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TEACHING COUNTRY STUDIES OF ENGLISH-SPEAKING
COUNTRIES IN DISTANCE EDUCATION

Vdovenko T.O., Ph.D. in Philology (I1zmail)

The article deak with the peculiarities of teaching English in the framework of
the subject “Country studies” in higher educational institutions during the
Pandemic 2020. High-quality foreign language proficiency contributes to the
spread of cross-cultural ties and contacts, provides an opportunity to study and
effectively use the foreign experience of cross-cultural communication, use modem
information technologies, participate in international congresses and seminars, and
take internshipsin foreign countries to improve professional training.

In the modern world, international relations are an important way of a nation’s
survival in the economic crises following the pandemic COVID 19. The
progressive development of international relations determines the orientation of
modern methods of teaching foreign languages to the real-life conditions of
communication. The final result of training is aimed not only at language
competence, but ako the assimilation of a huge amount of extra-linguistic
information necessary foradequate communication and mutual understanding.

The aim of the article is to reveal the existing problems of the modem
education system and English teaching in a new reality. This article suggests the
way of learning English Country studies in the conditions of distance education.

To simplify the mutual understanding between countries on different issues, it
is necessary to learn the main peculiarities of a culture of other people, their
historicaland ethnocultural background.

Distance learning has been widely developed in 2020-2021 in many universities
(institutions of higher education) in Ukraine. The article deak with the problem of
introducing a new system of training, implementing the state education program in
the framework of distance leaming, and the possibility of solving it through
modern technologies, the use of which allows combining the advantages of full-
time education, while offering the convenience and flexibility of remote work,
namely: communication in a team, a sense of belonging, access to individually
created materials and classes in comfortable conditions for students.

The hybrid (blended) form of education (both online and offline) allows for a
short time to cover a wider range of information about English-speaking countries
in the country studies classes, to present species with their flora and fauna, local
populations, and customs colorfully.

The study of cultural aspects of teaching country studies of English-speaking
countries is apromising area.

Key words: communication, Country Studies, English-speaking countries,
foreign languages, teaching.
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BnoBenko T.O. BuwiaganHsi KpaiHO3HABCTBA AHIVIOMOBHMX KpaiH
B YMOBax AMcTaHIiiHOI ocBiTH. CTaTTI pO3Isigae OCOOJMBOCTI BUKJIAJAHHS
3npemetry «KpaiHO3HaBCTBO aHIIIOMOBHHX KpaiH» y 3aKiaJaxX BHIIOi OCBITH
Briepiox manaemii 2020 poky. SIKiCHE BOJIOJIHHS IHO3EMHOIO MOBOIO CIIPHSE
MOIIMPEHHIO MDKKYJIbTY PHUX 3B’SI3KIB T4 KOHTAKTIB, HaJIA€ MOKIIMBICTh BUBYATH
Ta e(eKTMBHO BHKOPHUCTOBYBATH IHO3EMHHH JIOCBIT MDKKyJIBTYpHOTO
CHUIKyBaHHS, KOPUCTYBATHCS CYJaCHUMH TH(POPMAIIHHIMY TeXHOJIOTIIMH, OpaTH
y4yacTb y MDKHApOIHUX KOHTpecax Ta cCeMiHapaX, MPOXOJUTH CTa)KyBaHHS B
1HO3eMHUX JIEpKaBax 3 METOI0 BIOCKOHAIEHH ()axoBOi MiATOTOBKH.

MiKHapOJHE CIIBPOOITHUIITBO € BAKJIMBHUM CIHOCOOOM BH)KHMBAHHS HaIlii B
CYyJacCHOMY CBITI Y 3B’SI3Ky 3 eKOHOMMHUMH Kpu3aMu T yac manaemii COVID 19.
Po3BUTOK MDKHApOJHHMX BITHOCHH BH3HAYaE OPIEHTAIII0 CyYaCHHMX METOJIB
HaBYaHHS IHO3EMHHUX MOB Ha peajlbHi yMOBH CIIUIKY BAHHS.

Kinmesnit pesynpTaT HaBIaHHSA CHOPSMOBAaHMII HE TUIBKM Ha MOBHY
KOMITCTCHIIIF0, @ H HAa 3aCBOEHHS BEJIMUE3HOI KUIBKOCTI EKCTPaHIBICTUYHOI
iHdopmarii, HeoOXiTHOI I aIeKBATHOTO CIIUIKYBaHHS 1 B3a€MOPO3yMIHHS.

Merta cTarri — PO3KPUTH ICHYIOYi MPOOJIEMH Cyd4acHOI CHCTEMH OCBITH Ta
BUKJIAJAHHS aHIMicbkoi MOBM B HOBHMX peaiisax. CTaTrd HPOIMOHYE CHOCid
BUBUCHHS AaHIVIMCHKOI MOBM B YyMOBaxX MUCTaHUIAHOro HaBuaHHs. 1106
ONTUMI3yBaTH B3aEMOPO3YMIHHA MDK KpaiHaMu 3 Pi3HHUX MUTAHb, HEOOXITHO
BHUBYHUTH OCHOBHI 0COOMBOCTI KYJBTYPH IHIIMX HAPOIIB, ICTOPIIO Ta KyJIBTYPY.

JucraHIiiiHe HaBIaHHI OTPUMAJIO IMHPOKHI po3BHTOK y 2020-2021 pokax y
0OaraTthoX YyHiBepcuUTeTaX VYKpaiHum. VY cTarri po3mmigacThes — mpoOrema
BIPOBA/PKEHHS HOBOi CHCTEMHM HaBYaHHS, sKa peaii3ye JepaKaBHy OCBITHIO
IporpaMy B paMKax IUCTaHILIMHOTO HaBYAHHS, i MOMJIMBICT ii BUpIMICHHS 3a
JOTIOMOTOI0 CYYaCHHX TEXHOJIOTIH, BUKOPUCTAHHS SIKHX JI03BOJISIE IIO€IHYBATH
MepeBarn OYHOTO HABYAHHSA, 3a0€3MeYyI0UYd MPH IBOMY 3PYJIHICTh 1 THYYKICTh
JMCTAHIINHOT poOOTH, a caMe: CMUIKYBaHHS B KOJICKTHBI, MOy TTS MPUIETHOCTI,
JOCTYT IHAMBIAYaJbHO CTBOPEHHX MatepialiB i 3aHATh B KOM(OPTHUX I
CTy/ICHTIB YMOBaxX.

Iiopumma (3vimana) popma HaBIaHHS (SK OHJIAH, Tak i odaiiH) 103BOJIIE 32
KOPOTKHH Yac OXONHTH Ha 3aHATTAX 3 KpalHO3HABCTBA OUIBII IMHPOKE KOJO
iHpopMauii mpo aHTJIOMOBHI KpaiHu, ix ¢uopy 1 ¢dayHy, MiclieBe HacelIeHHS Ta
3Bnyai. Bukopuctamns pisuux IKT TtexHomnoriii, y ToMy 4YuCai MOOUIBHHX
JIOJIATKIB, CIpUsi€ BIOCKOHAJEHHIO MPOBENCHHS JIEKLIM 1 ceMiHapChbKUX 3aHATh 13
npemety «KpaiHO3HABCTBO aHITIOM OBHUX KpaiHy.

[TepCrieKTHBHUM €  BHMBYCHHS KyJIbTYpPOJIOTIYHHX AacCIICKTIB BHKJIA JAHHS
KpalHO3HABCTBA aHINIOMOBHMX KpaiH.

KnarouoBi caoBa: aHMIOMOBHI KpaiHHM, BHKIAJaHHS, IHO3EMHI MOBH,
KOMYyHiKalisi, KpafHO3HaBCTBO.

Bnosenko T.A. OOyuyeHHe CTpPAHOBEJACHHIO aHIVIONA3BIYHBIX CTPAaH
B YCJIOBHSIX JUCTAHIMOHHOrO o0pa3oBaHusA. B craThe paccMaTpUBAIOTCS
ocobeHHOCTH mpenogaBaHus npemmeTta « CTpaHOBECHHE AHIVIOSI3BIYHBIX CTPAH»
B YUpPEXKICHHUSIX BBICIIEro oOpasoBaHus B nepuoananaemun 2020 rona.
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KauecTBeHHOE BajsieHHEe MHOCTPAHHBIM SI3BIKOM CIIOCOOCTBYET YKpEIUICHHUIO
MEKKYJIBTYPHBIX CBs3¢ii M KOHTAKTOB, TAET BO3MOKHOCTh M3y4aTh U () eKTUBHO
HCTIOJB30BATh 3aPYOC)KHBIH OTBIT MEXKKYJIBTyPHOH KOMMYHHKAIIUH, TPUMCHSTH
COBpEMCHHbBIE MH(MOPMAIHOHHBIC TEXHOJIOTHH, y9acTBOBATE B MEKIyHApOIHBIX
KOHIpeccax M CEMHHapax, MPOXOJWTh CTAXKHUPOBKH B 3apyOSKHBIX CTpaHax C
I[eJIBIO TTOBBIICHIS TP O (heCCHOHATBHOM IO IO TOBKH.

B coBpeMeHHOM MHpE MEXAYHAPOJHBIC OTHOIIGHHS SIBISIOTCS BAXKHBM
CIoco0OM BBIXKMBAHMS HALIMU B CBA3HM C DKOHOMHUYECKUMH KPHU3HCaMHU B MEPHOJ
naugeMun COVID 19. PasBute MEXAyHapOMHBIX OTHOLICHHI OMpefesieT
OPUCHTAIIMIO COBPEMEHHBIX METOJOB OOyUYeHHs HMHOCTPAHHBIM SI3bIKaM Ha
peanbHble ycioBHsS oOmeHHA. KoHEYHBIH pe3yipTaT OOydYeHHs HampaBlicH He
TOJIbKO Ha SI3BIKOBYIO KOMIIETEHLMIO, HO M Ha YCBOEHHE OTPOMHOIO KOJIUYECTBA
9KCTPaJMHTBUCTUIECKON WH(POPMAITHH, HEOOX0MMOM TSI aIeKBATHOTO OOMICHMS
1 B3aNM OTIOHUMAaHHSL.

Henp cTaTh — PacKpBITh CYLIECTBYIONIHE MPOOIEMbI COBPEMEHHON CHCTEMBI
00pa3oBaHUs U TPENOIaBaHHS AHTIIMICKOTO sI3bIKa B HOBBIX peanusix. B manHo#
CTaTbe Tpejaraercsi croco® W3yYeHHs aHTJIMKUCKOTO S3bIKa B  YCJIOBUSIX
JMCTAHIMOHHOTO OOyUYEeHus.

YrtoOB! ONTUMHU3UPOBATh B3aUMOIIOHUMAHNE MEXK]Y CIpaHaMU MO Pa3indHbM
BOTIpOCaM, HEOOXOIMO H3y4UTh OCHOBHBIE OCOOCHHOCTH KYJBTYPHI APYTHX
Hapo 0B, UX UCTOPHIO.

JucraHmoHHOEe 00y4eHHe MOJyyriio Imupokoe passutae B 2020-2021 romax
BO MHOTHX YHHUBEpCHTeTaX YKpamHbl. B crathe paccmatpuBaeTcst mpoOiema
BHEJIPEHUS] HOBOH CHCTeMBI 00YyUeHHUs, KOTOpas JaeT BO3MOXHOCTb C MOMOIIBIO
COBpEMEHHBIX TEXHOJIOTHH COYeTaTh OYHOE 00y4eHHEe C AUCTAHIIMOHHOU paboToid,
a MMEHHO: OO0IIeHHe B KOJUICKTUBE, YYBCTBO CONPHUYACTHOCTH, AOCTYyH K
WHIMBUyaJbHO CO3JAHHBIM MaTepHalaM M 3aHATHSM B KOM(OPTHBIX IS
CTYyJIEHTOB Y CJIOBUSIX.

I'mOpumHas (cMenraHHasi) GopMa oOydeHHsS (KaK OHJAMH, Tak W odQuaiH)
MO3BOJIIET 32 KOPOTKOE BpeMs OXBATUTh HA 3aHATHAX IO CTPAHOBEICHMIO 0OoJiee
MIAPOKHUH KpYT MHpOpMAaIMy 00 aHTOA3BMHBIX CTPAaHAX, HATJSAHO HPEJICTABUTH
ux ¢aopy u dayHy, MECTHOe HaceleHHe M 00bMau. VICTomb30BaHuE pPa3IMIHBIX
UKT texHonoruiéi, B TOM 4HcIe MOOHMJBbHBIX HPHJIOXKEHHUH, CIOCOOCTBYIOT
COBEPIICHCTBOBAHUIO MIPOBEICHHS JISKIIMHA U CEMUHAPCKUX 3aHATHH 1O MPEeIMeTy
«CTpaHOBeICHUE AHTIOSA3BIYHBIX CTPAH».

IlepcnieKTUBHBIM SIBIAETCS W3y4deHHUE KYJbTYPHBIX aCHEKTOB IPEINoJaBaHus
CTPaHOBEACHUSI aHIVIOA3BIYHBIX CTPaH.

KnioueBble cj0Ba: aHINOS3BMHBIC  CIPAHBl, HMHOCTPAHHBIC  SI3BIKH,
KOMM yHHKaIus, TP €TI0 TaBaHN e, CTPAHOBEICHIE.

Foreign language is important in studying the culture of other people
from different countries as it takes the main role in forming the thoughts
of the young generation. Students can get lingua-cultural knowledge
through original texts that contain plenty of lingua-cultural units of
modern everyday life.
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It is very important to know the historical and ethnocultural
background of the country, as it gives information about the way of life,
customs, traditions, holidays and peculiarities of communication with
different people, which is very important for international relations
between countries.

Country studies deal with the study of language in terms of its
cultural function. The main task of studying the country study material
is to form a positive attitude of students to the people (native speakers
of the countries, whose language they study).

Statement of the problem and its connection with important
scientific and practical tasks. The relevance of the problem lies in the
fact that today the progressive dewvelopment of international relations
determines the orientation of modern methods of teaching foreign
languages to the real conditions of communication. The final result of
training is aimed not only at language competence, but also the
assimilation of a huge amount of extra-linguistic information necessary
for adequate communication and mutual understanding, obtaining basic
information about the surrounding reality. Noticeable differences in the
stock of this information among speakers of different languages are
mainly determined by the different material and spiritual conditions of
the existence of peoples and countries, the peculiarities of their history,
development, culture, socio-economic system, political system, etc.

The research represents the description of modern distance education
and the attempts to teach Country studies in a new reality.

The subject of the research is the description of teaching Country
Studies of English-speaking countries in teaching English as a foreign
language.

Analysis of recent studies and publications dealing with the
problem and serving as a basis for the research. Aspects of Country
Studies have become a subject of study for many modern scientists,
such as A.Gaponiv, A. Gizatulina., Yu. Kohan, V. Krasnyh,
V. Maslova, M. Vozna and others. Ukrainian scientist Yu. Kogan in her
dissertation thesis touched on the problem of teaching Country Studies.
According to Yu. Kogan, Country Studies’ competence is a set of
know ledge about the country whose language is being studied, and the
corresponding skills to use this knowledge in practical activities.
Structural indicators of country studies competence include 1) the level
of assimilation of Country Studies material; 2) the focus on the use of
country studies material in future professional activities; 3) the ability to

61



Bnknanam-m MOB Yy BUIIMX HaBYaJIbHUX 3aKjialax OCBITH ...

perceive the diversity and cross-cultural differences of the countries
whose language is being studied; 4)the ability to work in an
international context, etc.

Nowadays, despite the number of works devoted to Country Studies
and the problems of the relations of language and culture there is a lack
of research related to the teaching of the subject “Country Studies of
English-speaking countries” in conditions of distance education.

Isolation of previously unsolved parts of a general problem.
Among the unsolved parts of a general problem, we can name the
peculiarities of teaching the subject “Country Studies” in higher
educational institutions during the lockdown and using distance
education.

Problem statement. The aim of the article is to reveal the
existence of problems and difficulties in teaching Country Studies of
English-speaking countries in a new reality.

The achievement of the aim involves such scientific tasks:

— to study the modern problems of distance education;
— to represent the examples of tasks in teaching Country Studies of

English-speaking countries;

— to describe the perspectives for further research of teaching foreign
languages in the conditions of distance education.

Presentation of the main material. The course is propaedeutic in
its focus and forms students’ communicative, linguistic, and socio-
cultural competencies.

The purpose of teaching the course is to form the student’s system of
modern cultural knowledge and provide the non-native student with
background (extralinguistic) knowledge about the country, the language
of which he is mastering, which in volume and content would be close
to the background knowledge of the average native speaker of this
language and culture. As a cultural science, one of the most relevant and
promising areas of modern linguistics, focused on the “eternal” problem
of the relationship between language, culture, and man [7; 8; 9; 10; 11],
this course is focused on the needs of learning a foreign language.

“Country studies of the English-speaking countries” is a selective
academic discipline for training specialists of the Bachelor’s level of
education, the branches of knowledge (training) area/specialty “014
Secondary Education (014.02 Language and Literature (English))”.

One of the first textbooks on linguocultural studies of English-
speaking countries by domestic authors is the textbook of A. Gaponiv
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and M. Vozna “Linguocultural studies. English-speaking countries” [6],
approved by the Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine as a
textbook for students of higher educational institutions (Ne. 14/18.2-
1949.1 of 19.08.05). The textbook consists of 14 sections, each of
which is devoted to a separate country (England, Scotland, Wales,
Northern Ireland, USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and the Isle of
Man) and such separate units as Hawaii, Alaska, and Tasmania. The
textbook offers a fresh look at various aspects of the life of these
countries and provides many facts on various aspects of the culture of
English-speaking nations and is recommended for students of
professional faculties of higher educational institutions in Ukraine [6].

The forms and methods of current control include an oral survey of
students on theoretical issues, seminars, discussions, individual tasks.

The forms of current control are seminars, independent and
individual tasks. The form of intermediate control is a test. The form of
final control is a credit.

The tools for diagnosing learning outcomes and criteria for
evaluating learning outcomes are provided in the syllabus of the
academic discipline posted on the website.

Among the tasks for independent work, we suggest a chronological
table, a report using additional literature, and a presentation in
PowerPoint.

A chronological table may present an essay on historical events of a
country, wars, a dynasty of kings, or main achievements (e.g. “Make up
a chronological chart of the British Monarchs” or “Make up a
chronological chart of American presidents”).

The test is carried out in a written form. It can present the answers to
the questions (Against what Celtic tribes did the war last for 8 years in
the 1-st century AD.? or What was one of the last countries to be
conquered by Rome?) or may suggest a multiple choice from the given
answers.

The use of smartphones during classes of Country studies suggests
guests and allows playing with students. The most popular among
students is Kahoot. Kahoot is a game-based learning platform used in
educational institutions. “Kahoot” can be used to test students’
knowledge or as a break in classes. This is a relatively new service for
creating online quizzes, tests, and surveys. This program can be
effectively used for didactic purposes. Students can answer the tests
created by the teacher from tablets, laptops, smartphones (from any
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device that has access to the Internet). Using this service is a good way
to get original feedback from students.

Tasks created in Kahoot allow teachers to include photos and even
video clips in them. The rate of completion of quizzes and tests is
regulated by introducing a time limit for each question. The teacher can
enter points for answering the questions: for correct answers and speed.
The scoreboard is displayed on the teacher’s computer monitor. To
participate in the test, students simply need to open the service and enter
the PIN code that the teacher presents from their computer. It is
convenient for the student to choose the correct answer on their device.
The options are represented by geometric shapes.

One of the features of Kahoot is the ability to duplicate and edit
tests, which allows the teacher to save a lot of time. In addition to
quizzes, we can use Kahoot to start discussions by starting with a single
guestion, or to conduct a Survey on several questions and then start a
debate. “Kahoot” not only contributes to the comprehensive
development of the student's personality and increases their motivation,
but also significantly optimizes the work of the teacher.

In the modern world, the use of various technologies, including
mobile applications, which contribute to the improvement of the
educational process, is becoming increasingly popular. Today, there is a
fairly large set of information technology tools available to the teacher.
Various Internet resources can be used to prepare and conduct lectures
and seminars. Nowadays, the use of ICT technologies in teaching
English is one of the most important aspects of improving the
educational process. These technologies contribute to the development
of intellectual and creative students’ abilities increase their motivations.
The use of these technologies helps to fill the classes with new content,
creates a favorable atmosphere for working in the classroom,
accelerates the learning process, and increases students’ interest in the
subject. The appropriate use of ICT technologies makes the classes of
Country studies more entertaining and effective.

The use of Wondershare Filmora (a simple video editor) gives
opportunities for ordinary users (both teachers and students) for video
editing.

ThingLink interactive poster, which means “dialogue images”, is
used to create interactive posters, infographics, itinerary sheets, time
feeds and newspapers. The peculiarity of this service is that in one
drawing a huge amount of text information, embed movies, drawings
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can be collected. Created posters in ThingLink can be edited by other
users without registration. With the Thinglink service, various
educational materials, for example, sets of electronic didactic materials
for lectures and seminars; multimedia lecture notes; travel maps;
interactive posters in the form of projects on a specific topic can be
created.

Interactive tests (Learning Apps) are also widely used. Among the
examples of interactive tasks created on the LearningApps service, there
is a game for practicing Country studies  knowledge
https://learningapps.org/display?v=pejv00wrn01 [13].

Among the creative tasks, we can suggest the game ‘“Heads and
Tails”, which presents virtual trips to English-speaking countries.

It is impossible to do without distance learning in the modern world.
The use of modern remote technologies, such as the digital Zoom
platform and the Padlet virtual whiteboard [1], makes it possible to
explain the material visually: draw, take notes, correct mistakes, and
demonstrate the new words and pictures.

Among the advantages of teaching country studies in distance
education is the fact, that students, who missed lectures, can find their
content on the Moodle platform. It helps students who are ill or work or
live far and can’t attend classes to feel participation in the process of
teaching.

Another advantage is the ability to change the virtual background,
which helps to create the necessary atmosphere during the classes of
country studies. By changing the background on the computer during
country studies classes, the teacher creates the effect of students’
presence in different countries, developing cultural aspects when
exploring the sights of various English-speaking countries.

Among the disadvantages of distance teaching, we can name the
problems with power supply (when the weather is windy or frosty) and
bad internet connection (video and audio may disappear).

The use of information and communication technologies in classes
increases the technological and information literacy of students. The
conference format helps to get acquainted with the peculiarities of
etiquette and rules of behavior in video communication, which is
becoming more common and is used not only for communicating with
classmates, but also in business conversations, training and interviews.
A significant advantage for the subject results is the work with sound
and the possibility of multiple viewing of the material; everything that
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was not clear can always be repeated, and listening helps to develop
listening skills, which is difficult to develop in a non-language
environment.

Practical knowledge of foreign languages and appropriate skills
during the period of expansion of political, economic, scientific, and
cultural ties of Ukraine with foreign countries will help young
professionals to acquire deep knowledge in their field of science, as
well as allow them to use foreign sources more widely for successful
research work both within our country and the framework of
international cooperation, cultural and scientific exchange.

Thus, distance learning, introduced in many universities (institutions
of higher education) around the world, has been widely used in Ukraine
in 2020-2021. The introduction of distance education solved the
problem of implementing the state education program through modern
technologies, the use of which allowed combining the advantages of
full — time education, while giving the convenience and flexibility of
remote work, namely, communication in a team, access to individually
created materials and classes in comfortable conditions for students.
The hybrid (blended) form of education (both online and offline) allows
covering a wider range of information about English-speaking countries
in the country studies classes in a short time, to present species with
their flora and fauna, local populations, and customs colorfully.

Conclusions and perspectives of further research of the issue.
Mixed or blended education (both online and offline) is recognized to
be the best form of education in a new reality by the whole modern
world. The use of up-to-date technologies (virtual interactive
whiteboard, Filmora, and the Kahoot application) in English-speaking
country studies is the ideal tool for working online. It helps to
strengthen the motivation and interest of students in the language being
studied, significantly facilitates the teaching process for the teacher, and
brings joy to the learning process for students. Using the Kahoot app in
English-speaking country studies significantly encourages the
development of the internal motivation of students. They like to learn
new things, have an interest in learning a foreign language, and are
provided with conditions for achieving certain success. Among the
creative tasks, we suggest the game “Heads and Tails”, which presents
virtual trips to English-speaking countries.

Among the perspectives of further research is the study of cultural
aspects of teaching studies of English-speaking countries. In the modern
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world, there is a great need for a linguistic and cultural approach in
teaching foreign languages.
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