee of nationalization of the economy and
in the degree of its submission to the state anccomplete abolition of the institution of private
government regulation. It does not have suctproperty was not found in any of the fascist
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countries, including Nazi German¥he scale annex new territoriesbut to make the states of
of Stalin's political repressions (especially in Central-Eastern Europe his satellites. Attempts
1937) far exceeded fascist ones. Even Hitler'sto further expand their geopolitical space led to
holocaust, as a result of which 6 million Jewsthe Cold War between the SU and the Western
were destroyed, was preceded by Stalin'sdemocracies, which lasted four decades and
Holodomor, which took the lives of 8.7 million which it lost. The defeat in the Cold War led to
people in a more barbaric wayWolowyna the avalanche collapse of the communist
2021). reaimes, the disintegration of the SU and the
The Bolshevik reaime was characterized byformation of 15 independent states on its ruins,
an imperialist foreign policyfrom the very one of which was the Russian Federation But it
beqinning of its existencét managed to restore soon returned to the totalitarian quality
the vast maijority of the territory of the Russian (Pomanrox 2014).
Empire through military agaression aqgainst the Thus, the above arguments indicate that
young nation-states that arose on the ruins oruscism is a descendant of Russian communism
Tsarist Russia in  Ukraine, Belarus, rather than fascism and Nazism, although their
Transcaucasia, and Central Asia in 1918-21. Irinfluence on the practice of the Putin’s regime
order to reduce the national resistance of thecannot be denied. The question arises, why the
peoples of the newly annexed territories, thefirst totalitarian regime in the world arose in
new version of the Russian Empire was givenRussia? The answer to this question involves
the name of the Union of Soviet Socialist clarifying the origins of the Russian state and
Republics (SU).The Soviet republics were the peculiarities of its development.
declared to be sovereian states, but they were The oriagins of Russan statehood and its
strictly governed from Moscow in reality. At historical development. Karl Marx, analyzing
the beainning of the Second World War, Stalinthe origin and essence of the Russian state,
implemented a new series of acts not only towrote: «The bloody mire of Mongolian slavery,
restore the territorial space of the Russiannot the rude glory of the Norman epoch, forms
Empire, but also to expand it. Western Ukrainethe cradle of Muscovy, and modern Russia is
and Western Belarus (as a result of aggressiobut a metamorphosis of Muscovy» (Marx
against Poland in September 1939), 9% of the2010:77). Indeed, Russian statehood does not
territory of Finland (as a result of agagression inoriginate from Kyivan Rus, contrary to the
November 1939 — March 1940), Bessarabiaclaims of Russian historiography, but from
(due to an ultimatum to Romania in June-JulyMuscovy, the emergence of which was a
1940), Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia (as a resultconsequence of the Mongol-Tatar invasion.
of its occupation in August 1940) were included Muscovy began to form after the Moscow
in the SU* prince lvan Kalita received from the khan of the
Russian Communism set world domination Golden Horde Ozbeghe approvalfor «the
as its ultimate qgoal like German Nazism. great reign» over all Horde-controlled lands of
However, the Russian communists set this goathe former Kyivan Rus in 1328 Muscovy,
earlier and skillfully disquised it with the idea being a protectorate of the Golden Horde,
of a world socialist revolution. Hitler and Stalin inherited its despotic rule and brought up the
tried to agree on the division of Europe beforeslavish obedience of its population, which did
and at the beginning of Second World War, butnot undergo significant changes even after it
the mutual exclusivity of their ultimate goals gained independence in 1462. It declared itself a
and distrust of each other led to the German-descendant of Kyivan Rus and changed its
Soviet War of 1941-4%During this war, Stalin name to Russia, wanting to get rid of its Horde
unexpectedly became an ally of the Western
democracies. The joint victory over the Nazi- 5 Haif of East Prussia (taken from Germany), four
militarist bloc allowed Stalin not only to jsjands of the Kuril Range (taken from Japan) and
legitimize the annexations of 1939-40 and Transcarpathian region (ceded by Czechoslovakia)
were annexed to the SU after Second World War.
These territories never belonged to the Russianifemp
before. Japan still considers the islands takem ftdo

% Although the majority of the murdered population

consisted of ethnic Ukrainians and Kazakhs, Sslin' E(_e”:ts original Iar;q[ﬁ' t rei that theskbia
Holodomor was carried out not according to ethpjcit € essence ot the «great reigh> was that thesiolan

but to the level of resistance the Bolshevik regime the Golden Hord.e trusteq to 09||eCt tribute forrthe
* Territories that were not part of the Russian Empi from the population of this territory by the Moscow

(Galicia, Bukovina, and the Memel region) were princes.
annexed in 1939-40.
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roots. However, attempts to civilize Russia,the SU. However, the great social difficulties
which were repeatedly made by its tsars, eithecaused by large-scale systemic transformations
did not affect the despotic essence of stateand the bureaucratic nature of the privatization
ruling, or led only to some of its softening, of state property caused an increase in nostalgia
which was inevitably followed by the for a relatively prosperous past among the
restoration of its rigidity. Russia's foreign pglic Russian population. In addition, Russia
was closely connected with its internal remained a multinational state, where the
development. It began with the collection of the national-administrative entities began to strive
«lands of Rus» by Moscow princes, andfor greater autonomy, and even complete
transformed eventually into large-scale capturesndependence. Chechnya's attempts to secede
of other territories both in the East and in thefrom Russia caused a war that destabilized the
West. Tsar Peter | proclaimed Russia an empirgolitical situation in the country and led to the
in 1721. The Russian Empire became one of thgrowth of Russian nationalism and chauvinism.
largest states in the world at the end of itsThe collapse of the SU, which was perceived as
existence, occupying an area of 22.8 million sqg.primarily a Russian state by Russian people,
km. (Shvili 2021). also had a negative impact on their
Heavy defeats on the fronts of the First consciousness, giving birth to a revanchist
World War and a sharp deterioration of thetrend. It was against the background of these
social and economic situation led to the collapsdrends that Viadimir Putin, a KGB offspring,
of the Russian Empire in 1917. However, thewon the presidency in 2000. The Russian
short period of democratization of Russia waspolitical system began again to acquire a
soon replaced by the Bolshevik dictatorship.totalitarian character under the Putin's rule.
Bolshevism was a radical version of Marxism Thus, ruscism is not only a consequence of
by its origin, which arose in the conditions of the previous functioning of the communist
Russian reality and culture. The dictatorship ofregime, but the result of the entire historical
the proletariat was interpreted in it as thedevelopment of Russian statehood, which,
dictatorship of the leaders of the Communistaccording to the Russian historian Yuri
Party; the socialization of production — as thePivovarov, is a «movement from point A to
rigid subjugation of the entire economy to the point ... A» {IusoBapo 2006). Russia has
state, instead of creating an «association of fre@ever had long periods of free development, it
producers»; the destruction of the exploitinglacks democratic traditions, and the
classes — as terror against «class enemies» ambnsciousness of its people has been raised for
all opponents of the new political regime; the centuries on the basis of paternalism,
world socialist revolution — as armed aggressionchauvinism and imperialism.
against other countries, with the goal of The differences between ruscism and
liberating their peoples from capitalist slavery. classical totalitarianism. In the same way that
The implementation of Bolshevik ideas in ruscism is not a simple tracing of fascism or
practice led to the emergence of a modern forrNazism; it is not a restoration of Stalinism.
of despotism, which was called totalitarianism. Ruscism is an original phenomenon that differs
The Soviet totalitarian system existed for threefrom those models of totalitarianism that are
quarters of a century. Its disintegration andconsidered classical.
demise were caused by two main factors. The The first difference is related to its
objective factor was visualized in the inability formation. Putin's coming to power was not
of the system, in which there is no freedom, topreceded by the creation of a totalitarian party,
solve the tasks of modern social developmentthe formation of a broad totalitarian movement,
The subjective factor consisted in the fact thatand the development of a totalitarian doctrine.
the Soviet bureaucracy, which completely The «United Russia» party, the «patriotic»
disposed of the «socialized» means ofmovement and the «Russian World» doctrine
production and had great social privileges,were created after that.
could not legally pass them on to their The second difference lies in the formal
descendants. existence of a multiparty system. Although
An electoral democracy and a presidential-«United Russia» is the ruling party, its status is
parliamentary system of government werenot legally established. Some other parties are
introduced, an institution of private property also represented in the federal and regional
and free enterprise were restored, and a widdegislative assemblies, but they are satellites of
range of political rights and civil liberties were «United Russia». The political system of
declared in Russia after the demise ofmodern Russia resembles the systems that used
communist totalitarianism and the collapse ofto exist in a number of communist states in
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Eastern Europe and today exist in communistintentions by concern for the oppressed state of
China in this aspect. However, the statutes okcompatriots» in other countries. The sluggish
Russian satellite parties do not state that theyesponse of Western democracies to the threat
operate under the leadership of the ruling partyposed by the Putin’s regime explained by
The elections are held regularly, but their resultsRussia's large nuclear arsenal. However, Putin
are falsified. The opposition parties have beencrossed the "red lines" by making claims for a
completely pushed out of the political systemnew division of the world (similar to Potsdam)
and are subjected to increasingly harshand launching a large-scale war against
persecution, although formally they still exist.  Ukraine. Russia's relations with the West turned
The third difference concerns the economy.into a new cold-hot waiRussia has no chance
In addition to the public sector, the private of winning this war. The defeat of Russia in this
sector is also formally preserved in Russianwar will lead not only to the destruction of
economic system. However, commandingPutin's totalitarian regime, but its consequence
heights both in the public sector and in themay be the collapse of the Russian state.
private sector are occupied by «Putin's clan»,
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PAIIN3M SAK HOBA BEPCISA TOTAJIITAPU3IMY

3'ACOBY€ETBCSl CYTHICTh pamiu3My fK (peHOMEHa CydacHOl COLiaJIbHO-TIOJIITUYHOI PeabHOCTI.
Bigmigaerbes, M0 TMOHATTS pamU3My 3’ SBHJIOCS B MYOIIYHOMY Ta HayKOBOMY OOITYy BHACIIIOK
cranoBieHHs B Pocii pexxumy Bomommmupa IlytiHa, a HOTO TOMMPEHHS IIOB SA3aHO 3 ITOYAaTKOM
NOBHOMAcCIITaOHOI ~ pOCIHCHKO-YKpaiHCBbKOi BilfHM. Xoua 1€ TOHATTA BXKE OJepXajo  CBOI
IHTepIpEeTYyBaHHA B MyOJIKamisIX HHU3KA aHAJTITHKIB, TIPOTE IUTICHOTO KOHIIENTYaJIhbHOTO HOTO
OCMUCJICHHSI IIOKM 110 HeMae. ABTOp BBaXKa€, IO KOHLENTYAJIbHE OCMHCICHHSA palllu3My Mae
3IHCHIOBATUCS B MEXKaX TOTATITAPHUX CTY[Iil, OCKIIBKH TOH SBISIE COO0I0 HOBY BEPCilO TOTAIITAPU3MY.
CrpocToByeTbCSL IyMKa OpO Te, IO pPallu3M € NPOCTUM HacHigyBaHHSA (amu3Mmy Ta HaU3My.
HaronomyeTrscst Ha 10T0 ICTOPUYHUX POCIHCHKUX KOPEHSX.

3BepTaeThCA yBara He Te, 1110, Mo-Tieplie, PociiickKa AepKaBHICTh Oepe moyatok B 3onoTiid Opai, Big
SIKOI BOHA CIIAJKyBasla JECIOTHYHHN XapakTep ACp>KaBHOTO MPAaBIiHHA Ta 3arapOHUIBKY 30BHILIHIO
MOJIITHKY; TIO-IPYyTe, Y MPOIIEeCi CBOTO iCTOPUIHOTO PO3BUTKY Pocis HIKONMM He Mana TPUBAIUX IEPioiB
JIEMOKPATUIHOTO TIPABIIHHS, MO-TPETE, MEPIIii y CydacHOMY CBITI TOTaJiTapHUHA PEKUM BHHUK CaMe€ B
Pocii; mo-uerBepte, 3a CraniHa BiH HA0yB HAHOJIBIIOI B iCTOPIi TOTAITAPHOI AKOCTi. ABTOp HAroJIOIIYE,
IO pamu3M He MOKHA BBAXKATH MPOCTOIO0 PEaHIMAIIIE0 CTalliHI3My, 00 BiH BUHUK B HOBUX 1CTOPUYHHX
yMOBaX PO3BUTKY 5K Pocii, Tak i i MibXKHapOIHOTO OTOYCHHS, 110 3yMOBIJIO HOT'O OCOOIUBOCTI.

Oco0muBOCTI pamm3My sIK HOBOI Bepcii TOTamiTapu3My TNONATal0Th B TiM, IO CTBOPEHHS
ToTamitapHoi mapTii, GopMyBaHHs HIMPOKOTO TOTATITAPHOTO PyXy Ta po3poOKa TOTAJITApHOI JOKTPUHU
BimOyucs Bke micisa Toro sk [IyTin HaOyB Aep:kaBHY Biaay; POCIHChbKA MOMITHYHA cHcTeMa (JOpPMaIbHO
Mae OaraTomapTiiHMH XapakTep; KOHTPOJIb MONITHYHOTO PEXKHMY 32 (YHKLIOHYBAaHHSM EKOHOMIKH
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3MIHCHIOETBCS HE CTUIBKM (OPMATIbHUMHU JAEp>KaBHUMHU

MyTIHCHKUM KJIAHOM.

IHCTUTYTaMH, CKIJIbKH He(OopMaTbHUM

Kuro4oBi cimoBa: pawusm, momanimapusm, awuszm, ayusm, Oinouosuzm, cmaninism, Pocis.
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