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In today’s world, language proficiency is a necessity, which is why the introduction of innovative
teaching methods, including digital resources, helps to improve the quality of teaching and foreign lan-
guage proficiency among students. The aim of this study is to determine the level of professors’ familiarity
on the oriental languages and intercultural communication department at V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National
University with such online resources as trainchinese, PurpleCulture, GoogleClassroom, to analyze their
awareness on the offered online resources and frequency of its introduction into the Chinese teaching
process, to find out the correlation between mastering the material, raising interest, increasing students’
academic progress and adopting online resources to education.The experiment involved an anonymous
survey (filling out a Google Form) among Chinese language teachers. The results of the study showed that
all surveyed teachers are familiar with the functionality of the trainchinese and GoogleClassroom appli-
cations, while the PurpleCulture application is familiar to fewer respondents. Therefore, it needs further
popularization among teachers and students. Based on the survey, teachers of the Department of Oriental
Languages and Intercultural Communication of V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University made his own con-
clusions, which will help to make changes in the curriculum and diversify the process of conducting classes.
The article analyzes the works of foreign scientists who studied digital technologies and mobile applica-
tions and their introduction into the educational process. The study focuses on learning Chinese using ap-
plications and platforms for personal computers, smartphones and tablets, presented on both the Android
platform and iOS. It should be noted that the article also contains a detailed analysis of the advantages
and disadvantages of the proposed online resources, the possibility of their use by students with different
levels of Chinese proficiency. The article not only reveals the importance of using online resources, but
also demonstrates all aspects of the implementation of digital applications in the educational process. All
applications and platforms are recommended for educational programs with Chinese language learning.

Keywords: teaching methods, digital resources, digital tools, digital media, teaching process, online
resources.
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Hanusaiiko Onekciii,

KaHAMAAT NefaroriyHMX Hayk, AOLEeHT Kadeapu nenaroriku,

XapKiBCbKMIA HaljioHaNbHUIA yHiBepcuTeT imeHi B. H. KapasiHa, mangaHn CBoboan 6, 61022, Xapkis, YKpaiHa,
Pe3HiueHKo MaHHa,

CTYAeHTKa 4 Kypcy dpaKynbTeTy iHO3EMHUX MOB,

XapKiBCbKMI HauioHanbHUI yHiBepcuTeT imeHi B. H. KapasiHa, mangaH Ceoboan 4, 61022, Xapkis, YKpaiHa,
Kynakosa IHHa,

CTYAEHTKa 4 Kypcy GpakynbTeTy iHO3EMHUX MOB,

XapKiBCbKMI HauioHaNbHUI yHiBepcuTeT imeHi B. H. KapasiHa, mangaHn Ceoboaun 4, 61022, Xapkis, YKpaiHa,
Kypaesa OneHa,

CTYAEHTKa 4 Kypcy GpaKynbTeTy iHO3eMHUX MOB,

XapKiBCbKMIA HaljioHaNbHUIA yHiBepcuTeT imeHi B. H. KapasiHa, mangaH Ceoboan 4, 61022, Xapkis, YKkpaiHa,
BoHpapeHKo AHHa,

CTYAeHTKa 4 Kypcy dpaKynbTeTy iHO3EMHUX MOB,

XapKiBCbKMI HaLjioHaNbHUIA yHiBepcuTeT imeHi B. H. KapasiHa, mangaHn Ceoboan 4, 61022, Xapkis, YKpaiHa,

BMBYEHHA KUTAACbKOI MOBU 3A JONOMOTOI0 LIMdPOBUX AOAATKIB

Y cyyacHOMy CBiTi BONOAIHHA MOBaMM € HEOBXiAHICTIO, came TOMY BNPOBaAKEHHS iIHHOBALLIMHUX MeTOAiB
HaBYaHH#A, 30Kpema LMbpPoBUX pecypcis, CNPUAE NONINLWEHHIO AKOCTI BUKIaAaHHA Ta BONIOAiHHA iIHO3EMHOO
MOBOIO cepef, 3400yBadiB OCBiTU. MeTol LOCNiAKEHHA € BU3HAYEHHA 06i3HAHOCTI BUKAazadiB Kadeapwm
CXiAHWX MOB Ta MiXKY/NbTYPHOI KOMYHiKaLLii XapKiBCbKOro HauioHaNbHOroO yHiBepcuteTy imeHi B. H. Kapasi-
Ha y BMKOPWCTaHHI goAaTkis Ta nnatdopm trainchinese, PurpleCulture Ta Google Classroom 3aans BCTaHOB-
JIEHHA YaCTOTU BMKOPUCTAHHA BULLE3rafaHMX PecypciB Ta CMiBBiAHOLEHHA MiX OCBOEHHAM maTepiany, 3a0-
XOUYEHHSAM [0 HaBYa/IbHOTO MPOLECY, NiABULWEHHAM PiBHSA BOJOAIHHA KMTAMCbKOKO MOBOO Cepes, CTYAEHTIB.
EKCnepuMMeHT MaB Ha yBasi MPOXOAKeHHS aHOHIMHOTO ONMUTYBaHHA (3anoBHeHHs Google Form) cepes, BuKna-
[a4iB KMTAMCbKOI MOBU. Pe3ynbTaTi AOCAIAKEHHA NOKA3ann, WO yci ONUTyBaHi BUKAaAa4ui 03HaloOMAEH] i3
dyHKUioHanom goaaTkis trainchinese Ta GoogleClassroom, a ocb aogaTtok PurpleCulture 3Haiomuii meHLWwin
KiNbKOCTi onuTyBaHUX. Tomy BiH noTpebye noganbLioi nonynspusadii cepes BUKNaAadis Ta cTyaeHTiB. Ha oc-
HOBi NPOMAEHOrO OMUTYBAHHA, BUKNAZAYi Kadeapu CXifHUX MOB Ta MiXKKY/IbTYPHOT KOMYHiKaLLii XapKiBCbKOro
HaLioHaNbHOro yHiBepcuTeTy imeHi B.H. KapasiHa 3pobuiuv BnacHi BUCHOBKM, iKi MOCMPUATUMYTb BHECEHHIO
3MiH Yy HaBYa/IbHUM NaH Ta YPiSHOMaHITHEHHIO NpoLLecy NPoBeAeHHA 3aHATb. Y CTaTTi 6yAM NpoaHani3oBaHi
npawi iHO3eEMHMX HAYKOBLLB, AKI 3aliMannCcA BUBYEHHAM LUMPPOBUX TEXHONOTI Ta MOBINbHUX AOAATKIB Ta iX
3anNpoBaZKEHHAM Yy HaBYabHWUI npouec. JocniaKeHHA POKYCYETbCA HA BMBYEHHI KMTAaCbKOI MOBM 33 [0-
NMOMOTOI0 A0AaTKIB Ta NAaTGopm A1A NepcoHaNbHUX KOMM'I0TepiB, CMapTOOHIB Ta NIaHLIETIB, NpeacTaB/e-
HUX AK Ha nnatdopmi Android, Tak i Ha |OS. Cnig 3a3HAUMTK, WO Y CTATTi TAKOXK MICTUTbCS AeTasbHUIA aHani3
rnepesar Ta Hego/iKiB 3aNpPONOHOBAHUX OHMANH-PECYPCiB, MOXKAMBICTb IXHbOTO BUKOPUCTaHHSA 34006yBaYamm
OCBITW 3 PI3HUMM PIBHAMMW BONOAIHHA KMTAMCbKOI. CTaTTA He /IMLLEe PO3KPUBAE BAXK/ANBICTb BUKOPUCTAHHSA OH-
NalH-pecypciB, ane M 4EMOHCTPYE YCi CTOPOHM BNPOBaAKEHHA LMPOBMX AOAATKIB Y HaBYAIbHMI NpoLec. YCi
[0A3TKM Ta NAaTGOPMM PEKOMEHA0BAHI /1A OCBITHIX NPOrpam 3 BUBYEHHAM KUTAUCbKOI MOBM.

KntouyoBi cnoBa: metoan HaBYaHHA, HAaBYa/IbHUIM NPOLLEC, OHNAMH-pecypcu, UMOPOBI IHCTPYMEHTH,
undposi megia, undposi pecypcu.

Hanusaiiko Anekcein,

KaHAWAAT Nefarormyeckux HaykK, goueHT Kadeapbl Nearormki,

XapbKOBCKUIM HaUMOHaNbHbIN yHUBEpPCUTET MMeHM B. H. KapasuHa naowaab CBoboabl 6, 61022, XapbKoB, YKpauHa,
Pe3HM4eHKo AHHa,

CTyAeHTKa 4 Kypca daKynbTeTa MHOCTPAHHbIX A3bIKOB,

XapbKOBCKMUIM HaLMOHaNbHbIN yHUBEpPCUTET MMeHM B. H. KapasuHa naowaab CBoboabl 4, 61022, XapbKoB, YKpauHa,
Kynakosa UHHa,

CTYAEHTKa 4 Kypca daKynbTeTa MHOCTPAHHbIX A3bIKOB,

XapbKOBCKMI HaLMOHaNbHbIA yHUBepcuTeT MeHu B. H. Kapa3uHa nnowaab CBo6oabl 4, 61022, XapbKoB, YKpauHa,
Kyaaesa EneHa,

CTYAEeHTKa 4 Kypca daKynbTeTa MUHOCTPAHHbIX A3bIKOB,

XapbKOBCKUI HalMOHaNbHbIN yHUBEPCUTET MMeHM B. H. KapasuHa nnowaab CBoboabl 4, 61022, XapbKoB, YKpauHa,
BoHpapeHKo AHHa,

CTYAEHTKa 4 Kypca dakynbTeTa MHOCTPAHHbIX A3bIKOB,

XapbKOBCKUIM HaUMOHaNbHbIN yHUBEPCUTET MMeHM B. H. KapasuHa naowaab CBoboabl 4, 61022, XapbKoB, YKpauHa,

W3YYEHUE KUTAMCKOTO A3bIKA C MOMOLLbIO LIU®POBbIX MPUNOXKEHUIN

B coBpeMeHHOM Mupe BNageHue A3blKaMu ABNAETCA HEOBXOAMMOCTbIO, MO3TOMY BHeApPEeHUe UH-
HOBaLIMOHHbIX METOA0B 0ByUYeHUs, B YaCTHOCTU LMPPOBbIX PECYPCOB, CMOCOBCTBYET YAYUYLLIEHWIO Kade-
CTBa NpenoAaBaHUA U BNaAeHMA MHOCTPaHHbIM A3bIKOM Cpeau coucKaTenei obpasosaHus. Llenbio uc-
CnefioBaHMA ABAAETCA OnpeAesieHne O0CBEAOMIEHHOCTM npenogasateneit Kapeapbl BOCTOUHbIX A3bIKOB
N MEXKKY/IbTYPHON KOMMYHMKaL MM XapbKOBCKOrO HaLMOHaNbHOMO yHMBepcuTeTa umeru B.H. KapasuHa
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B MCMNO/Ib30BaHMM NPUAOKeHU 1 naatdopm trainchinese, PurpleCulture n Google Classroom ans ycra-
HOBJ/IEHMA YaCTOTbl MCMO/Ib30BaHUA BbIWEYNOMAHYTHIX PECYPCOB M COOTHOLIEHME MEXKAYy OCBOEHMEM
maTepuana, noowpeHmem K ydebHoOMy npoueccy, NoBbllEeHMEM YPOBHA BAALEHMA KUTAUCKMM A3bIKOM
cpeau CTyAeHTOB. JKCNMEePUMEHT UMeN B BUAY NPOXOXKAEHWA aHOHMMHOro onpoca (3anonHeHne Google
Form) cpeau npenofasaTenell KUTAMCKOro A3biKa. Pe3ynbTaTbl MCCNeA0BaHUA NOKa3aau, YTo BCe onpaLun-
BaeMble npenogasaTeniv 3HaKoMbl ¢ GYHKLMOHANOM NpunoxKeHui trainchinese n GoogleClassroom, a Bot
npunoxeHune PurpleCulture 3HakoMbI MeHbLIEM KONMYECTBE OnpallimMBaemMblx. [103TOMy OH Hy}KAaeTcs
B Ja/ibHellen nonyaapusaumm cpeam npenogasateneit u CTy4eHToB. Ha ocHoBe npoigeHHOro onpoca,
npenogasaTtenu Kadeapbl BOCTOUYHbIX A3bIKOB M MEMKY/IbTYPHON KOMMYHMKALMUM XapbKOBCKOrO HaLMO-
HaNbHOro yHMBepcuTeTa MmeHu B.H. KapasuHa caenanm cobcTBeHHbIe BbiBOAb!, KOTOPbIE NOCAPUATUMYTb
BHECEHWIO M3MEHEHMI B y4ebHbIN NiaH 1 pasHoobpasmio npouecca NPoBeAeHUA 3aHATUIA. B cTaTbe Bbiin
NpoaHaIn3MpPoBaHbl TPYAA MHOCTPAHHBIX YYEHbIX, 3aHMMABLUMXCA U3yYeHUeM LMPPOBbLIX TEXHOIOTUIN U
MOBUNBHBIX NMPUNOXKEHUIA U UX BHeApPeHUeM B y4yebHblit npouecc. MccneposaHne GoKycupyeTcs Ha m3-
YYEHMUU KUTANCKOrO A3blKa C MOMOLLBIO NPUIOXKEHUI M NnaTGopmM AN NepCcoHasIbHbIX KOMMbIOTEPOB,
CMapTHOHOB M NNAHLLETOB, NPeACTaBAeHHbIX KaKk Ha nnatdopme Android, Tak 1 Ha |OS. CheayeT oTMETUTb,
YTO B CTaTbe TaK¥Ke COAEPXKMUTCA NOAPO6HbIN aHaAN3 NPEMMYLLECTB M HeAOCTaTKOB MpeasiaraeMblX OH-
NaliH-pecypcoB, BO3MOXHOCTb UX MUCNO/Ib30BAHMA COMCKATENAMM 06Pa30BaHMUA C PA3IMYHbIMU YPOBHAMM
BNaZEeHMNA KUTalcKol. CTaTbs He TONIbKO PacKpbIBAET BaXKHOCTb MCMOJ/Ib30BAHWA OHJ/IANH-PECYpPCOB, HO U
OEMOHCTPUPYET BCE CTOPOHbI BHEAPEHUA LLMPPOBLIX NPUIOXKEHWI B y4ebHbI npoLecc. Bce npunoxeHns

HAYKOBI 3AITMCKH KA®E/IPHU ITEJATOT'KH

1 NNaThopmbl peKOMeHLO0BaHbI 4/ 06pa30BaTeNbHbIX MPOrPaMm C U3yHeHNEM KMTAMCKOro A3blKa.
KnioueBble cnoBa: meToabl 06ydeHus, yuebHbli NpoLecc, OHAaMH-pecypcbl, UndpoBbie MHCTPYMEH-

Tbl, UMbpPOBbLIE Meana, LdpoBble pecypchb.

1. INTRODUCTION

The topic of global advance of Chinese
language has gained much importance in recent
years in the international mass media, and as a
result, in an interpretation area [8]. Thousands
of undergraduates come to China to get higher
education. Chinese language proficiencyisrequired
by the employers in different countries [10; 13].
It resulted from the expansion of the cooperation
with Chinese companies worldwide. As a
consequence, the number of job openings with the
Chinese proficiency as a necessary requirement
for getting hired is growing each year. Some
researchers claim that the knowledge of Chinese
will become essential in business and politics in
the upcoming years. However, Chinese language
is difficult for a representative of Western culture
[17]. The main features are difficult phonetics
with tones used to distinguish words and writing
that requires knowledge of many Chinese
characters. It is obvious that mastering Chinese
is a time-consuming and painstaking process that
requires a complex approach in learning: listening,
reading, writing, and speaking. These days
mastering languages is a necessity, which is why
the introduction of innovative teaching methods,
digital resources in particular, contributes to
improving the quality of teaching and foreign
language skills among learners.

Nowadays, the amount of time spent online is
increasing, which leads to an urgent need to use
digital tools not only for entertainment, but also
for learning and self-development. This is the
reason why the teacher needs to be technically

aware of the online resources for the formation of
speech and digital competences of the educational
recipients. In particular, the main problem faced
by foreign language teachers is the selection
of the right digital media, because the modern
information space is full of low quality content [9].

Therefore, the overall goal is to determine
the level of technical literacy of professors
of the Oriental Languages and Intercultural
Communication Department at V.N. Karazin
Kharkiv National University, to analyze their
awareness on the offered online resources and
frequency of its implementation into the Chinese
teaching process.

Analysis of recent research and
publications. As technology developed, the need
to research the possibilities of learning foreign
languages using digital tools. A great number of
researchers have studied this field outlying the
influence on educational process. For instance,
Catherine Regina Heil, Jason S. Wu, Joey ]. Lee
created the article “A review of mobile language
learning applications: trends, challenges and
opportunities”, published in 2016. They aimed
at determining pedagogical focus and ability of
the applications to adapt to individual needs and
level of proficiency. In the article, they pointed
out the influence of applications on learning
vocabulary in isolation, vocabulary in context,
grammar, pragmatics, pronunciation. The results
demonstrated that most of the applications focuses
on vocabulary in isolation paying little attention
to other aspects of learning. The main method
for learning languages used in the applications
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was flashcards, which is not able to provide the
users with all the meanings of the word. Not many
applications allowed the users to type words or
pronounce them. Grammatical and pragmatical
aspects arerather given in the form of phrasebooks.
Writing remains the most undeveloped skill if
compared to other skills [6].

According to Glenda A. Gunter, Laurie
0. Campbell, Junia Braga, Marcos Racilan,
Valeska Virginia S. Souza, the authors of
“Language learning apps or games: an
investigation utilizing the RETAIN model”,
published in 2016, the applications are a great
tool to master languages. applications mentioned
in the research included a great variety of
activities. It was easy to encourage learners
to study harder with the help of gamification
elements, points, extra lessons competition with
friends, for instance. Furthermore, the authors
stated the importance of sequenced levels for
the learners allowing to develop vocabulary and
communication, cognitive, metacognitive skills
progressively. However, digital tools cannot be
used alone: they should be integrated into and
adapted to the traditional educational progress.
In this way, learners can receive the knowledge
needed [5].

Mohammed Alfadil in his article “Effectiveness
of wvirtual reality game in foreign language
vocabulary acquisition”, explores the impact of the
virtual reality (VR) as a tool to enrich vocabulary
of an intermediate school learners. Students
participating in the study showed their enthusiasm
and motivation to accomplish the tasks. The
advantage of VR method of learning is the direct
demonstration of words learnt and interaction
with the world created by digital technology. The
results achieved in the study provide evidence
to the statement that students can learn more
effectively if put into artificial situations they have
to live through. This also draws a conclusion that
increase of activities given to the learners increases
the vocabulary acquisition [1].

The article “An exploration of the use of mobile
applications to support the learning of Chinese
characters employed by students of Chinese as a
foreign language”, written by Amanda Mason and
Zhang Wenxin, focuses on the tools that contribute
to the learning of the Chinese language. Most of the
responents use at least one application to improve
language skills. Nearly half of them uses two or
even more digital tools. The results demonstrate
two things: beginners usually use applications to
listen to pronunciation and to identify components,
while intermediate and advanced learners consider
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the applications to be the way of memorizing new
words. The authors point out that Pleco is one of
the most popular application among the learners
of Chinese language; however, it is not enough to
master the language in detail, as proper learner
training is required. Memrise and Skritter tend to
be less popular [10].

Rong He and Xiaoge Xu published a work
called “Mobile Experience in Learning Chinese:
Review and Recommendations”, which spotlights
the need to examine not only the effectiveness
of the applications used to study, but also the
learners’ experience. Such things as application
design and proper organization contribute to the
motivation and enthusiasm of the learners. The
authors suggest implementing the six stages of
mobile experience, previously proposed by Xu
(2017). The stages are: enticement, entertainment,
engagement, empowerment, enlightenment and
enhancement. They should be adapted to different
factors, starting from individual needs and tastes to
demographic features, but they ought to be taken
into consideration, while creating and analyzing
digital tools [7].

“A Survey of Mobile Apps for Learning Chinese
Vocabulary”, written by Chin-His Lin, Keyi Zhou,
Shiyun Yang, is a work, that outlines 22 the most
popular applications for enriching vocabulary
for Chinese learners. The study indicates that
most applications are created in a form of either
a dictionary or a game, in which the words are
structured semantically and special situations
are created to demonstrate the proper use of
the lexemes. The applications used associations,
repetition, word listing. Metacognitive strategies
are also used to create a situated learning
environment. However, the authors claim that
due to the lack of proper explanations, learning
goals, practice, the applications cannot provide the
knowledge needed for the study [3].

Another research “Mobile English Learning:
An Empirical Study on an APP, English Fun
Dubbing”, created by Sihong Zhang emphasizes
on the efficiency of mobile phones to perform as
a supporting tool in the educational process. The
respondents, who took partin the study, stated that
the experience of learning using online resources
was never implemented during their school
life, and most of them place using mobile phone
for learning after calling, taking photographs,
listening to music and texting. Nevertheless, they
are willing to have more digitalized and gamified
educational process. They showed better results in
learning while using the application as a part of the
experiment conducted in this study [22].
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Therefore, modern mobile learning involves
the use of mobile technologies either alone or
in combination with other information and
communication technologies, enabling the user
to carry out the training at any time and place
[12, p.111]. The functionality of mobile gadgets
provides a multifaceted learning experience: people
can use their portable devices to access educational
resources, communicate with others, create and
store content, and more.Our analysis of mobile
applications forlearning a foreign language suggests
that a significant number of them have been created
today, namely: free (Duolingo, Memrise, HiNative)
and partially free (BritishCouncil, Drops, Easy Ten,
Effortless English, LingQ, Lingualeo, WordBit).

The purpose of our research is investigation
of the application and the analysis of its
functioning at all, on the example of teachers of
the Department of Oriental Languages and
Intercultural Communication, show the degree of
use of various digital application in the process of
learning Chinese.

2. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

2.1. Research objectives

The research aims were chosen to examine:

e How often university teachers use Internet
resources during teaching process;

G :
USA Unit 3
LEARH FLASHCARDS
Greal progress! Continue in Write
moade to master this set today,
Study all Study 56 ETE
TERMS Original =
USA Unit3
administer € 273 terms
3anpoBapKyBsaTm o elena_kudaeva

aid-to-education program ®

nporpama AonoMoru ocaiTi 69 terms

. elena_kudaeva
allocation of oil <4
poanoain HadhTn n

Figure 1. 5 learning modes

of Quizlet mobile application and study sets

e (Correlation between mastering mate-
rial, increasing interest, developing language

Speech. World around us. Business

competences, better academic performance
and implementation online resources to
educational process.

e Teacher familiarity with the functionality
of trainchinese, PurpleCulture, GoogleClassroom.

e Identify whether university teachers are
ready to implement the suggested online resources
into their practice.

e Drawbacks of the online resources imple-
mentation.

2.2. Research methods

e For the solution of the tasks and
achievement of the research purpose, the
following research methods will be used in the
complex: theoretical: analysis of pedagogical and
psychological works, the systematization of the
views and achievements of scientists(to identify
the state of development of the problem, to define
the essence of the basic concepts of research, to
develop methodological principles. Experimental:
questionnaires, observations, analysis of the
products of educational activities of participants
in the educational process. A questionnaire was
chosen asamethod of data collection for the study:.
[t was created in Google Docks Forms, containing
11 questions. 7 responses were received during
the experiment.

2.3. Survey participants

° 7  university  teachers
(aged 23 to 41) of the Department of
Oriental Languages and Intercultural
Communication of V. N. Karazin
National University participated in the

experiment.
&
e 3. THE ANALYSIS OF THE
APPLICATIONS
An analysis of scientific sources
Gt b showed that mobile applications

as a means of passive display of
educational material do not have
a fundamental novelty in the
curriculum, however, their signi-
ficance for the field of education
consists in their interactivity,
which provides opportunities for
active learning of vocabulary and
development students language skills
[2; 4; 12].

If we are talking about training
a qualified professional in modern
society, then this processis not possible
without the use of digital teaching
aids. The most effective means of teaching foreign
languages and Chinese in particular include mobile
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applications and online platforms [6; 11; 18; 21].
In this study, we propose to highlight the basic
learning platform GoogleClassroom and mobile-
digital applications Quizlet, Trainchinese and
Purple Culture.The main objective is to define the
main pros and cons of using digital applications
Quizlet, Trainchinese and Purple Culture and a free
web service GoogleClassroom in the educational
process of learning Chinese language.

Considering different digital tools for studying
that one can use for learning a foreign language,
let us focus on Quizlet and GoogleClassroom.
It is necessary for us to note that these digital
applications can be used in the educational process
by both teachers and students.

With the object of determining the effec-
tiveness of the use of the digital applications
mentioned above in foreign languages learning
process, we should disclose the pros and cons of
digital tools for studying in detail.

Having been conducted recently, the analysis
of the scientific and methodological literature
revealed that Quizlet is a digital mobile and web-
based application that allows students to study
information via learning tools and games [14]. It
was created by Andrew Sutherland in October 2005
and released to the public in January 2007. The
main form of representing information is learning
modules (called “study sets”) composed of terms
and their definitions. The application introduces
8 learning modes of which 5 are available in the
mobile application interface [16, p. 87].

The advantages of this application include:

e Quizlet provides an application program-
ming interface that allows others to access Quizlet
data. Available functions include uploading
and downloading flashcards, modifying users’
flashcards, and finding definitions created by
Quizlet users [15].

e wide functionality allows one to choose
a convenient way of remembering information
that will correspond to the student’s individual
characteristics;

e it helps to improve communication
between a teacher and a student (enables tracking
of learning process).

The disadvantages of this digital application
include:

e [tcontainspaid content, for example, offline
function, free image selection, adding pictures to
describe words, removing advertisements are not
available;

e module creators can make mistakes;

e only one answer is accepted when
performing the task;
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e it is not designed to improve the level of
spoken language.

al <+ [°X ]

Google Classroo
Google Classroom

AA-34 MNpakTrka nepag
Yrenue/AyoupoBaHue

Oana bopwcosa

Yreuve 5 ypoOK OCHOBMON TEKCT

Oepxyctpin CLLUA

A 33, fIA 34

Omutpo Kotnspos

WIBEREE=M (L)

Wik

Figure 2. Separate folders
(called “classes”) in Google Classroom

Other digital tool that can stand the users
in good stead while learning a foreign language
is GoogleClassroom. Google Classroom is a free
web service, developed by Google for schools,
that aims to simplify creating, distributing,
and grading assignments in a paperless way.
The primary purpose of Google Classroom is to
streamline the process of sharing files between
teachers and students. It is free and affiliated
with other Google services. We would like to
outline that this point makes the using process
easier. In particular, its main tasks include the
creation of an online platform for spreading of
foreign language learning tasks and provision
of important information to the students
(assessments, chatting, etc.).

The advantages of this web service include:

e Systematicity and arrangement;

e asimpleinterface that saves time to master
this program;
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e auto save of materials and information in
Google Cloud Service;

e the opportunity of timely tasks review,
assessment and comments;

e the opportunity for a teacher to determine
the deadline for submitting a test.
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Figure 3. The interface of the dictionary and a word flash-card

The disadvantages of GoogleClassroom include:

e Gmail mailbox is required;

e Inability of creating a test to check
knowledge.

e Inability of editing of assignments once
they are released [20].

Trainchinese is worth paying attention to.
The application consists of a free and complete
dictionary, thousands of vocabulaty lists,
example sentences, audio recordings, measure
words and character animations. It is available
for both I0S and Android users. The app creators
claim Trainchinese to be a high quality service
to facilitate the learning of languages, to be very
easy to use and accessible at any time in any
place [19].

The main characteristics of the application
are:

e the opportunity to learn the meaning of
the word using Russian, Chinese or Pinyin;

110

Create flash card

You can add 0 more this week

1pply to any type of business

e iflearners start to search the word needed,
they will immediately see the Chinese character,
transcription, translation, part of speech and
measure word (also known as classifier, it denotes
people and things and are divided into classes of
money, time, people, mass);

] the application pro-
© B 25% 8 vides stroke order animation;
B s imstens o using internet con-

nection, one can listen to audio
recordings of Chinese words;

o moreover, there is
a function “Other meanings”
featuring additional semantic
aspects of a lexeme;

. another advantage
to mention is Training mode
that allows those, who receive
education to create their own
sets of flashcards;
furthermore, users

can choose to use Simplified,

Traditional characters or both;

. it is also possible
to change the way a character
looks depending on the tone
(the characters are available in
different colors and there are

\ settings of tone marks written

h @

Share Remind me ]

Characters

above Chinese characters);

o if  needed to
cause complications, either
the characters can be left
unchanged or  phonetic
transcription can be adjusted;

e Dbesides, another benefit to point out is the
speed of stroke order animation;

e in addition, Training mode featuring
flashcards may also be configured.

The disadvantages of Trainchinese include:

e Bad quality recording of some words

e Inability of listening to a word pro-
nunciation off-line

e In-app purchases

Last but not the least is Purple Culture. It is a
free online pinyin converter. However, there are
some other pros mentioned below:

e (Characters can be written in different
colors, each color represent a certain tone.

e The word list demonstrates all the
words wused in the text. Transcription,
definition in a chosen language and traditional
characters are also given. Among other
advantages of this tool it would be great to
highlight the following:
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Talking Chinese to Pinyin/Zhuyin Converter EIZXEN E23

Add our Pinyin converter bookmarklet to your bookmark, to quickly convert selected Chinese text from any webpage to Pinyin. Click here for more information.

Convert Text Convert TXT/SRT/LRC File Convert Image File

Tip: You can press Ctrl + Enter to start the conversion

0/ 1000

¥iCorrect Tone for /— @ Tone colors [JAnnotation View as: | Pinyin with tone mark (pinyin)

A

!

Figure 4. Interface of an online pinyin converter Purple Culture

1. The list of words can be downloaded in
different formats including PDF, CSV, Excel;

2. lItis possible to print the word list without
downloading it;

3. Test (paid content);

4. Tasks created automatically to memorize
the words;

5. Games created in PDF format to provide
gamification of the educational process;

6. The list of the words selected by the user.
The text tasks combine the next:

Chinese practice worksheet;

Filling the gaps;

Making up sentences with the words given.
Settings offers:

1. The opportunity to make an audio
recording and download it which would help the
learners to practice listening skills;

2. High-quality translation of either the whole
text or its paragraphs into different languages;

3. Audio speed setting, speaker’s gender option;

4. Division of the lexemes according to the
level of HSK.

Having conducted the analysis of pros and cons
of digital applications Quizlet, GoogleClassroom,
Trainchinese and Purple Culture we can conclude
that the use of this services can positively influence
the process of learning a foreign language. The
sources of the Internet can stand as an invaluable
and immense basis for improving the quality of
students’ education, meeting their professional
and personal interests and needs. Moreover,
the programs mentioned above allow to train
different types of language activities and unite
them in different combinations, form linguistic
skills, create communicative situations. It

s wn e

would be unfair not to mention that fact that
theuseof digitalresourcesinthe educational process
provides many opportunities for a foreign language
teacher, but it is necessary to cogitate about their
goals and evaluate the effectiveness of the use of
certain studying resources. However, one should not
forget about traditional teaching methods that have
withstood the tests of time and proved to be effective
ones. The combination of traditional teaching
methods with the latest technologies can make
educational process more flexible and dynamic,
which will definitely contribute to high results in
learning foreign languages and development of an
individual’s key competences.

4. THE RESULTS

The following are the results of a survey of
Chinese language teachers at the Department
of Oriental Languages and Intercultural
Communication at V.N. Karazin National University.
Teachers of the department took part in the
survey in the amount of 7 and they were asked the
following questions:

Question no. 1: Please specify your age.

The purpose of this question is to determine
the number of age groups among teachers that
prevails at the Department of Oriental Languages and
Intercultural Communication at V.N. Karazin National
University. The results displayed that 1 respondent
aged 23 years (14.3%), 2 respondents aged 24 years
(28.6%), 1 respondent aged 27 years (14.3%),
1 respondent aged 30 years (14, 3%), 1 respondent
aged 35 (14.3%), 1 respondent aged 41 (14.3%).

The results for question no.1 showed that the
survey participants belong to the group of prime
working age [1].
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Please specify your age?

1(14,3 %)

23 24 27

1(14,3 %)

1(14.3 %) 1(14,3 %) 1(143 %)

30 35 41

Figure 5. Respondents’ age

Question no. 2: Do you use any online
resources during classes? (Specify your favorite
ones)

The question was designed to find out whether
the teachers of the Department of Oriental
Languages and Intercultural Communication
use online resources during classes. The survey
showed that all 7 respondents (100%) use online
resources in the process of teaching.

Do you use any online resources during
classes? (Specify your favorite ones)

Yu BUKOpPUCTOBYETe Bu 6y/ib-siKi OHIalH-pecypcu
i/l Yac NpoBeJleHHS 3aHATh?

(3a baxkaHHAM BKaXiTh y/t06J1eH]i pKepesia)

7 OTBETOB

® Ta
@ Hi

Figure 6. Usage of online resources

Question no. 3: How often do you use online
resources during classes?

The frequency of using online resources
during classes is limited to 4 answers: every
time (28,6%), 1-2 times per 2 weeks (28,6%),
1-3 times per one month (28,6 %), once per
semester (14,3 %). Thus, the teachers of
the Department of Oriental Languages and
Intercultural Communication of V. N. Karazin

National University have different opinions
concerning the frequency of using online
resources during classes.

How often do you use online resources
during classes?

flx yacTo B BUKOPUCTOBYETE OHIAWH-pECYPCU
Ha 3aHATTAX?
7 OTBETOB

@ Kossoro pasy

® 1-2 pasw Ha gBa T
@ 1-3 pasu Ha micaub
@ Pa2 Ha cemecrp

Figure 7. The frequency of using online resources
during classes

Question no.4: Doyou have all the necessary
conditions in the university classrooms for
applying online resources into the educational
process?

The question about providing university
teachers with all the necessary conditions for
using online resources during the classes has
3 answer options: yes, the conditions are quite
suitable for me (0%), yes, but the number of
such classrooms is limited (71, 4%), no (28,6%).
The results of the survey show that none of
the respondents is completely satisfied with
the availability of the necessary conditions in
the university classrooms for applying online
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resources into studying process. It may be
concluded that the university does not have
enough equipment to make using of online
resources during classes possible.

Do you have all the necessary conditions in
the university classrooms for applying online
resources into studying process?

Yu HeoObXiAHI yMOBU B ayAiTOPiAX AJ151 BUKOPUCTAHHSA
OHJIaMH-pecypciB i yac 3aHATH
7 OTBETOB

® Tax, ywosu mene Linkos BNALTOENOTE
@ Tax, ane Tanax ayavTopin 3amano
@ H

Figure 8. The availability of the necessary
conditions in the university classrooms for applying
online resources into studying process

Question no.5: Which application are you
familiar with?

The purpose of the question is to establish
with which app functionality the teachers of
the Department of Oriental Languages and
Intercultural Communication are well known.
The question is limited to 4 answer options:

I3 pyHKIiOHAIOM siKOTO AojaTKa Bu o6pe 3Haiomi?
7 OTBETOB
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trainchinese (100%), PurpleCulture (28,6%),
GoogleClassroom (100%), I do not know any of
the suggested options (0%).

The results of the survey showed that
trainchinese and GoogleClassroom applications
are the most popular among teachers, as all the
respondents are familiar with the functionality of
these applications. Only 2 respondents are familiar
with PurpleCulture.

Which application are you familiar with?

Question no. 6: Did you notice that
students are more prepared for the class and
better perceive information (extracurricular
educational material, evaluation criteria,
clearly set deadlines etc.) if sent via Google
Classroom?

4 respondents (57, 1%) believe that students
are more prepared for the class and better perceive
information when sent via Google Classroom.
3 respondents (42.9%) suppose that the use of
Google Classroom does not affect the quality of
the preparation and perceiving of information by
students.

Surveyresultsshowthatmostteachersnotice
a correlation between the form of submission
and the acquisition of the information, namely
the use of the Google Classroom online resource.
However, a large percentage of teachers still
do not see any positive change in students’
acquisition of information when using Google
Classroom.

trainchinese 7 (100 3%)
Purple Culture 2(286 %)
Google Classroom 7 (100 %)
He 3Haw ®ogHOro 3 0(0%)
32ANPONOHOBAHIN BAPIAH. .,
0 2 4 6 8

Figure 9. The functionality of application
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Did you notice that students are
more prepared for the class and better
perceive information (extracurricular
educational material, evaluation criteria,
clearly set deadlines etc.) if sent via Google
Classroom?

Yu nomivasu By, u1o cTyZieHTH Gijbii
CTapaHHO FOTYIOThCA /10 3aHATH Ta Kpalle
BOJIOAIIOTH iHGOopMalie (JomoMixkHi
MaTepiasu AJis 03aKJaCHOTO 03HAWOMJIEHHS],
KpUTepil BUKOHAHHS Ta OI[iHIOBaHHSA PO6IT,
4YiTKO NpOMUCaHi y J0aTKY AeAJallHU

TOI0), AKILO0 BOHA HajicaaHa yepe3 Google
Classroom?

7 OTBETOB

® Tax
® Hi

Figure 10. The correlation between using Google
Classroom and perceiving information

Question no.7: Have you noticed increasing
of the interest among students in the topic of
the lesson, while using online resources?

6 respondents (85.7%) admit keen interest
of students in the topic of the lesson while using
online resources. 1 respondent (14.3%) does
not see any positive changes and increasing
interest.

The results of the survey showed that
most teachers of the Department of Oriental
Languages and Intercultural Communication
have notice d increasing interest among
students while using online resources. It can
be concluded that the use of online resources
in the teaching process does have a positive
effect on increasing interest in the material of
the lesson.

Have you noticed increasing of the interest
among students in the topic of the lesson while
using online resources?

Yu nomivaeTe By nifgBuIleHHS 3al]iKaBJIEHHOCTI
y TeMi 3aHATTA cepef; CTYLEHTIB y BUIALKY
BUKOPHCTAHHSA OHJIaMH-pecypciB?

7 OTBETOB

® Tx
@ H

Figure 11. Increasing interest among students in
the topic of the lesson, while using online resources

Question no. 8: Do you agree with a point of
view that the use of such applications may boost
development of students’ language competences?

The question is limited to 3 answer options:
agree (42,9%), disagree (14, 3%), it is difficult to
tell (42,9%).

The results of the survey displayed that the
most teache rs of the Department of Oriental
Languages a nd Intercultural Communication do
not agree or cannot give a clear answer to the
question co ncerning correlation between the
use of applications and development of language
competences. Thus, it may be deduced that this
question needs further research.

Do you agree with a point of view that the
use of such applications may boostdevelopment
of students’ language competences?

Yu noropKyeTech Bu 3 yMKO10, 1110 BUKOPUCTAHHA
Mo/i6HUX J10IaTKIB MOXKe MOCIPUATH PO3BUTKY
MOBHUX KOMIIETEHLiN cepeJ] CTYAEHTIiB?

7 OTBETOB

14.3%
=

@ Noroawyrocs
@ He norogxyrca
@ Bawxo signosicTn

SL”

- -~

Figure 12. Correlation between development of
language competences and the use of applications
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Question no.9: Have you noticed better ac-
ademic performance among students after im-
plementation of online resources in teaching
process?

4 (57,1 %) respondents have noticed better
academic performance among students after im-
plementation of online resources in teaching pro-
cess; 3 respondents (42,9%) have not seen any
positive changes.

The results of the survey showed the most re-
spondents notice connection between providing
online resources into teaching process and stu-
dents’ better academic performance.

Have you noticed better academic per-
formance among students after imple-
mentation of online resources in teaching
process?

Yu nomituau Bu nigBuleHHSA yCNIIIHOCTI cepef,
CTYJIeHTIiB mic/1s1 BOPOBa>KeHHS OHJIalH-pecypciB
y HaBYaJIbHUM mpouec?

7 OTBETOB

® Tax
@ Hi

Figure 13. Connection between providing
online resources into teaching process
and students’ better academic performance

Question no. 10: Are you going to imple-
ment suggested online resources into your
teaching process in the near future?

7 respondents (100%) are ready to implement
suggested online resources into their teaching pro-
cess in the near future.

The results of the survey showed that all the
teachers are planning to use suggested online re-
sources in their practice.

Are you going to implement suggested on-
line resources into your teaching process in the
near future?

What difficulties do you think may occur
with the implementation of online resources?

2020 Bunycx/ Issue 47

Yu nuianyeTte Bu y Hall6aMK4YOMy MaliOy THBOMY
BINPOBaJIMTH 3allpONIOHOBAHI OHJIalH-pecypcu?
7 OTBETOB

® Tax
® Hi

Figure 14. Implementation suggested online
resources into educational process

This question needs full and detailed response.
5 respondents shared their opinion regarding
drawbacks of online resources implementation.
Such responses were got in the survey.

1. Ido not see any drawbacks yet.

2. They (online resources) can be used only
as an addition to the main material.

3. Students do not want to fulfill tasks indi-
vidually and attentively. Also some students as-
sume that such way of learning does not provide
for their obligations to the teacher and the univer-
sity.

4. Lack of the necessary material resources.

5. The students with lack of motivation do
not fulfill the tasks; it is impossible to check acqui-
sition of all the language competences; lack of nec-
essary equipment to implement online resources
into educational process.

5. CONCLUSIONS AND PROSPECTS FOR
FURTHER RESEARCH

The sources of the Internet are considered to
be an invaluable and immense basis for improving
the quality of students’ education, meeting their
professional and personal interests and needs. The
programs mentioned above allow to train different
types of language activities and unite them in dif-
ferent combinations, form linguistic skills, create
communicative situations. It is necessary to point
out that the use of digital resources in studying
process provides a foreign language teacher with
many opportunities.

The research is aimed at determining the level
of professors’ familiarity on the oriental languages
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and intercultural communication department at
V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University, analysis
of their awareness on the offered online resources
and frequency of its introduction into the Chinese
teaching process.

In the context of this research, we managed to
determine that all the interviewed professors on
the oriental languages and intercultural communi-
cation department at V. N. Karazin Kharkiv Nation-
al University use online resources in the process
of teaching Chinese, although with varying fre-
quency. None of the respondents were completely
satisfied with the necessary conditions in lecture
halls for using online resources. Therefore, it can
be concluded that the university does not have
enough equipment to conduct classes with online
resources within its limits.

The results of the research show that all the
interviewed professors are aware of the function-
ality of such applications as trainchinese and Goo-
gleClassroom, notwithstanding the application
PurpleCulture is familiar to only 28.6% of the re-
spondents. As a consequence, it needs further pro-
motion among professors and students.

Most of the interviewed teachers see the cor-
relation between mastering the material, raising
interest, increasing students’ academic progress
and adopting online resources to education. How-
ever, the results of the poll showed that a majority
of teachers on the oriental languages and intercul-
tural communication department at V. N. Karazin
Kharkiv National University do not agree or can-
not give an exact answer on the question about
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