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SPEAKING CLUB ASTHE METHOD
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The article deals with such a form of foreign students’ speaking skills
development as a speaking club. Examples of classes and educational activities
are represented. The article deals with the problem of modern students’ motivation
during foreign languages studies. Creation of the artificial language surrounding
Is offered as a productive mean of facilitating motivational and educational
processes. The articleisillustrated with the methods of creation of the artificial
language surrounding that may be used at any stage of teaching foreign languages.
Conclusions about the advantages and disadvantages of using this type of
activity are made.

Speaking skillsimproving isneeded inlearning foreign language. Thedifficulty
in communication skills developing lies in the fact of students’ stiffness in using
language in real life communication. The communicative failure leads to
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decreasing students’ motivation. The authors state, that one of possible solutions
for this problem isimmersion in artificially created language surrounding. It is
noted that the creation of the artificial language surrounding includes numerous
methods. Most of them encourage students to take part in training activities,
thereby contributing to speaking skillsimproving. Methodsof artificial |language
surrounding are represented and described. It is also pointed out that effective
forms of training language include acquaintances of language patterns and
dipping into communicative situations. The authors offer the way of connecting
these forms in such activity as speaking club. It is emphasized that the informal
surrounding of speaking club meetings contributes to active students’
involvement to the conversation. The didactic potential of Russian language
speaking club is analyzed. The authors conclude, that the speaking club had
positive resultsnot only inimproving communication skills, but alsoinincreasing
of motivation, cognitive interest.

Key words: increasing of motivation, methodology of teaching foreign
languages, Russian as a foreign language, speaking club, speaking skills.

l'aiinei K. 1., Opobdincska M. B. Po3moBHUII Ki1Y0 K (popMa PO3BUTKY
MOBJIEHHEBHX HAaBHYOK. Y CTaTTi PO3MNISAA€ThCs Taka ¢popmMa PO3BUTKY
MOBJICHHEBUX HABHYOK CTYICHTIB-IHO3EMIIIB HAa TTOYaTKOBOMY €Tarli BUBYEHHS
pOCiiichKOT MOBHM K 1HO3E€MHOI, Ik po3MOBHUH kinyO. IIpononyeThca
BUKOPHUCTAHHS IITyYHOTO MOBHOI'O CE€pPENOBHILNA K 3acO0y BIOCKOHAJIEHHS
MOTHUBAIIIMHOTO Ta HABYAJIBHOTO MpoIleciB. HaBOAsAThCA MpUKIAIN 3aHATH Ta
BUXOBHHX 3ax0/1iB. HaatoThCst BUCHOBKH 1110/10 HEJIOMIKIB Ta IEpeBar BAKOPUCTAHHS
IILOTO BUJTY TISUTBHOCTI.

Ku11040Bi ci10Ba: MeTO/IMKa BUKIIAIaHHS IHO3€MHUX MOB, MOBJICHHEBI HABUYKH,
M1 IBUIIIEHHS] MOTHBAIII1, PO3MOBHUH KJIy0, pOCilichKa MOBa SIK 1HO3E€MHa.

Iaiineii E.U., Opoounckas M.B. Pa3roBopuslii Kiy0 kak ¢popma pazButus
peueBbIX HABBIKOB. B cTaTtbe paccmaTpuBaeTcs Takas opma pa3BUTHS PEUEBBIX
HABBIKOB CTY/ICHTOB-MHOCTPAHIIEB HA HAUYaJIbHOM dTare 00yueHus: pycCKOMY Kak
WHOCTPAHHOMY, Kak pa3roBopHbIi kiy0. Ilpeanaraercs mcnoib3oBaHue
UCKYCCTBEHHOW S3BIKOBOM Cpelbl KaK CpeAcTBa COBEPUICHCTBOBAHHUSA
MOTHUBAIIMOHHOTO M y4eOHOTO TpolieccoB. [IpuBoAsSTCS mMpuUMephl 3aHATUN U
BOCIUTATEIbHBIX MEPONPUATUH. JlemaroTcss BBIBOJABI O HEJAOCTATKaxX H
JIOCTOMHCTBAX UCIOJIb30BAHMSI JAHHOTO BUA AEATENBHOCTH.

KnarwuyeBbie ciaoBa: MeToqMKa NPENOAABAHUSA MHOCTPAHHBIX SA3BIKOB,
MOBBIIIICHHE MOTHUBAIINH, Pa3TOBOPHBIN KITy0, peueBbie HABBIKU, PYCCKHM SI3bIK
KaK UHOCTPAHHBIN.
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The topicality of the research. It is a well-known fact, that the
conversational skills development of foreign students studying Russian
language is one of the main priorities of education, asthe satisfaction of
communicative needs is one of the first tasks that a person faces with
Immersing in the alien language environment.

The purpose of the given article is representation of the modern
methods for increasing students’ motivation and developing conversation
skillsinlearning foreign language.

Theamof theresearchleadsto formulation and sol ution of thefollowing
tasks: 1) to reveal the most effective methods for stimulating students’
speaking activity, improving conversation skillsand increasing motivation;
2) to describe the practical application of these methods, based on such
kind of activity as speaking club.

The relevance of the topic depends on the fact, that students’
motivation is decreasing constantly, but the demands to students are
increasing. There is well-known Terrell H. Bell’s phrase: «There are three
thingsto remember about education. Thefirst oneismotivation. The second
one 1s motivation. The third one is motivationy.

The review of scientific works shows that ways of increasing
students’ motivation is one of the matters of interest of modern pedagogy
and methodology. Numbers of scientific works deal with this problem
[7;8; 10; 13].

The one may face with the different definition of the term «motivation
to learn». E.g., H. Marshall determines motivation to learn as «the
meaningfulness, value, and benefits of academic tasks to the learner —
regardless of whether or not they are intrinsically interesting» [9: 239].
Motivation to learn is defined by C. Ames as long-term, quality involvement
in learning and commitment to the process of learning [5: 410]. Thus,
there isno one approach to understanding thisterm. The definition given
by D. Schunk, P. Pintrich, J. Meecethat seems to be to be the most
acceptable. It is as following: «Motivation is the process whereby goal-
directed activity is instigated and sustained» [12: 19].

Creation of artificial language surrounding may be used asaproductive
mean of facilitating motivational and educational processesduringforeign
language studies.

The great influence of language surrounding on the forming and
language skillsimproving iswell-known [6]. Thelanguage surroundingis
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usually determined asakind of communicative space, which communication
isrealizedin[1: 356].

While using the artificial language surrounding students’ goals and
means exchange their places. The language competence is no more an
aim, it becomesamean of achieving communicativetargets, for expressing
one’s own position. Artificial language surrounding may be created with
model ling of every day communicative situationsor holding different types
of eventsthat mean to involve studentsinto active participation.

Methodsof artificia language surrounding creation: role-playing games,
discussions, games, involving into performances.

- Role-playing games.

A role-playingisagameinwhich playersassumetherolesof characters
inafictional setting. Playerstakeresponsibility for acting out theseroles
within a narrative, either through literal acting or through a process of
structured decision-making or character development [11]. Modelling
everyday conversational situations has a positive effect on process of
studying foreign languages. During rol e-playing games students get ready
to the situations they may facein real life. It is an easy and productive
task. E.g. students may be offered to participateinreally ordinary situations
(asking about the route if one got lost; dealing with people on the bus
stops, shops, etc.), that would get studentsfamiliar with speech etiquette
of the foreign country and give some tips of how to behave in some
particular situations. Role-playing of extraordinary situationsmay be used
astheintroduction part to other types of activities. E.g. situationin abus,
when there are two couples, a man of one coupleis sitting and a woman
of the second one is sitting, participants get the role and should discuss
their characters’ points of view. Also a role-playing game may be the part
of abrainstorm or discussion. E.g. during the discussion students might
not be able to choose their position, but have to support some position
because of their parts. Role-playingisa so useful for brainstorming. Some
of the participants may have the part to cheer up the team, others may
criticize everything and so on.

- Discussions.

That’s obvious that discussions have positive influence on speaking
and mental activity actualization, but it’s either a common situation, when
a tutor’s part is just to offer the topic and let students speak. In such a
case no productive effect may be observed. Students should be involved
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into discussion step by step without their own understanding what they
are encouraged to do. Otherwise, the discussion turns to be such a «free
speaking». For the discussion of family issues the following activities were
chosen. For the acquaintance students were asked to enumerate people
who are preciousfor them. It was predictable, that family memberswould
be in students’ lists. So it was the introduction of the class topic. Then
there was atask to define what afamily is (and it the first step towards
the discussion, because most of people have different vision, what should
beincluded inthis notion). Task to share home duties between aman and
woman is another exercise that involves student into active participation
in the discussion. The ways of family conflicts resolution was the
summarizing stage of thisdiscussion. Students were asked to participate
in the role-playing game. The rules of the game were asfollowing. The
wife hasn’t cooked dinner and the husband hasn’t got the salary. The
way students represent their parts is the way they would act in the real
life conflict. Students’ presentations were discussed at the end. So the
discussion was supported not only by questions, but also by involving into
different kinds of activitiesthat stimulate debates.

- Games.

Board games and ordinary games are very effective methods that
may be used to create artificial language surrounding during foreign
language classes. E.g. the using of the game «Mafia» 1s well-known. This
game stimulates not only speaking activity, but mental oneaswell. Thisis
asalon team psychol ogical role-playing gamewith adetective story, which
simulates fighting informed members of the organized minority against
the unorganized maj ority.

- Involving into performances.

Involving studentsinto different typesof creative activitieshasapositive
influence not only on emotional and motivational spheres, but on cognitive
sphereaswell. Producing videos, theatric performances, organizing cultural
events students face unfamiliar situations and have to use the language
that they study in anew way. In this case the |anguage becomes just the
mean of achieving the result. But to get the desirable result students still
need to use the language.

So artificial language surrounding is an effective mean of improving
students’ motivational and educational spheres. The improving is achieved
because of dipping into conversational situations, that stimul ate speaking
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activity, and events, that require both speaking and production of some
actions.

The conversational skills development of foreign students studying
Russian language is one of the main priorities of education, as the
sati sfaction of communicative needsisone of thefirst tasksthat aperson
faceswith immersing inthe alien language environment.

It stated that «the difficulties of speech activity in a foreign language
areexplained by low level s of the functioning of the speech mechanisms,
adapting to aforeign language. There is aneed in the special exercises
that are determined by the efforts to develop separate skills and all
mechanisms together» [3: 54].

It seems appropriate to use in foreign language trainings forms that
allow combining language practi ce, acquai ntance with the social patterns
of the country whose language is studied and immersion in a
communicative situation. These aims can be achieved by using such
modalities as speaking club.

Speaking Club is aform of language learning, in which learning has
thefollowing forms: discussions, games, conversations, role-playing games,
work with videos. Meetings are usually held in an informal places, such
as coffees, shops, parks, on the street and often resemble a casual
conversation. However, thisisatraining. At the meetings, thereisaways
a tutor or a native speaker who corrects errors and can perform the
analysis at the end of classes. Histask is to hold a conversation and to
bring to it the shyest participants.

A native speaker demonstrates the correct construction of sentences,
correct pronunciation, tells about the specifics of the use of certain
expressions, etc. [4].

Somewordsin brief about the didactic potential of practical trainingin
Russian language communicative-game club «Ca vay that was organized
at the Department of Philology Faculty training foreign citizens of Kharkov
National Automobile and Highway University. The aim of theclub isto
devel op communication skills, increase interest and motivation for learning
Russ an language, acquai ntance with the cultural identity of communicative
behavior and communication.

During the academic year Speaking Club «Ca va» conducted 16 training
meetings on thefollowing particul ar topics: dating, occupations, New Year,
family, love, city, discrimination, dreams, future and career. The topic of
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the next lesson, students could learn at the club page on Facebook [2].
The wishes of students and their desire to go through the process of
adapting to a new language environment with the least difficulty were
taken into account during the selection of themes for the club meetings.
The form of this or that class was chosen depending on the subject, the
level of students’ language abilities, cultural and social value of the materials,
the availability of audio and video material that may be used in the
classroom. They are role playing games, discussions, watching of short
featurefilmsfollowed by discussion, projects (interactive presentations).

For example, during the discussion on the topic «Family» participants
were asked to distribute the househol d duties between husband and wife,
to justify the distribution, to participatein arole play. The players were
forced to dive into the new situation that prompted them to think and act
more variability. In these classes for the students it is very important to
expressits position, so that activated their language skills. Asaresult of
thispractical communications students memorizethefeatures of thelexical
content of dialoguesin acertain speech situation, aswell as stylistic norms
and language means for designing their own statements.

Foreign students were happy to participate in the New Year quest,
role-playing game «Introduction» on St. Valentine’s day, had tried their
hand in apublic speech onthe Day of oriental culture and enthusiastically
participated in the preparation of the final theatrical production of «My
first year in Ukrainey.

During the New Year Quest foreign students fulfill anumber of tasks
associated with the language and extralinguistic factors affecting the
communication process. For example, participants had to solve puzzles,
write aletter to Santa Claus, show the words with gestures to the team
members who had to guess them, as well as to pass the maze, to collect
the right word and put the fragments of a New Year’s image, describing
it. Gaming technol ogy used at the club sessionsallows studentsto devel op
communication skills and accumulate the language material for ease of
communication.

At the classes of the speaking club «Ca vay, students of the preparatory
faculty in afriendly atmosphere interacted in the group expressing their
opinions, making small posts, sharingtheir impressions, using new language
skillslearned during the academic year. It hel ped the participantsto remove
the «language barriersy» and to build their communication strategy.
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The disadvantages of working Speaking Club is attributed an unstable
set of participants. Due to the non-fixed number of participants and the
frequent changesin the composition of the group therewere difficultiesin
organization.

Also, it was difficult to work with a group of students with different
level sof language competence, but even the parti cipantsthat haveaminimum
of language skills dealt with the offered communicative tasks successfully.

The club had attracted the attention not only of foreign students of the
preparatory faculty, but Ukrainian students as well. Ukrainian students
contributed to thelinguistic and cultural integration of students. Thishad a
positive effect on students’ learning and motivational spheres, because
many of students had difficultiesin communication with representatives
of other cultures.

One more of club working positive results is the increase of foreign
students’ interest in university life. At the initiative of the students the
Day of oriental culturewasheld. During thisholiday the preparatory faculty
studentstried to acquaint Ukrainianswith the peculiaritiescultureintheir
countries.

Conclusion. The work of the communicatively-game club «Ca va»
motivated the growth in foreign students’ activity, independence, cognitive
interest, communication and intellectual skills. Thus, for thefinal session
the participants of the club had shot several video clips that can be used
asteaching material in the classroom trials.

The prospects of the research include the investigation ways of
involving speaking club methodsinto everyday class activities, improving
methodol ogical and theoretical bases, qualitative and quantitative widening
of working methodic, used in speaking club activities (in particular, creation
of music and drama school, inwhich foreign students are able to devel op
speech skills, enhancing their creativity).
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