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GROUP WORK AS THE WAY OF ORGANISING AND
MOTIVATING STUDENTS

Shcherbina V.V., PhD in Philology (Kharkiv)

The article is devoted to the analysis of group work as specific way of
organizing students at all the stages of an English lesson. Various kinds of group
work are taken into consideration as alternative to the traditional teaching format.
They are described as the form of work designed for motivating students,
encouraging their active participation, use of imagination, creativity and
cooperation between a teacher and learners. It is shown that well-organised group
work is the essential component of role playing activities. The types of group
format, introduced by N. Mcclver, are taken into consideration. The peculiarities of
pair work are revealed. Such group format may be used in groups where there are
discipline problems.

Triad group format is analyzed as the alternative to pair work. The role play
activities designed for pairs and triads are introduced. It is proved that short role
playing exercises can be especially helpful.

Group format Pyramid can be an excellent way of practicing the language of
persuasion and having discussion. It is shown that activities of interview type can
be successfully organized by means of a pyramid group format. It is proved that in
the foreign language classroom interviews are useful because they force students to
listen carefully, to practice new grammar structures as well as recycle vocabulary.
Interviews give students the opportunity to improve their general knowledge and to
be able to communicate on various subjects. Pairs and triads can be easily
transformed into group format Pyramid, which requires participation of at least
eight students.

It is shown that group format Mingles is considered to be the most challenging
and the most effective type of group work. It requires much preparation and greater
workload from the teacher. It is proved that Mingles group format is fruitful for
advanced learners as activities, organized by means of this format can occupy a lot
of time and require acting skills.

The use of all types of group format is aimed at creating relaxed and friendly
atmosphere in a foreign language class. It is pointed out that Pyramid and Mingles
group formats usually require more preparation than work in pairs and Triads
format. Pyramids and Mingles group formats make use of variety of techniques and
contribute to the development of group feeling that helps the teacher to motivate
students and to create happy learning environment.
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The interactive exercises offered in the article are easily adaptable to different
group format and different learners’ needs.
Key words: group work, motivation, pair work, teaching format.

Ilep6una B.B. I'pynmoBa pofora sik 3aci0 opranizamii Ta MoTuBanii
cryaeHTiB. CrTaTTd NOpHCBIYeHa aHaNi3y OcCOONMBOCTEH oprasizauii rpymnoBoi
poOOTH CTYyIEHTIB Ha 3aHATTAX 3 1HO3EeMHOI MOBH. I'pynoBa poboTa po3risaaeTbes
SK BaXJIMBUH CKIQJHUK iHTepakTHBHHX irop. IIpoaHamizoBaHO BHIM TIPYIOBOI
po6oTH, SKi MiABMILYIOTH MOTHBALiI0 CTYJIEHTIB, CIPHUSIOTH PO3BUTKY IX TBOPUYHX
3ni0HOCTEe# Ta ysaBH. Y CTaTTi BUKOpHUCTaHO Kiacuikallito BUAIB TpyHoBoi poOoTH,
ctBopeny H. MkiuBepom. Iloka3aHo, 110 HaiGiigbll MOMIMPEHUM BUAOM TPYIOBOI
pobotu € pobGoTa B mapax, sSKy PeKOMEHAOBAaHO BUKOPHCTOBYBAaTH B Tpymax, 1€
ICHYIOTh IpOOJIeMH 3 AMCLHUIUIIHOIO. Tpiada, IHIIUI PiI3HOBUA IpymnoBoi poboTH,
pO3TISIa€ThCSl SIK  anbTepHAaTHBA poOOTH B mapaXx. Ipiady PEKOMEHJOBAHO
BUKOPHMCTOBYBATH JAJIsl HEBEIMYKHUX POJIBOBUX IrOp, IO HE MOTPEOYIOTH J101aTKOBOT
HNiArOoTOBKH. JlBa 1HmMX BUAM TIpynoBoi pobotu — [lipamioa ta Miwanuna —
noTpeOyIOTh MEBHOT JA0JATKOBOI MiATOTOBKM Ta nepeadadyaloTh y4acTh HE MEHIIE
HDK BOCbMH cTydeHTiB. Iloka3aHo, 110 BHUKOPHCTaHHS TIpPYHOBOTO (GopmMaTy
Iipamioa € HaWOINBII YCHIMIHUM, KOJNU HAETHCS MPO POJBbOBI irpu 3 oprasizaimii
iHTepB’10. ['pynoBuit popmat Ilipamioa Takox Moxe OyTH MPOTYKTUBHHUM MiJ 4ac
NPOBEACHHS IUCKYyCii 3a TeMmo 3aHaTTsA. [loBeleHO, IO TpymoBUil ¢opmar
Miwanuna € Hal6iNpII CKIAAHAM Ta BOAHOYAC HAWOIIbII €PEKTHBHUM BHUAOM
rpynoBoi poboru. lleit ¢opmar mnorpeGye Oinmpmie yacy Ha oOpramisamio Ta
npoBeneHHA. PonpoBi irpm, oprani3oBaHi 3a TakuM ()OpMaToOM, BHMAararmoThb
BUKOPHCTAaHHS TBOPYHMX 3mi0HOCTEH CTymeHTIB. Yci BHAM TpymoBoi poboTu €
AIBbTEPHATHBOIO TPAAMLIHHOTO HaBUaNbHOTO (Qopmary. Boum mnependagarors
BUKOPHCTAaHHS DPI3HOMAaHITHUX METOAMK HaBYaHHSA IHO3EMHOI MOBH, CIPHSIOTH
IUTHIA CcHiBOpamni, pPO3BUTKY KOMYHIKaTUBHOI KOMIIETEHLIi, HagUXaloTh Ta
MOTHBYIOTh CTYIEHTIiB. 3alpOIIOHOBAaHO HH3KY BIIPaB, SIKI MOXYTh OYTH JIETKO
aganTtoBaHi 10 OyIb-sIKOTO BHIY I'pynoBoi poborn.

KarouoBi caoBa: rpynoBa pobGorta, Miwanuna, MOTHBalis, HaBYaJIbHHUN
¢dopmart, napua pobota, I/lipamioa, Tpiaoa..

Illep6una B.B. I'pynnoBasi padoTa kak cnocod opraHu3alid 1 MOTHBALMHU
cTyaeHToB. CTaTbs MOCBSIIEHA aHAIU3y O0COOEHHOCTEIl OpraHM3aluyu TPYMNIOBOH
paboTHl CTYAEHTOB Ha 3aHATHUAX IO HMHOCTPAHHOMY s3bIKy. I'pymmosas paboTa
paccMaTpuBaeTcs ~ KaK  BakKHas  COCTaBISIOIIAs ~ MHTEPAaKTUBHBIX  HTP.
ITpoananu3upoBaHbl BHUABI TPYNNOBOW pPabOTEI, TMOBBIIIAIOIINE MOTHBAIHIO
CTYJEHTOB, CHOCOOCTBYIOIIME PAa3BUTHI0O HX TBOPYECKHX CIOCOOHOCTEH M
BooOpaxxeHus. B cTarbe ncnosp3yercs kiaaccupukanys BUJOB IPYHNIOBOH paboTHI,
coznanHas H. MxuBepom. Ilokazano, uro Hambojee pacnpoCTpaHEHHBIM BHAOM
TPyNmnoBoil paboTel sBIseTCA paboma 6 napax, KOTOPYI PEKOMEHIYeTCs
UCTIONB30BaTh B TPYMNNax, IAe CyHIECTBYIOT NMpoOJieMbl ¢ JUCUMIUIMHON. Tpuada,
JIpyroit BUA TpynmoBoil paboThl, pacCMaTPUBAETCS KaK albTepHATHBA PabOTHl B
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napax. Tpuady pPEKOMEHIyeTCs HCHOIb30BaTh JUIsI HEOOJBIINX POJIEBBIX WID,
KOTOpBIE HE TPEOYIOT NOMOIHUTEIbHON MOATOTOBKH. J[Ba APYrUX BHAA IPYIIIOBOM
pabotsl — [lupamuda u Mewanuna — TpPeOYIOT HEKOTOPOH HOMOJIHHUTEIHHOI
MOATOTOBKH M NPEeIyCMaTPUBAIOT yYacTHe HE MEHEee BOCbMH CTYAEeHTOB. [lokasaHo,
YTO HCIONIB30BaHHE TpynmnoBoro ¢opmara [lupamuda sBiseTcss Hauboiee
YCIIENIHBIM, KOTZA pedb HIET O pPOJEBBIX UIrpax MO OPraHM3alHU HHTEPBBIO.
I'pynnosoit popmar [Tupamuoa MOXKeT Taxke OBITh HPOAYKTUBHBIM BO BpeMs
MPOBEJCHUA IUCKyCCHH IO TeMe 3aHiTHs. Jloka3aHO, 4TO TpymmoBod ¢(opmar
Mewanuna siBnsercs HanboJiee CIOXKHBIM H B TO k€ BpeMs 3((EKTUBHBIM BUIOM
rpynmnoBoi paboTsl. OToT GopmaT TpebyeT Oonblie BpeMeHH IS OPTaHU3alUU H
npoBefeHusd. PoseBble Wrphl, OpraHM30BaHHBIE B TakoM (¢opmare, TpeOyroT
HCIOJB30BaHUS TBOPYECKHX crocoOHOcTell cTyneHToB. Bcece BHIBI rpymnmoBoit
paboTHl SBISIOTCS albTEPHATHBOH TPagUIHOHHOTO ydeOHOTro ¢Qopmara. OHH
MPEAINOoaraloT HCHOJIb30BaHUE DPAa3IMYHBIX METOJUK OOyYeHHS HHOCTPAaHHOMY
A3BIKY, CIOCOOCTBYIOT IUIOJOTBOPHOMY COTPYIHUYECTBY, Pa3BUTHIO
KOMMYHUKAaTUBHOH KOMIETEHIH, BJOXHOBIISIIOT W MOTHUBUPYIOT CTYHCHTOB.
IIpennoxen psx ynpakHEHHH, KOTOpBIE MOTYT OBITH JIETKO aJaNTHPOBAHEI K
T1000My BUIY TPYIIOBOH pabOTHI.

KialoueBnle cioBa: rpymmnosas pabora, Mewanuna, MOTHUBAIMs, HapHas
pabota, [Tupamuoa, Tpuaoa, y1eOHbI! Gopmar.

The topicality of the research. The traditional teaching format,
when a teacher is standing in front of the class and telling something, is
gradually becoming more and more old-fashioned and unproductive.
Such questions as, how to motivate learners, how to keep them
involved and active during the whole language class, are asked by all
teachers. The problem of learners’ motivation is getting especially
topical as more and more teachers realize that learners’ activity depends
on the language material, methods a teacher may use as well as the way
learning process is organized. All kinds of group work may become an
alternative to the potentially tedious procedure of a teacher’s telling
something in front of the class. Group work is viewed by many teachers
as the essential component of communicative exercises. Group work,
properly organized, can give students opportunity to practice language
material in more relaxed and unofficial atmosphere. Group work may
encourage the kind of students’ interaction most teachers are eager to
obtain. When students work in groups, no matter big or small, they
always have reason for speaking and experiencing the language rather
than merely studying it. Group work can both minimize competition
and maximize challenge when all the students feel inspired and can do
their best. Many linguists regard well-organized group work as the
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important condition of developing learners’ creative thinking. A. Maley
points out: “Creativity in teaching does not simply happen in a vacuum.
We need to create favourable conditions for it” [6: 9]. Group work
offers some possibilities that the other teaching formats cannot. Group
work may become an excellent way of practicing the language of
persuasion, having discussions and developing communicative skills.
Working in groups learners can be easier encouraged and motivated.
Group work can help the teacher to create a wide range of contexts in
which the language seems to be useful and meaningful. All sorts of
games for learners of all levels can be organized in groups and enhance
students’ motivation. Group work organized properly can reveal
potential of every student and make every learner contribute to the
communicative activity. Group work can be used at the beginning of
the lesson, may be suitable for light relief between periods of hard work
as well as help the teacher to get students into the right mood before
starting on some new project or task. Getting all the students involved
into group work is a proper way to achieve classroom goals and
improve learners’ communicative skills.

The degree of scientific research of the issue. Group work as a
kind of language teaching format as well as the component of
communicative activities has been the object of research in the studies
of many both native and foreign linguists. The research done by
D. Hicks, who combines teaching English, with being a writer and
teacher trainer, is devoted to peculiarities of group work in mixed
ability classrooms. D. Hicks points out that “all classes with more than
one student are mixed ability, so in class of 25 or 30 students, there will
be a range of abilities, proficiencies, strengths and weaknesses as there
is in any group of 25-30 people” [1: 28]. In researcher’s opinion, such
heterogeneity in the classroom can be overcome by means of well-
organised group work, which can turn weakness of such a situation into
strength. D. Hicks points out that in language class divided into groups
“may be interesting variations in both speed and achievement
depending on variables such as the subject matter of the task, the skills
required, the way of working of the task” [1: 28]. D. Hicks emphasizes,
that group work may help language learners to realize precisely “where
their strengths and weaknesses are in English” [1: 29]. Working in
groups, students are able to concentrate mostly on their strengths, go
ahead at the same time and make progress.
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N. Mclver, whose experience ranges from teaching English in
Europe, designing English courses for hotels, to running summer
courses in Britain, works out original ways of group work, which
require the active involvement of the learners. The researcher
underlines the necessity to change teaching format every twenty
minutes and views group work as a very important aspect of teaching.
In the article “How do | organize my students into groups” several
kinds of group work in a foreign language class were taken into
consideration by the researcher. N. Mclver emphasizes the necessity of
giving clear instructions in the process of forming groups and reporting
back. Analyzing traditional pair work, N. Mclver recommends
changing partners as a method which may help “to get more variety
into the pair work” [7: 22]. Forming triads or groups of three is viewed
as a suitable format for organizing some role-play activities. Pair work
format, in N.Mclver's opinion, can be transformed in more
complicated formats, Pyramids and Mingles. N. Mclver points out that
these two group formats can be chaotic but at the same time both kinds
of group work can be “the most efficient ways of giving everyone
maximum language practice in minimum time” [7: 23].

Group activities, created by P. Watcyn-Jones are aimed “at injecting
some fun and laughter into foreign language class” [9]. P. Watcyn-
Jones pays special attention to such kinds of group work in which
students can be more independent as well as work on their own. The
teacher is responsible for preparing the material, giving instructions and
monitoring progress, made by learners. The teaching techniques,
offered by P. Watcyn-Jones, can help to create friendly atmosphere in
class, encourage a free flow of ideas and value every student’s
contribution to role-playing activity.

J. Umstatter designed group activities, aimed at improving students’
critical thinking. The researcher considers classroom to be “an ideal
place to incorporate fun activities” [8:10]. In J. Umstatter’s opinion,
group work is a “wonderful way to achieve classroom goals and
improve language skills” [8: 11].

F. Klippel considers group work to be the basis of dramatizing
activities, most of role plays and simulations contain. The way students
are organized can be a significant factor of successful class work. In
groups properly organized students are likely to remain individual
learners as well as to work in a team with other learners. Such group
work is aimed at “cooperation and the growth of understanding” [4:7].
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F. Klippel underlines the necessity of “the pleasant kind of group
feeling” which can help to create a relaxed and friendly atmosphere. In
his works the linguist takes into consideration the teacher’'s role in
reducing psychological distance between the teacher and the students
which can be obtained by means of using proper ways of organizing
students into groups.

J. Hadfield takes into consideration the role of group work in
organizing competitive and cooperative games, aimed at developing
students’ communicative fluency. The activities proposed in his books
are based upon the area of foreign language application. J. Hadfield
points out that well-organised groups “can provide, in many cases, as
much concentrated practice as a traditional drill and, more importantly,
they provide an opportunity for real communication” [2: 11]. In
J. Hadfield’s opinion, group work can help the teacher “to diagnose a
student’s problem and to take appropriate remedial action”.

The aim of this article is to define the role of group work in
organizing and motivating students and to offer a set of exercises which
can be used for various teaching formats at different stages of the
English lesson, aimed at forming and developing students’
communicative fluency.

There are many ways of motivating students in the process of
forming and developing communicative skills. Group work may
function in various forms and may be used at different stages of a
foreign language class. Many foreign language teachers consider pair
work to be the simplest form of group work as it needs neither
additional preparation nor efforts to be organized. If pair work is the
only appropriate form of group work, teachers are recommended to
change pairs during the same lesson. N. Mclver recommends pair work
for classes where there are disciplined problems. There are a great
number of activities which can be done in pairs. Let’s have a closer
look at some of them.The role play Self-directed interview can be
easily organized for students working in pairs. Such exercise can be
aimed at helping students learn, memorize and recycle enough language
material to be able to communicate on various subjects. In this activity
each student writes down several questions he would like to be asked.
The context of these questions can be either open or restricted to certain
grammar or spoken topics. The students interview each other using
chosen questions. In this case pair work seems less stressful than
working in a bigger group or speaking in front of the whole class. In a
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relaxed atmosphere even shy and reserved students can feel at ease as
the interviews don’t contain any threatening features. Such activity can
run itself as soon as it gets under way. The role play Self-directed
interview is also a good way of revision grammar structures and
modes. The interview on any subject can become the way of altering
the usual learning format and adding variety in everyday classroom
routine. Such activities can be used as warming-up exercises as they are
easy and fast to organise.

Desert island is one of the most popular ranking activities. In this
exercise you may need handout for each pair of students.

Stepl: Each pair receives a copy of handout with the list of 25
different objects.

Step2: The teacher explains the task and asks the students to choose
the eight most useful items they may be in need on a desert island. It
should be taken into consideration that there is food and water on the
island but nothing else

Step3: Students work in pairs, rank the items in order of importance
and discuss their choice.

Step 4: Students from each pair present their solutions to the whole
group, comment on their choice and defend it against the others’
arguments.

The list of items can be done by students themselves. This activity is
a good way to have fun as the students” choice may seem rather
unexpected.

N. Mclver considers group work in Triads to be a good alternative
format. The researcher points out that such a structure can help when
students “run out of steam in routine class activities, don't understand
the structure or run out of ideas working in pairs” [7: 23]. Short role
playing exercises can be especially successful when the teacher chooses
working in groups of three. Role cards are to be prepared for such a
format. The role play Detective work can help to practice grammar
structures as well as revise vocabulary connected with the topic Law
and order.

Step 1: The teacher prepares the set of cards and the introduction
sheet and gives one set of cards to each triad.

Step 2: The teacher asks the students to shuffle the cards and place
them face down.

Step 3: The teacher tells the students that a murder was committed
last night and the old lady was found dead. She had been hit on the
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head with a frying pan and jewellery was taken from the house. The
murder occurred between 7 p.m. and 10.30 p.m. The principal suspect
is Ann Brown, the district nurse, who has the key to the old ladies
house and lives ten minutes’ walk from her house.

Step 4: The cards contain Ann’s movements that evening. Two
students play the roles of the old lady’s neighbours. The third student
represents the police. Since the cards have been shuffled, the events
will be in a muddled order. The policeman turns up the card from the
pile and asking questions tries to restore the probable sequence of
events.

Step 5: The triad that manages to reconstruct Ann’s evening
correctly and to find out if Ann could have committed the crime, wins.

The role play Tact is a kind of problem-solving activity, aimed at
revising topic Family.

Step 1: The teacher prepares cards on which possible family
problems are mentioned.

Step 2: The students in each triad are to play the roles of a husband,
a wife and a neighbor.

Step 3: The class is arranged so that there are two rows of desks with
the free space between them. The husband and wife should be in
opposite rows and the neighbor between them standing in the middle.

Step 4: The husband and the wife cannot speak to each other
directly. They are to speak to the neighbor, whose task is to relay
messages to each of them.

Step 5: When the husband and the wife reach the compromise, the
students can change the roles.

The exercise Family budget can be used as a warming up activity
as well as the way of recycling vocabulary connected on topic
Shopping.

Step 1: The teacher prepares the role cards, representing members of
the family. Picture cards should be placed face down in a pile in the
middle.

Step 2: The teacher explains that each family has a total of $500 to
spend. They can spend it as they like but they must come to an
agreement.

Step 3: Each member of the family turns up the picture card with
certain item on it and tries to prove that this kind of buy is the most
essential. The family starts arguing if they need this object or not. If the
whole family agrees, the player can keep the card.

280



BuknaganHs MOB y BUIITUX HaBYAIBHUX 3aKJIa/ax OCBITH. ..

Step 4: The family member who gets the most cards becomes the
winner.

Pairs and triads can be easily transformed into Pyramids. N. Mclver
considers this kind of group work to be “an excellent way of practicing
the language of persuasion and having class discussion” [7: 23].
Students start working in pairs, then pairs get together to continue the
activity in groups of four, then groups of four get together as eights.
The activity Opinion Poll can be successfully realized in the pyramid.

Step 1: The teacher prepares the list of questions the students are to
ask and an interview sheet to write the results of the Opinion Poll.
Questions can be adapted to a great number of topics. Students start
working in pairs. One of the students asks questions and makes notes of
the answers in the interview sheet.

Step 2: Pairs get together in groups of four, presents their results, got
in pairs and discuss the answers in a bigger group.

Step 3: Groups of four are united in groups of eight. The students
discuss the results they got in groups of four and choose the
spokesperson, who reports the results of Opinion Poll to the whole
class.

As teaching practice shows, many role playing activities require
eight or more students. In this case pyramid can become the ideal group
format. The activity Group holiday provides opportunities for
intensive speaking practice and can be used for revising topics which
have been dealt with in class.

Step 1: The teacher prepares a handout for each student. Each
handout contains suggestions for two week holiday they would like to
spend together.

Step 2: Students start discussing given suggestions in pairs trying to
find out the type of holiday they would like to have.

Step 3: Each pair of students presents their choice to another pair
trying to talk them into spending the holiday the way they have chosen.

Step 4: Students go on working in groups of eight. They discuss the
choice of each smaller group, outline reasons for their choice and ask
questions to comment.

Step 5: The group, whose decision is accepted by the rest of the
pyramid, is considered to be the winner.

Many types of language functions and structures can be practiced by
means of Mingles group format. N. Mclver considers this format to be
“the most chaotic as well as the most efficient type of group work
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which gives every student the opportunity to have maximum language
practice” [7: 23]. The activity Guided interviews, offered by
F. Klippel, helps the teacher to get every student completely involved.

Step 1: The teacher prepares a handout of the questions and answers.
The students are divided into groups. Each group receives either the list
of questions or the list of answers.

Step 2: The students start mingling trying to match the questions and
the answers.

Step 3: The group which finishes matching first becomes the
winner.

The interview topics can vary. The activity can be used as the way
of practicing grammar structures, revising vocabulary as well as just
having fun at the end of the English class. Some role playing exercises
may require additional preparation. The activity The gossip game is
aimed at developing students’ communicative fluency. It is good for
practicing topics Appearance, Personality and relationships.

Step 1: The teacher prepares a role card and a questionnaire for
every student and a notes sheet.

Step 2: Each student gets one role card with the description and
some personal information about the person he or she is supposed to
play. Facts about the neighbours are also given on the card. Some of
them are true and some are false.The teacher explains the students that
all of them are neighbours and live in the same street.

Step 3: The object of the game is to collect as much information
about the neighbor as possible. Students start mingling and spreading
information about themselves and their neighbours. If they hear any
incorrect rumours about themselves, they should try to correct them and
stop the rumours spreading.

Step 4: The teacher asks the students to complete the questionnaire
about their neighbours. The student, who manages to correct the false
information and stop spreading incorrect rumours, becomes the winner.

This game is designed for advanced learners as it includes a lot of
dramatizing and requires acting skills. The activity, in which every
student can stand up, move around, interact with many people can be
especially motivating.

To sum up, it can be said that any teaching format that differs from
a traditional one may be challenging and chaotic. Group work properly
organized focuses on students’ personalities and help to create the
atmosphere of mutual understanding. Group format of any type sets the
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tone of the class and contributes to more effective and exciting
learning. F. Klippel underlines, that working in groups students learn
“to use their knowledge of the foreign language flexibly” [4: 7]. Group
work can help the teacher to prepare students for all communicative
situations that may arise. The learners™ interest and motivation can be
aroused by involving into group work. Group work properly organized
can reduce the psychological distance between the students and the
teacher and help to create learning environment, which leads students to
success and joy of learning.

The further research in this area is to be devoted to the analysis of
dramatizing activities as the way of encouraging and motivating
students.
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