Bunyck 32 2018

VK 811.11:378.147.091.33 —027.22
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2717-3855

STORYTELLING ASA WAY
OF DEVELOPING STUDENTS’
COMMUNICATIVE SKILLS

Shcherbina V.V., PhD in Philology (Kharkiv)

The article is devoted to the analysis of storytelling as specific teaching
technique and the way of using it in the combination with the other English
language teaching methods at all the stages of an English lesson. Storytelling
activities are taken into consideration as alternative to the traditional way of
increasing communicative proficiency. They are described as the form of work
designed for motivating students, encouraging their active participation, use of
Imagination, creativity and cooperation between a teacher and learners. It is
shown that storytelling activities are a good way of recycling and memorizing
linguistic units as repetition is typical for narration. Such exercises may help
students improve their general knowledge and to be able to communicate on
various subjects. Storytelling is viewed both as a kind of time-filler aswell as
introductive or illustrative exercise and the activity playing the central role in
communicative situation created for developing learner’s communicative skills.
Storytelling exercises may be viewed asintegral parts of other activities: warming-
up exercises, guessing or discussion games, ranking and problem-solving
activities. They seem to be helpful for passing new lexical items from the short-
term to morereliable long-term memory.

It ispointed out that storytelling activities usually require some preparation.
Storytelling games make use of variety of techniques. They may be enacted
around the certain topic, may be based on the use of active vocabulary or learners’
own experience.

The set of storytelling activities efficient for the development of students’
communicative competence has been offered. It is proved that storytelling
exercises give learners the opportunity to sense the work of language as living
communication. They can cover a wide spectrum of individual preferencesin
waysof learning. It isshown that storytelling issuitablefor all levelsof proficiency.
Narration can help studentsto become more language curious and more confident
in their everyday speech and writing. It is shown that storytelling may be based
on team work in order to maximize ways of making every learner experience
success. It is pointed out that some storytelling activities may have quite a
complicated structure consisting of a number of stages. Some of them can be
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used as warming-up exercises some activities can help studentsto integrate new
knowledge into existing knowledge. The storytelling exercises offered in the
article are easily adaptable to different teacher’s aims and different learners’
needs. Such activities may be challenging but they get students motivated and
help to create learning environment which leads students to success and joy of
learning. They promote afeeling of well being and relaxation.

K ey wor ds. communicative competence, creativity, motivation, storytelling
activities, teaching method.

IIlepOuna B.B. CkiaanHs yCHUX ICTOPiM K 32Ci0 HABYAHHS CTYACHTIB
KOMYHIKATUBHMX yMiHb. CTaTTS MPUCBAYCHA aHAI3y METOJUKU HABYAHHS
CKJIaJIaHHSI YCHUX 1CTOPIN y 11 MO€JHAHHI 3 1HIIUMHU METOJMKAMHU HAaBYAHHS
AHIIACHKOT MOBHU Ha PI3HUX €Tarax BUBUYEHHSI 1HO3eMHOI MOBH. CKIIaJaHHs 1ICTOPIN
PO3MIIAIAETHCA SIK alIbTepHATHBA TPAJULIMHUM METO/IaM HaBYAHHS 1HO3EMHUX
MOB. JloBeaeHO, 0 TBOpPYI BOPaBH PO3MOBIAHOTO XapaKTepy, CIpPsIMOBaHI
Ha PO3BUTOK KOMYHIKaTUBHOI KOMIIETEHIIii, MOXKYTh MaTH CKJIAIHY CTPYKTYpY.
binpuricTe 3aBJaHb Ha PO3BUTOK YCHOTO MOBJIEHHS MOTPeOYyIOTh JOJATKOBO1
miaroroBku. [TokazaHo, 1110 BIpaBy Ha CKJIAaHHS 1CTOPiil 4aCTO BUKOPHUCTOBYIOTHCS
TUTsl TIOAAHHS, TTIOBTOPEHHS Ta 3aKpIMJICHHSI HOBOTO Marepiainy. [loai6H1 Mmetonu
HABUYaHHS CTBOPIOIOTH CIIPUATIMBE CEPEIOBUILE HA 3aHATTI Ta MIABUIIYIOTH
MOTHBAIIO CTYEHTIB. BripaBu Ha cKilajaHHs 1CTOP1H MOXKYTh OyTH CKIIaTHUKOM
IHIIUX METOJAMK, CIPSMOBAHMX HAa PO3BUTOK KOMYHIKATUBHUX yMiHb. TBOpul
BIIPABU JONIOMArarTh CTYJE€HTAM I1IBULIYBaTH PIBE€Hb 3HAHb, MOJETUIYIOTh
MPOLEC CMUIKYBaHHS IHO3€MHOIO MOBOIO.

3anponoHOBaHO HU3KY BIpPaB, HAHOUIBII €()EKTUBHUX y TPOIIECT PO3BUTKY
KOMYHIKaTUBHO1 KOMITETEHII11 CTY/ICHTIB.

Ku1r04o0Bi cj10Ba: KOMyHIKaTHBHA KOMIICTEHITIST, MOTHBAITIS, HABYAJTLHUI METO/I,
CKJIa/IaHH$ 1CTOP1iA, TBOPYICTb.

IlepOouna B.B. CocTaBjieHHe YCTHBIX PACCKA30B KaK CIOCO0 00y4YeHUs
CTYIEHTOB KOMMYHHKATHBHBIM YMeHHsAM. CTaThs ITOCBSIICHA aHATN3Y METOUKA
00y4YeHHs COCTABJICHUIO YCTHBIX PacCKa30B B COYCTAHUHU C IPYTUMH METOTUKAMU
00y4YCHUSI aHTTIMACKOMY SI3bIKY Ha Pa3HBIX 3Tanax U3y4eHUs] HHOCTPAHHOTO S3bIKA.
CocraBlIecHHE PacCKa30B paccMaTPHBACTCS KaK ajbTePHATUBA TPaUIIMOHHBIM
METO/1aM 00YYICHHSI MHOCTPAHHBIM sI3bIKaM. Jl0Ka3aHo, 4TO TBOPUYSCKHE 3aIaHHUs
TTOBECTBOBATEILHOTO XapaKTepa, HalpaBICHHBIC HA PA3BUTHE KOMMYHUKATHBHOM
KOMITCTCHITUH, MOTYT HMETh CJIOKHYIO CTPYKTYpPY. BoJbIIMHCTBO U3 3a1aHuii Ha
pa3BUTHE YCTHOUM pedH TPEOYIOT JOTIOJHUTEIHLHOM MOATOTOBKH. [Toka3aHo, 4TO
yIIPaXHEHUS Ha COCTABIIEHUE PACcCKa30B YaCcTO UCTIOIB3YIOTCS IS TIPS IbSIBICHUS
TTOBTOPEHHMS M 3aKpeIICHUs HOBOTo MaTepuaina. [logoOHbIe MeToAbI 00yUeHHUs
CO3/1al0T OJArONPHUATHYIO OOCTAHOBKY Ha 3aHSATHUU W TMOBBIIIAIOT MOTHBAIIHIO
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CTYyICHTOB. YMpPaXHEHUs Ha COCTaBJICHHE YCTHBIX PAacCKa30B MOTYT OBITh
BKJIFOYEHBI B IPYTUE METOAUKH, HAIIPABJICHHBIC HA PA3BUTHE KOMMYHUKATHBHBIX
ymeHui. TBopUecKue 3a1aHus IOMOTA0T CTY/IEHTaM MOBBIIIATh YPOBEHb 3HAHUM,
00JIeTYaroT mpoIiecc OOMeHUS Ha HHOCTPAHHOM SI3BIKE.

[Ipennoxxen psaa yrpaKHeHHUH, KOTOPBIE SIBISAIOTCS Hanbosee 3()eKTUBHBIMU
B ITPOLIECCE PA3BUTUA KOMMYHUKATUBHOW KOMIIETEHIIUU CTY/IEHTOB.

KawueBble ca0Ba: KOMMYHUKATHBHAS KOMIETEHIIUSA, MOTUBAILHA,
00y4aroNnii METO1, TOBECTBOBAHUE, TBOPUYECTBO.

The topicality of the research. The degree of learners’ activity
depends on type of material they are working on and methods a teacher
may use. Storytelling may become an alternativeto the potentially tedious
procedure of a teacher’s telling something in front of the class. Storytelling
is concerned with students’ themselves and as a result may stimulate
thelir activity aswell asenhancetheir motivation. Based on creativethinking
as well as imagination an exciting story may be essential for effective
learning and functioning in a modern world.

Themethod of storytelling may reveal the untapped potential of every
student. It is important for a teacher to maximize the chance of every
student to take part in this sort of activity. The teacher is to challenge
students and show his or her care about the content of their contribution
more than the language forms.

The genres of art based upon the stories go very deep in our beings as
humans. Everyoneloves stories. Storiesare ahuge potential for language
use in aforeign language class. Storytelling is a deeply creative part of
being human. We learn about ourselves from the stories we are told and
the storieswetell. Such activities both entertaining and engaging aswell
as challenging help the students to experience the language rather than
merely study it. Stories may help the teacher to create contextsin which
thelanguage is useful and meaningful.

Storytelling activities offer a reason for speaking, they can give the
learners a confirmation and confidence resulting from successful use of
the language. The stories may be educative or entertaining, deductive or
humorous. Such activitiesmay change our rigid way of thinking and make
us learn to think creatively. They can be used at the beginning of the
lesson as awarming- up activity and become a powerful positive start of
thedaily work. A good story, created by students may be suitablefor light
relief between periods of hard work. Such exercises are good for getting
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studentsinto the right mood before starting on some new project or task.
Involving all the studentsinto creating afunny story isawonderful way to
achieve classroomgoalsand improvelanguage skills. Storytelling activities
may function asintroductions, reinforcements or homework assignments.

The degree of scientific research of the issue. Storytelling as
a method of foreign language teaching has been the object of research
in the studies of many both native and foreign methodists. The works by
D. Heathfield, who combines teaching English in Exeter with being
international storyteller and teacher trainer, are devoted “to practical ways
of putting creativity at the heart of language learning” [3]. He tells stories
with adults, children in avariety of settings:. festivals, museums, forests
and all kinds of educational establishments. His book “Spontancous
Speaking” is aimed at motivating learners in order to form and develop
communicative skills [3]. His book “Storytelling with Our Students”
revolvesaround cel ebrating cultura diversity and tellshow helearnsstories
by listening to peopleall over theworld[4].

A. Gersie works out original storytelling activities which require the
active involvement of learners. Personal and creative storytelling offered
by A. Gersie “encourage students not only to pay close attention to each
other, but to build on each other’s responses. Such exercises are aimed at
getting students listen attentively to each other in a foreign language
classroom. “Becoming English language storyteller leads to improved
memory, language development, fluency and confidence in public
speaking” [8: 45]. The teaching techniques, offered by A. Gersie, encourage
afreeflow of ideasand value every student”s contribution to the storytelling
activity.

S. Pinker examinesthe psychol ogical aspect of storytelling. Thescientist
points out that stories stimulate listener’s imagination. Storytelling activity
1s not one-way process: listener’s brain reflects storyteller’s brain activity.
The scholar proves that the listener “tells and anticipates the story along
with the storyteller” [9].

J. Umstatter, selected Teacher of the Year severa times, designed
storytelling activities “focusing at students themselves” [10]. The
researcher considers “personal inventory exercises” to be enjoyable,
worthwhile and motivating ones. Through such activities students may
absorb more information and may enjoy themselves at the same time.
In his book “English Brainstormers” [10] a number of personal decision-
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making stories and exercises based upon evaluation are offered. Such
activities help teachers “to look at what students think of themselves and
others as well as they can make students think more maturely and
insightfully as they assess the world around them” [10].

F. Klippel considersstorytelling exercisesto be the technique that may
help students to develop their “feeling of the language™, which seems to
be necessary for formation and devel opment of their communicative skills
[5]. In hisworksthelinguist views storytelling activitiesas an integrative
part of role-play exercisesand simulationswhich he considersto be at the
heart of learning communicativeskills.

A. Wright takesinto consideration thefunction of storytelling activities
asthe important element in modern foreign language teaching for specific
purposes [11]. The activities proposed in his books are based upon the
area of foreign language application. The ways storytelling exercises
develop students’ imagination and make them “word wise” and motivated
are shown in his book “Games for Language Learning” [11].

Theaim of thisarticleisto definetheways storytelling activities may
function at different stages of the English lesson and to offer a set of
storytelling exercises which can be used for forming and developing
students‘ communicative fluency.

There are many ways of forming and teaching communicative skills.
Storytelling exercises may functioninvariousformsinaforeignlanguage
class. Asintroductive forms of activities such exercises can be aimed at
hel ping students learn, memorize and recycle enough language material
to be able to communicate on various subjects. A. Wright points out that
“telling stories includes a heightened use of language in describing ideas,
feelings and emotions™ [11: 24]. The easiest way of telling stories may be
based upon the repetition of given structures and modes. A.Wright offers
the set of activities aimed at practicing storytelling. One of them called
Seeing in the imagination. This exercise devel ops human ability to see
picturesin theimagination and create short stories describing thoseimages.
The work with students’ imagination is one of the ways of altering the
usual learning format and adding variety in everyday classroom routine.

Storytelling activities can be used as warming-up exercises. In this
case they are easy and fast to organise. Let’s have a closer look at some
storytelling activities that can be used at the beginning of the foreign
language class.
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Adding to a story is one of the most popular storytelling activities.
In this exercise you will need one picture or object for each student.

Sep 1. Give apicture or an object to each student.

Sep 2: Explain students that they are to create a story together.

Sep 3: Ask one student to start a story.

Sep 4: The next student is to continue the story where the previous
person left off. Every student isto refer to the picture or object at some
pointintheir portion of the story.

Theexercise Storieswith ten picturescan be used both as warming-
up activity and asthe way of recycling grammar material. In thisactivity
students are asked to make up stories using the necessary grammar
structures. The exercise can be done both in pairs and in groups.

Sep 1. Prepare ten pictures from different magazines and number
them. Any pictureswill do but they should show avariety of places, objects
and people.

Sep 2: Ask students to invent a story, making use of the picturesin
whatever order appeals to them.

Sep 3: Ask each pair or group of students to tell the story they’ve
prepared and compare different versions.

Sep 4: Stories produced can be published in aclassbook or put onthe
web.

Storytelling activity may requirefour to eight studentsinvol ved; inthese
casesgroupwork isessentid. If thereisto be competition between groups,
they should be of mixed ability. If there isto be no such challenge, the
teacher might choose groups according to ability: thisis very much a
personal choice.

The exercise Chain story can be organized for two big groups or for
thewholeclass. Theaim of thisactivity isto get all the studentsto produce
longer connected texts. For this students will need skill in the foreign
language aswell asimagination.

Sep 1: Theteacher prepares small slips of paper with one noun, verb,
adjective on each of them, as many pieces of paper asthere are students.

Sep 2: Each student receives aword dlip.

Sep 3: The teacher starts the story by giving the first sentence. The
student sitting nearest to the teacher continuesthe story. The student may
say up to three sentences and must include the word on his slip of paper.
The next student goes on.
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Sep 4: One can direct the contents of the story to a certain degree by
the choice of words.

F. Klippel points out that “story-telling activates more than a limited
number of patterns and structures and these activities are best used as
general revision” [5: 130]. The exercise Keep talking provides
opportunitiesfor intensive speaking practice and can be used for revising
topics which have been dealt within class.

Sep 1: Theteacher prepares slips of paper with both a sentence and
atopic written on them.

Sep 2: A student chooses a dlip of paper and has to talk for one
minute about the topi c, beginning with the sentence on the piece of paper.

Sep 3: The exercise can be played as a team contest.

To sum up, it can be said that storytelling may be challenging but it
hel ps the teacher to create alearning environment, which leads students
to success and joy of learning. Storytelling is concerned with learners
themselves. Such activities offer significant changes in classroom work
create relaxed and friendly atmosphere in the group, help students
cooperate better with each other. Creating stories and telling them to the
group makes students feel more comfortable with each other, confident
and focused on the language | esson. Storytelling hel psteachersto makea
very complex process of teaching and |earning more absorbing and exciting.
Creating and telling stories students bring to the classroom his ideas,
experiences, interests, fedingsand emotions. Storiescan help every learner
understand why things happen and how it might be possible to change
things if necessary. Aimed at developing students’ creative skills,
storytelling activities make work non-routine and keep learners being
interested and active during the whole class.

The further research in thisareaisto be devoted to the analysis of
values clarification techniques and problem-solving activities as a
significant component of devel oping communicative fluency.
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