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MDKHAPOILHO-HPABOBPIFI MEXAHI3M 3AXUCTY EKOJIOI'TYHUX ITPAB AI-
TEU HA MIDKHAPOJHOMY YHIBEPCAJIBHOMY PIBHI

AHOTAMNIS. Bcmyn. Y cTaTTi po3risgaroThCs 0cOOMUBOCTI (JOpMYyBaHHS Ta (YHKIIOHYBAHHS MiKHApPOIHO-
MIPaBOBOTO MEXaHI3My 3aXHCTy €KOJOTIYHHX TIpaB MiTeH HAa MIKHAPOIHOMY YHIBEpCaIbHOMY PiBHI B MEXaX CHCTEMHU
OOH. ABTOp OOTpYHTOBY€ aKTyalbHICTh MpPOOJEMH, 3YMOBICHY BpAa3JIHBICTIO AIiT€H 0 HETATHBHHUX CEKOJIOTIYHHX
BIUIMBIB, @ TaKOX BIZICyTHICTIO €MHOTO 000B’I3KOBOTO MIXXHAPOJHOTO aKTY, IKHH OM KOMIUIEKCHO ITO€IHYBAB IpaBa
JMUTHHU T4 OXOPOHY JOBKIULISA.

Kopomxkuii smicm ocnosnux pesynomamie docniodicents. LIeHTpaabHUM CTPYXKHEM CHCTEMH MIKHAPOIHOIO 3a-
xucty npaB autunu € Konsenuis OOH mpo npasa qutunu 1989 p., nonoxkeHHs sikoi y TiymauenHi Komirery 3 mpas
JUTUHH OXOILTIOIOTH €KOJOTIYHUI BUMIp TaKUX OCHOBHHUX IIPaB, SIK NIPAaBO Ha JKHUTTS, 31I0POB’sl, PO3BUTOK, OCBITY, BiJ-
MOYMHOK Ta HAJICKHUH XUTTEBUU piBeHb. [IpoaHamizoBano 3aranbHi koMmeHTapi Komitety Ne7, NelS, Nel6, Nel7 ta,
ocob6muBo, Ne26 (2023 p.), siKuif ymepiine BU3HA€E MPaBO JITCH HAa YMCTE, 3M0POBE i CTane JOBKILISA Ta KOHKPETH3YE
000B’S3KH JIepKaB y cdepi KIIMaTHIHUX 3MiH. PO3risHyTO mpukimany 3 npakTuku Komitery, 30kpema crpaBa Sacchi v.
Argentina Ta iH., [0 cTajga 3HAKOBOIO JUIS BU3HAHHS TPAHCKOPIOHHOI BIAMIOBITAIIBHOCTI JEp)kKaB 3a MIKOAY, CHIPUYUHE-
Hy 3MiHOO Kiimaty. Bucitineno poms Pagum OOH 3 npaB mogwau, CrienialbHOTO J0OTNOBigadYa 3 MpaB JIIOJUHA Ta J0-
Bkt Ta iHimiatuBu Children’s Environmental Rights Initiative (CERI), siki cipusfoTh MOCHJICHHIO YBaru JO y4acTi
IiTeH y TPUIHATTI €KOJOTIYHUX pilleHb 1 (GOPMYBAaHHIO CTAHIAPTIB EKOJOTIYHOTO BPSIYBaHHS, OPIEHTOBAHOTO Ha
iTeH.

Bucrnogox. 3axuct eKoJIOTiYHHMX IpaB AiTeH MOCTYNOBO CTAa€ HEBI'€MHHMM E€JIEMEHTOM IJI00aJbHOTO MOPSIKY
JieHHoro y cdepi npas nronuau. He3Baxarouu Ha ICTOTHI JJOCSITHEHHsI Y HOPMaTHBHOMY Ta iHCTUTYLIHHOMY PO3BUTKY,
peasizallisi UX MpaB 3aJMIIAEThCsl HepiBHOMIpHOIO. [TocuienHs koopauHanii Mixk opranamu OOH, iHTerparist exoso-
TYHMX aCMEeKTIB y TOJIITHKY MpaB IUTHHH Ta 3a0e3NeYeHHs yyacTi JiTed y NPUHHATTI pillleHb € KIIOYOBUMH MEpeay-
MOBaMH NEPETBOPEHHS BU3HAHUX NPABOBUX MPHHLMIIIB HA Ji€BI MIXXHAPOJIHI CTAHAAPTH.

KJIFOYOBI CJIOBA: npasa oumunu,; exonoziuni npaea, Koneenyis OOH npo npaea oumunu, Komimem 3
npas Oumunu,; HABKOAUUWHE cepedosuwe; 3mina knimamy, OOH; midchapoOue npago; cmanuii poO3gumox; npasa oo u-
HU.
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Statement of the problem. The Preamble perceived as relatively powerless individuals [2, p.
to the 1989 United Nations Convention on the 76]. According to information published by the
Rights of the Child states that the vulnerability of United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP),
children is due to their “inferiority” compared to air and water pollution and exposure to toxic
adults due to their physical and mental immaturity substances, together with other types of
[1]. Children are physically weaker, less environmental damage, cause 1.5 million deaths
developed and weigh less than adults. They tend of children under 5 years of age each year and
to have fewer cognitive skills, intellectual contribute to disease, disability and early
abilities, less knowledge and limited reasoning mortality throughout their lives [3]. In addition,
ability, and are less competent in socialization, climate change and biodiversity loss have long-
everyday life, etc. As a result, children are term consequences for children’s health and lives.
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Children, especially from the most vulnerable and
marginalized groups, are more exposed to and
disproportionately affected by all types of
environmental damage than any other group,
despite being least responsible for it.

The World Health Organization (WHO) has
identified that children are more vulnerable to
environmental risks than adults because:

- they are constantly growing and therefore
breathe more air, eat more food and drink more
water than adults, in proportion to their weight;

- a child’s systems (central nervous system,
immune system, reproductive system, digestive
system) are still developing, so exposure to
environmental toxins at certain early stages of
development can lead to irreversible damage;

- children behave differently than adults and
are therefore exposed to environmental risks
differently. For example, young children crawl on
the ground, where they may be exposed to dust
and chemicals that accumulate on the floor and
soil;

- children have less control over their
environment. Unlike adults, they may not be
aware of the risks and may not be able to make
choices to protect their health [4].

Furthermore, due to their age, children
cannot fully participate in environmental decision-
making processes that could theoretically limit the
harmful impacts they experience.

Taking into account the abovementioned, it
is important to study the international legal
mechanism for protecting children’s
environmental rights at the universal level,
particularly within the framework of the United
Nations (hereinafter — the UN), because the UN
plays a central role in setting global standards for
both human rights and environmental protection.
Instruments such as the Convention on the Rights
of the Child and the activities of bodies like the
UN Committee on the Rights of the Child, UNEP
and WHO demonstrate that children’s right to a
safe, clean, and sustainable environment is an
emerging issue of universal concern. However,
despite growing recognition, there remains no
comprehensive and enforceable UN framework
specifically addressing the intersection of
children’s rights and environmental protection.
Studying these mechanisms helps identify legal
and institutional gaps, strengthen coordination
among UN bodies, and promote the integration of
environmental considerations into the
implementation of children’s rights worldwide.

The state of theme research. In the science
of public international law the issue of protection
of environmental rights of children at the
international universal level has not been the
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subject of a separate comprehensive study.
Certain issues of protection of the rights children
in the environmental sphere were addressed in the
works of A. Arkadas-Thibert [11], F. Ippolito [6],
T. Kaime [5], G. Lansdown [11; 13], T. Syroid
[27] et al.

The purpose of the research. The purpose of
this research is to analyse and systematise the
international legal mechanisms established within
the United Nations framework for the protection
of children’s environmental rights, with a
particular focus on how the 1989 Convention on
the Rights of the Child and the practice of the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child contribute
to shaping and strengthening them. By examining
treaty provisions, General Comments, state
reporting procedures, individual communications,
and relevant UN Human Rights Council and
Special Rapporteur activities, the article aims to
identify the evolution, current state, and practical
implementation of the concept of children’s right
to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment.
Ultimately, the research seeks to highlight the role
of the UN system in ensuring that environmental
protection is fully integrated into the realization of
children’s rights at the universal level and to
outline the remaining legal and institutional gaps
that hinder the effective protection of these rights
worldwide.

The main results of the study. Recognizing
that a healthy environment is a prerequisite for the
enjoyment of all human rights, it is important to
focus on the environmental aspects of children’s
rights to understand the role that systems for the
protection of their rights can play in managing its
quality and mitigating the negative consequences
of environmental impact on children [6, p. 6].

Thus, the central pillar of the universal
mechanism for the protection of children’s rights
is, of course, the 1989 Convention on the Rights
of the Child. The cornerstone of the entire
Convention and one of the guiding principles for
children’s rights in general is the principle, that
the best interests of the child shall be a primary
consideration. It is enshrined in Article 3 (1),
which provides for an assessment and
consideration of the best interests of the child in
all actions or decisions concerning or affecting the
child, regardless of who is implementing them [1].
The importance of this principle has been evident
since the adoption of human rights instruments,
and in particular children’s rights, which preceded
the 1989 Convention, and has been confirmed in
subsequent instruments, which define it as
“paramount” (Principle 2 of the 1959 Declaration
of the Rights of the Child), “primordial” (Art. 5
(b) of the 1979 Convention on the Elimination of
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All Forms of Discrimination against Women) and
“primary” (Art. 24 (2) of the 2000 Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union, Art.
7 of the 2006 UN Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities).

According to F. Ippolito, in those legal
systems where there is no clear reference to the
“best interests of the child”, this principle has
been interpreted in case law based on a human
rights approach in accordance with Art. 31 of the
Vienna Convention on the Law of Treaties [6, pp.
7-8]. For example, the European Court of Human
Rights in its 2010 judgment in the case of
Neulinger and Shuruk v. Switzerland noted that
there is now a broad consensus, particularly in
international law, in support of the idea that in all
decisions concerning children, their best interests
should be a primary consideration (para. 135) [7].
The same applies to the area of environmental
protection in the interests of ensuring the relevant
rights of children. In general, we note that in
international environmental law, references to the
rights of “future generations” are more common
than to “children’s rights”.

Thus, the 1998 Convention on Access to
Information, Public Participation in Decision-
Making and Access to Justice in Environmental
Matters (the Aarhus Convention) guarantees a
number of procedural environmental rights in
order to contribute to the protection of the right of
every person of present and future generations to
live in an environment adequate to their health
and well-being (art. 1).

The UN Convention on the Rights of the
Child is not an environmental treaty per se, but a
significant number of the rights it protects have a
certain environmental context, since they cannot
be properly ensured without the guarantee of a
healthy and balanced environment. Clarifying the
scope of this protection is the task of the
Committee on the Rights of the Child, which
carries out an expanded interpretation of the
provisions of the Convention in its General
Comments, while providing relevant
recommendations to states on the protection of the
specified rights.

Thus, in art. 6 the Convention recognizes
the child’s inherent right to life and obliges States
parties to ensure, to the maximum extent possible,
the survival and development of the child [1].

In its General Comment No. 7 (2005), the
Committee noted that the right to life and
development can only be implemented in a
holistic manner, through the enforcement of all
the other provisions of the Convention, including
rights to health, adequate nutrition, social security,
an adequate standard of living, a healthy and safe
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environment, education and play, in accordance
with articles 24, 27, 28, 29 and 31 (para. 10) [8].

It is important to note that in General
Comment No. 16 on State obligations regarding
the impact of the business sector on children’s
rights (2013), the Committee identified that the
implementation of article 6 can be impacted in
various ways by the activities and operations of
business enterprises. It is therefore essential that
the State provide protection against all types of
environmental threats to the survival and
development of children and that such measures
be applied to all sectors of governance and the
economy (section III (C)) [9].

Article 24 of the 1989 Convention
recognizes the right of the child to the enjoyment
of the highest attainable standard of health, to the
treatment of illness and to the rehabilitation of
health. The realization of the child’s right to
health requires, inter alia, measures to combat
disease and malnutrition by “providing adequate
nutritious foods and clean drinking water, taking
into consideration the hazards and risks of
environmental pollution” (art. 24 (2) (c)) [1]. In
General Comment No. 15 (2013), which is
devoted entirely to the interpretation of art. 24 of
the Convention, the Committee recognized the
direct link between the state of the environment
and its impact on children’s health, noting that
States must take measures to address the dangers
and risks that local environmental pollution poses
to children’s health in all settings, and to regulate
and monitor the impact of business activities on
the environment and to place children’s health at
the centre of their climate change adaptation and
mitigation strategies (para. 49-50) [10].

The Convention also guarantees the right of
the child to an adequate standard of living (art.
27), which usually refers to the possibility of
having clothing, sufficient food and housing, but
the presence of a healthy and safe environment is
seen as one of the key elements for ensuring the
well-being of children and their integration into
society. A similar right has already been enshrined
in the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human
Rights (art. 25) and the International Covenant on
Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (art. 11).
However, unlike art. 11 of the Covenant, which
requires States parties to take “appropriate steps to
ensure the realization of this right” and “to the
maximum of their available resources”, art.
Article 27 of the Convention formulates the
obligation as requiring States Parties to take
appropriate measures “in accordance with national
conditions and within their means” [1]. A.
Arkadas-Thibert and G. Lansdown point out, that
this weakened formulation provides for the child’s
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right to a minimal, not optimal, standard of living,
that supports their holistic development, and
reflects the drafters’ concerns to limit states’ legal
obligations [11, p. 228].

It is undeniable that one of the key
components of a child’s survival and development
is education. In this regard, Article 29.1 (e) of the
1989 Convention provides that the education of
the child should be aimed, inter alia, at the
development of respect for the natural
environment [1]. T. Kaime notes that part of the
state’s obligations to implement this right should
include the formulation of an effective legislative
and policy framework that will protect children
from environmental hazards and degradation that
threaten children’s survival and development. In
addition, states should ensure that school curricula
include components of environmental education
[5, p- 6].

Within the context of our research, it is
important to pay attention to the fundamental right
of the child to rest and leisure (art. 31 of the 1989
Convention), since it is through games,
entertainment and creativity that children reveal
their identity, form relationships and learn about
the world around them [5, p. 6]. The Committee
on the Rights of the Child’s Comment No. 7 on
implementing child rights in early childhood
(2005) states that the full realization of this right
is often hindered by a shortage of opportunities to
meet, play and interact in a child-centred, secure,
supportive, stimulating and stress-free
environment (para. 34) [8]. This position was
developed in a separate General Comment No. 17
(2013) on the right of the child to rest, leisure,
play, recreational activities, cultural life and the
arts, in which the Committee paid more detailed
attention to the threats posed by poor
environmental conditions and the lack of green
spaces to the realization of the rights set out in
article 31 [12]. In this context, G. Lansdown notes
that States parties to the Convention should
introduce support for parents in creating an
appropriate environment for children’s recreation
and leisure, which would take into account
children’s  changing  abilities and their
developmental needs [13, p. 288]. At the same
time, despite the above considerations and the
interpretation by the Committee on the Rights of
the Child of certain aspects of children’s rights in
the context of the environment, there was no
comprehensive coverage of the connection
between the impact of the environment and
children’s rights enshrined in the 1989
Convention on the Rights of the Child until
General Comment No. 26 adopted on 28 August
2023, which aimed to: 1. emphasize the urgent
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need to eliminate the negative impact of
environmental damage and climate change on
children; 2. promote a holistic understanding of
children’s rights related to environmental
protection; 3. to clarify the obligations of States
Parties to the Convention and to provide
authoritative guidance on appropriate measures to
be taken in relation to environmental problems,
with particular attention to climate change. The
document became the quintessence of all
previously adopted comments on the provisions of
the 1989 Convention that had been considered
through the prism of the environment,
consolidating and developing them, and para. 63
explicitly stated that “children have the right to a
clean, healthy and sustainable environment”, the
obligation to ensure which lies with States (para.
68), and that all environmental standards, policies
or measures that may affect the rights of the child
should comply with the precautionary principle
and be subject to a child rights impact assessment
(para. 69) [14].

According to K. Bakker, Comment No. 26
provides a clear and comprehensive overview of
the interrelationships between children’s rights,
the environment and climate change, and how the
rights and obligations set out in the Convention on
the Rights of the Child should be interpreted in
light of the global environmental situation and
climate-related challenges [15].

The relationship between the state of the
environment and the rights of children have also
been directly or indirectly addressed in a number
of “soft law” instruments. By their nature, they
mainly define only general aspirations for the
promotion of children’s environmental rights and
outline relevant directions for national policies
and strategies. It should be noted, in particular, the
World Declaration on the Survival, Protection and
Development of Children of 1990, the World
Programme of Action for Youth to the Year 2000
and Beyond of 1995, the UN General Assembly
Declaration “A World Fit for Children” of 2002,
the Declaration on Children, Youth and Climate
Action of 2019, the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development, etc.

It is important to emphasize that the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child also accepts
periodic reports from states on national progress
in promoting the rights enshrined in the 1989
Convention, and provides its Concluding
Observations with relevant recommendations. A
selective analysis of comments on State reports
over submitted during the five years preceding the
adoption of the General Comment No. 26 showed
that environmental rights were previously
mentioned in them sporadically in the context of
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respect for the views of the child (Greece, 2022,
Bolivia, 2023), environmental education (Jordan,
2022, Tunisia, 2021), provision of clean drinking
water (Rwanda, 2020), the impact of business on
the environmental rights of the child (Niger, 2018)
or were not mentioned at all (North Macedonia,
2022). However, after the adoption of General
Comment No. 26 in August 2023, the
Committee’s Concluding Observations for the
first time began to contain a separate section on
the environmental rights of the child, in which
these rights are linked to the SDGs, in particular
targets 3.9, 13.1, 13.2, 13.3, 13 (b), etc.

Thus, in the Concluding Observations on
the combined 5th to 7th periodic reports of Brazil
in 2025, the Committee expressed concern about
the adverse impact of environment degradation
and climate change on children’s rights, mostly
affecting children living in rural and peripherical
urban areas, emphasizing the high vulnerability of
children to climate-induced extreme events,
highlighting the lack of child participation in the
elaboration and implementation of climate
policies and stressing insufficient measures to
ensure children’s right to a clean, healthy and
sustainable environment (para. 48) [16]. At the
same time, the Observations on the report of
Norway, in particular, recommended the State
Party to ensure that children are heard and that
their vulnerabilities, needs and best interests are
taken into account in the development and
implementation of national policies and
programmes on disaster risk management, climate
change and alternative energy, including national
policies related to the granting of new licences
and decisions concerning new extraction of fossil
fuels (para. 32 (d)) [17].

The Committee also has experience in
examining individual complaints of violations of
the right to a healthy environment through the
2011 Optional Protocol to the Convention on the
Rights of the Child on a communications
procedure. In particular, in 2021 the Committee
issued a landmark decision in the communication
Sacchi, et al. v. Argentina, et al. on the harmful
effects of climate change on children’s rights,
brought by 16 children from 12 countries against
Argentina, Brazil, Germany, Turkey and France in
2019. The applicants alleged that the States
concerned, which had historically been sources of
emissions and had recognised the competence of
the Committee to receive communications, had
failed to take the necessary preventive measures
to protect and fulfil the right to life, health and
culture of children who had suffered both
physically and psychologically as a result of the
climate crisis [18].
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The Committee, referring to the Advisory
Opinion of the Inter-American Court of Human
Rights OC 23/17, found that the States concerned
had exercised effective control over the activities
that were the source of emissions and were
therefore responsible for the consequences of
these negative impacts originating on their
territory on the rights of children, even those who
may be outside the territory of the state (para.
10.7). However, it was unable to rule on whether
the States parties had violated their obligations
under the Convention on the Rights of the Child
in this particular case because the applicants had
not exhausted domestic remedies under article 7
(e) of the Optional Protocol and because there was
no specific information from the applicants to
show that such remedies were ineffective or
unavailable (paras. 10.20-10.21) [19].

The value of this judgment lies in several
aspects: firstly, the courage and determination of
the authors ensured that the issue was brought
before a single universal complaints procedure
specifically  addressing  children’s  rights.
Secondly, the Committee recognized that
children’s rights to life, health, culture and to have
their best interests taken into account in decision-
making related to climate change. Thirdly, the
Committee decided that it could consider similar
cases in the future, provided that all procedural
requirements were met. It is important to
emphasize that this decision also serves as a
message to States on the need to ensure that
children in every State have the opportunity to
submit similar complaints and that they are
properly addressed [20].

It should also be noted that the UN Human
Rights Council has repeatedly emphasized the
impact of climate change on children’s rights. For
example, in its Resolution 32/33 (2016), it
recognized the particular vulnerability of children
to climate change and the impact it may have on a
number of their fundamental rights, calling, in
particular, for the elimination of the negative
impact of climate change on children’s right to a
safe, clean, healthy and sustainable environment
[21]. In the preamble to Resolution 35/20 (2017),
the Council highlighted that climate change
affects some children disproportionately, such as
children with disabilities, migrant children,
children living in poverty, children separated from
their families and indigenous children [22].
Furthermore, the UN Human Rights Council
Resolution on the realizing of the rights of the
child through a healthy environment (45/30, 2020)
called on States to ensure that the best interests of
the child are a primary consideration in
environmental decision-making, calling for a
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broad range of ambitious measures to ensure that
children can grow, learn and play in a healthy
environment [23]. In this context, it is important
to note the work of the Special Rapporteur on
human rights and the environment, who,
following country visits, prepares relevant reports
on the local situation with respect to
environmental rights. For example, in 2017, Fiji
was recommended to  implement  the
recommendations of the Convention on the Rights
of the Child on the need to protect children’s
rights from environmental hazards and to include
children’s voices in climate policy and action
[24], and in 2023 Chile was recommended, inter
alia, to create an action plan for implementing the
State obligations set forth in general comment No.
26 and to consistently appoint child and youth
representatives to national advisory bodies and
national delegations to international
environmental meetings, including conferences of
the parties to conventions on the -climate,
biodiversity, desertification and toxics [25].

Also in 2018, the Special Rapporteur
presented a comprehensive study on the link
between children’s rights and environmental
protection (A/HRC/37/58). In it, the mandate
holder sets out specific recommendations,
building on the work of other special rapporteurs
of the UN Human Rights Council, the Committee
on the Rights of the Child, the Office of the
United Nations High Commissioner for Human
Rights (OHCHR), UNICEF, WHO and many
others who made oral and written submissions
during the preparation of the report. Particular
attention is paid to the educational and procedural
rights of children, with an emphasis on the need
for States to include environmental issues in
educational curricula to enhance children’s
understanding of them and their ability to respond
to environmental challenges; to ensure children’s
access to environmental information, participation
in environmental issues and environmental justice,
and to conduct a prior assessment of the impact of
proposed measures on children’s rights, etc. [26].
Following this report, the Special Rapporteur, in
collaboration with UN agencies and other
partners, launched the Children Environmental
Rights Initiative (CERI). CERI identifies the lack
of clear normative and practical guidance on the
application of children’s rights in the
environmental context as a major challenge, and
also emphasizes the general lack of awareness of
the multiple links between a safe and healthy
environment, on the one hand, and children’s
rights, on the other [27, pp. 74-75]. In order to
address this gap, CERI provides free training for
children and young people to inform them about

245

their environmental rights and how to assert them.
The Platform also developed the Guidelines for
Reporting to the UN Committee on the Rights of
the Child and the 2018 Escazi Accord Handbook
for Youth and Children. In addition, CERI
conducted a series of regional consultations with
children, youth and other stakeholders around the
world, resulting in the publication of the
guidelines “Our Planet, Our Rights, Our Voices:
A Global Charter for Children”, which builds on
the input of children and youth to General
Comment No. 26 and complements it as a tool for
persuading governments to implement children’s
environmental demands [28].

Conclusion. Summarizing the above
mentioned, it should be noted, that the protection
of children’s environmental rights has become an
integral part of the modern international human
rights agenda, largely shaped and advanced
through the United Nations system. Although the
1989 Convention on the Rights of the Child was
not originally conceived as an environmental
treaty, its provisions — interpreted by the UN
Committee on the Rights of the Child — establish a
clear normative link between the environment and
such fundamental rights as life, health,
development, education, play, and an adequate
standard of living. The adoption of General
Comment No. 26 in 2023 marked a milestone in
the recognition of children’s right to a clean,
healthy, and sustainable environment,
consolidating earlier interpretations and providing
states with detailed guidance on their obligations
in the context of climate change and
environmental degradation.

Nevertheless, despite significant progress in
standard-setting and interpretation,
implementation remains uneven. Many states still
lack comprehensive mechanisms for integrating
children’s rights into environmental decision-
making, education, and policy development. The
Committee’s evolving practice, the work of the
UN Human Rights Council, and the Special
Rapporteur on human rights and the environment
demonstrate a growing institutional awareness of
these challenges and a shift toward more child-
centered environmental governance.

Therefore, the universal level of protection
— anchored in the UN system — plays a crucial role
in promoting coherence, accountability, and
shared responsibility among states. Strengthening
cooperation between UN bodies, enhancing state
reporting and monitoring, and ensuring children’s
active participation in environmental matters are
key to transforming the recognition of children’s
environmental rights from declarative principles
into enforceable international legal standards.
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INTERNATIONAL LEGAL MECHANISM FOR PROTECTING CHILDREN’S ENVI-
RONMENTAL RIGHTS AT THE INTERNATIONAL UNIVERSAL LEVEL

ANNOTATION. Introduction. The article examines the peculiarities of the formation and functioning of the in-
ternational legal mechanism for protecting children’s environmental rights at the international universal level within the
framework of the United Nations. The author justifies the relevance of the topic by emphasizing children’s particular
vulnerability to environmental harm and the absence of a unified binding international instrument that comprehensively
integrates children’s rights and environmental protection.

Summary of the main research results. The central element of the international system for the protection of chil-
dren’s rights is the 1989 UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, whose provisions — interpreted by the Committee
on the Rights of the Child — include the environmental dimension of such fundamental rights as the right to life, health,
development, education, rest, and an adequate standard of living. The article analyses General Comments Nos. 7, 15,
16, 17, and especially No. 26 (2023), which for the first time explicitly recognizes the right of children to a clean,
healthy, and sustainable environment and clarifies states’ obligations regarding climate change. It also reviews the
Committee’s practice, including the landmark Sacchi v. Argentina et al. case, which affirmed the cross-border responsi-
bility of states for the harmful effects of climate change. The study highlights the role of the UN Human Rights Coun-
cil, the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and the Environment, and the Children’s Environmental Rights Initiative
(CER)) in strengthening child participation in environmental decision-making and developing standards for child-
centred environmental governance.

Conclusion. The protection of children’s environmental rights has gradually become an integral part of the mod-
ern international human rights agenda. Despite notable normative and institutional progress, implementation remains
uneven. Strengthening coordination among UN bodies, integrating environmental considerations into child rights poli-
cies, and ensuring children’s participation in decision-making are key prerequisites for transforming recognized legal
principles into enforceable international standards.

KEYWORDS: children’s rights, climate change, Committee on the Rights of the Child, environment, environ-
mental rights, human rights, international law, sustainable development, Convention on the Rights of the Child, the
United Nations.
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