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KOMARIV: OLD EXCAVATIONS — NEW HORIZONS
(THE EXCAVATIONS OF MARKIYAN SMISHKO, 1950s TO 1960s)

The paper outlines the history and prospects of the study of the archaeological materials
excavated near the village of Komariv (Dniester District, Chernivtsi Region) under
the leadership of Markiyan Smishko in the 1950s to 1960s. Discovered in the middle
of the last century, this site is primarily known as a unique center of glass working outside
the limes, located in the area of the Cherniakhiv/Sintana de Mures culture, more than
300 km from the nearest section of the Roman border. Evidence of glass working, including
the remains of a glass-melting furnace, pieces of raw glass, and fragments of moils and molds
for blowing vessels, was first documented in Komariv during the excavations of M. Smishko.
In total, during the five field seasons of 1956—1957, 1962, 1965, and 1969, across a section

that encompasses almost half of the area of the settlement excavated so far, archaeologists
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discovered 37 structures of the late Roman and early Migration periods (including the glass-
melting furnace remains and a stone building) and three structures from the early Iron
Age, thousands of fragments of glassware, imported and local ceramic vessels, hundreds
of non-ferrous metal objects, and many other elements of the material culture of the local
population. The results of this extensive work were published by M. Smishko in the form
of a brief review article. Later research into this material focused mainly on certain
categories of finds — first and foremost those pertaining to glass working in Komariv.
Other evidence from the settlement has not yet been the subject of scholarly scrutiny.
The results of M. Smishko’s excavations remain an important source for the study of life
in Komariv in the late Roman and early Migration periods, and can throw light on various
developments that go far beyond the borders of the Middle Dniester region. This rich
trove of information undoubtedly deserves careful assessment and deeper rethinking.
Its comprehensive analysis, systematization, and publication should be an important step

in this direction.

Keywords: Komariv glass workshop, archaeological excavations, Markiyan Smishko,
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Introduction

The completeness of the source base is a characteristic that imposes many
restrictions on the research process. The methodology employed is contingent
on the sample size, with the most appropriate approach being selected
for the material. The comprehensiveness of the information directly impacts
the validity of the results and the objectivity of observations. The quality
of our reconstructions is contingent on this. Finally, the amount of processed
data is closely related to the predictive capabilities of the study. Consequently,
the expansion of this database, whether through the publication of novel
research findings or the integration of unpublished excavation materials into
the scientific discourse, constitutes a pivotal undertaking for archaeologists.

Despite the substantial history of research focused on the Cherniakhiv/
Santana de Mures culture, large-scale excavations have hitherto encompassed
only a limited number of settlements. Perhaps, the most outstanding of these
is the late Roman — early Migration period settlement at Komariv. Discovered
in the middle of the last century, it is known at present, first and foremost,
as the unique glassworking centre located outside the /imes, more than
300 km from the nearest section of the Roman frontier (Fig. 1: A). Within
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the broader context of other Cherniakhiv settlements, Komariv also stands out
for its comparatively modest size (30—35 hectares) and distinct specialisation.
In addition to glassworking, recent research has revealed the presence
of several extant craft industries in the area, including pottery production
and metalworking (Petrauskas 2014a, 176; Petrauskas, Avramenko 2019, 78).
In addition, the Komariv settlement is notable for stone construction, which
adheres to Roman architectural traditions (Fig. 1: D; 2: d), and abundance
of imported ceramic vessels, including amphorae (Fig. 2: e), tableware,
and lamps.

The oldest chronological markers documented in Komariv correspond
to the stage B2/C1 (AD 160/180-200) of the Eggers-Godlowski-Tejral
chronological system', while the youngest fall within the D2 stage (AD
380/400—440/450) (Petrauskas 2014a, 176—177; Petrauskas, Avramenko
2019, 74-75; Petrauskas, Shyshkin 2024). Life at the Komariv settlement is
assumed to have continued uninterruptedly from the early third to the mid-
fifth centuries; however, the key problem in determining the site’s chronology
remains the limited number of archaeological structures that can be confidently
associated with specific chronological indicators.

Evidence of glassworking, including the remains of a glass-melting furnace
(Fig. 2: a), pieces of raw glass (Fig. 2: b), moils, and fragments of moulds
for blowing vessels (Fig. 2: ¢), was first discovered at the site during excavations
conducted by Markiyan Smishko between 1956 and 1957%, and subsequently
in 19623, 19654, and 1969°. Almost fifteen years later, Komariv’s investigations

! For more detailed information on this topic, see (Eggers 1955; Godtowski 1970; Tejral
1986, 1992, 1997).

2 Cminrko M. FO. 3BiT po pO3KOMKH MOCEICHHS MEPIIO] MOJIOBUHE | THCAIOMITTS H. €. Oiist
c. Komapis Kenbmenenpskoro p-ny, YepniBerpkoi o0, B 1956-1957 pp. Hayrosuii apxie
Incmumymy apxeonoeii Hayionanvhoi akademii nayk Yrpainu. 1957/37.

3 Cmimko M. FO. 3BiT po JOCIiIKEHHS TTOCENCHHsT 3—4 CT. 3 CKJISIHOK MalCTepHEro OijIst
c. Komapose YepHniBenpkoi o0s. B 1962 p. Haykosuii apxieé [Hcmumymy apxeonozii ...
1962/61.

4 Cmimko M. 0. 3BiT mpo AOCHIIKeHHS TOCEIeHHsI 3—4 CT. i3 ciigaMHu CKISIHOrO
BupoOHuITBa 615 ¢. Komapose UepHiBerpkoi 0011, B 1965 p. Haykosuii apxié Incmumymy
apxeonoeii ... 1965/68.

> Cmimko M. FO. 3Bit mpo mocmimkenns mocenenust 6ins c. Komapose YepHiBerpkoi 001,
B 1969 p. Hayxosuii apxie Incmumymy apxeonoeii ... 1969/34.
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were resumed for a single field season by an expedition of Lomonosov
Moscow State University led by Yulia Shchapova (Smishko, Shchapova
1975; Shchapova 1978), following which the research of the settlement
was interrupted until 2012, when a joint expedition of the Institute
of Archaeology and the Rescue Archaeological Service of the National
Academy of Sciences of Ukraine, with Oleh Petrauskas in charge, initiated
work on the site. This group continues to excavate the Komariv archaeological

complex at the present time.

State of previous research and innovativeness

Over the course of five field seasons (1956—1957, 1962, 1965, 1969),
archaeologists operating in Komariv under the leadership of Markiyan
Smishko uncovered within an area of 3732 square metres (Fig. 1: C-D)
a total of 37 structures dating to the late Roman and early Migration periods
(including the remains of a glass furnace and a stone building) and three
Early Iron Age structures, thousands of fragments of glassware, imported
and local ceramic vessels, hundreds of non-ferrous metal objects and many
other elements of the native material culture (Smishko 1956—-1957; 1962;
1965; 1969). However, the results of this substantial endeavour were published
by the author of the excavations only in a concise review article (Smishko
1964).

Subsequent researchers of Smishko’s contributions have focused
predominantly on the finds and structures related to glassworking in Komariv.
The chemical composition of these materials was the subject of further
analysis in publications by Mykhailo Bezborodov (Bezborodov 1964)
and Yulia Shchapova (Shchapova 1964). A detailed study of the morphology
and chemical composition of these finds was subsequently conducted by Olga
Rumyantseva (2014a; 2014b; 2016; 2017a; 2017b; 2020; Rumyantseva,
Shcherbakov 2016; Rumyantseva, Belikov 2017; Rumyantseva et al. 2022).
The glass artefacts discovered in Komariv during the 1950s and 1960s
were the subject of a master’s thesis by Sebastian Lenfers (Lenfers 2019).
Some of these finds have been mentioned by other authors (Kokowski 1991;
Tsyhylyk 2006). To date, the most comprehensive attempt to present a complete
picture of the outcomes of previous archaeological research in Komariv
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was made by O. Petrauskas, who attempted to reconstruct the general
excavation plan, summarise the list of archaeological structures, briefly
outline the range of finds and their chronology (Petrauskas 2014a; 2014b;
Petrauskas, Avramenko 2019). However, all of these works, addressed only
specific categories of artefacts from Smishko’s excavations. Meanwhile, other
materials excavated in Komariv, have not received attention in the literature.

The contributions of Y. Shchapova, O. Petrauskas, O. Rumyantseva,
and S. Lenfers have advanced the investigation of the organisation, supply,
range of products at the Komariv glass workshop, and the chronology
of its functioning. However, the majority of these issues remain the subject
of debate. For instance, despite the delineation of the primary morphological
features and technological characteristics of potential Komariv product
types (Shchapova 1978; Rumyantseva 2014a; Rumyantseva, Belikov 2017,
260; Rumyantseva 2020), the determination of their range remains rather
challenging. Furthermore, due to the negligible size of the majority of pieces,
it is almost unfeasible to accurately ascertain the original shape of the glass
containers to which they belonged. As a consequence, local products are almost
impossible to separate from imported Roman cullet (Rumyantseva 2017b,
150; Rumyantseva, Belikov 2017, 260). While the circulation period of glass
vessels resembling the “potential” Komariv products in Barbaricum or Roman
provinces is commonly regarded as a reliable indicator of the chronology
of the workshop’s operation (Shchapova 1978, 240-242; Stern 2010, 26;
Rumyantseva 2020). It is evident that the application of such model in this
scenario is wholly unsuitable.

Attempts to outline the chronology of the Komariv workshop with
reference to the design of the glass-melting furnace, or the circulation period
of imported raw materials within the Empire, also appear to lack credibility
(Rumyantseva 2014a; Rumyantseva, Shcherbakov 2016; Rumyantseva,
Belikov 2017; Rumyantseva et al. 2022). Generally, even in Roman provinces,
the remains of glass-melting furnaces provide limited opportunities
for the reconstruction of their configuration. The extant information regarding
the interior of such structures is derived exclusively from epigraphic sources
(Charleston 1978, 10; Taylor, Hill 2008, 251; Antonaras 2017, 10), and it seems
there is no compelling evidence to substantiate the hypothesis that significant
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changes in the design of glass-melting furnaces occurred during the 2nd —
4th centuries. The dating of various groups of raw glass recorded in Komariv
covers a period of several centuries (Rumyantseva et al. 2022) and can
hardly be considered a reliable argument for determining the chronology
of the workshop’s operation.

Notably, the matter of glassmaking in Komariv continues to be a subject
of debate, despite the presence of substantial evidence supporting
the introduction of Roman raw materials®. Evidence from chemical studies
of production waste indicates that raw glass was utilised here in conjunction
with both local and imported cullet (Rumyantseva 2016; Rumyantseva 2017b,
150; Rumyantseva, Belikov 2017, 260).

Our understanding of the Komariv settlement itself, the circumstances
of its emergence and decline, the specifics of building traditions,
the organisation of living and working space, local craft industries and the range
of their products also requires further advancement. The provision
of an exhaustive response to these queries is contingent on the continuation
of excavations of the settlement. However, the integration of materials
from extant studies of this site is of fundamental importance for a general
understanding of its structure and functioning. First and foremost, this
pertains to the outcomes of Smishko’s research, which encompassed nearly
half of the area excavated in Komariv at present.

It is also important to acknowledge that the vast majority of publications
addressing these materials are in Slavic languages, with only a limited
number of works directed towards English or German-speaking audiences
(Petrauskas 2014b, Rumyantseva, Belikov 2017; Petrauskas, Avramenko
2019). Consequently, Smishko’s contributions and unique materials remain
relatively unknown to the global scientific community. While a few references
to Komariv can be found in the works of Western European researchers, these
are exclusively related to glassworking (Rau 1972; 1973; 1974; 1975; Ndsman
1984; Straume 1987; Stjernquist 2001; Stern 2010).

Another consequence of this problem is the numerous mistakes that appear

in the literature, primarily due to incorrect translation and misunderstanding

¢ For more information on the arguments put forward by those who support the hypothesis
that glassmaking took place in Komariv, see (Tsyhylyk 2006; Petrauskas 2014a; 2014b;
Petrauskas, Avramenko 2019).
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of Slavic texts. Small inaccuracies in the geographical location of a site
or the interpretation of individual artefacts and archaeological structures
rapidly become entrenched in the scientific community as myths, which
subsequently gain general acceptance among scholars’. In my view, the most
effective method of counteracting the distribution of distorted information
is to publish the original source in one of the international languages
of communication.

Thus, the necessity to engage in the study of materials from
the excavations of the Komariv settlement under the direction of M. Smishko,
with the intent to demonstrate how the systematisation and comprehensive
analysis of the range of finds and archaeological structures can complement
and transform the contemporary perception of this phenomenon, arises due
to both the scarcity of published information in general and its inaccessibility
to a substantial number of foreign scientists.

Objectives and expected results

In accordance with the aforementioned goal, it is possible to identify
a minimum of priority tasks, which include:

. detailed analysis of the range of finds, their typological
and chronological attribution

. determination of their location in space and correlation with
archaeological structures

. analysis of the planography of archaeological structures,

. and the maximum possible number of operations under favourable
circumstances, which, in addition to the above, encompass:

. study of organic remains, primarily animal bones, and palaeobotanical
materials

. geochemical studies of non-ferrous metal finds.

The successful completion of even a limited range of tasks will
undoubtedly allow us to broaden and enhance our understanding of how

7 For example, G. Rau often incorrectly determines the geographical location of the site,
placing it either in the Carpathians (Rau 1972, 168; 1974, 375) or in the Upper Dniester
region (Rau 1975, 478, 485). The same inaccuracy may also be observed in the work
of U. Ndsman (Ndsman 1985, 52), who erroneously placed Komariv in northwestern
Ukraine (Ukrainian SSR).
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human life functioned and was organised in Komariv between the end
of the Early Roman and the beginning of the Migration periods. It is imperative
to acknowledge that the outcomes of Smishko’s excavations represent merely
a fraction of the extant data. Consequently, elucidating the chronology of the
site, the external contacts, and the daily practices of the local population
(building traditions, use of the space, etc.) necessitates a comprehensive
examination of other materials from Komariv’s investigations to be used
as a point of comparison.

A complex investigation of the artefacts and archaeological structures
unearthed during the 1950s and 1960s excavations reveals several promising
avenues for further research, both within the local context and in a broader
pan-European framework. A substantial corpus of remains from diverse
industrial activities, encompassing defective and discarded objects, production
waste, raw materials, and production facilities, offers a considerable domain
for the study of the technological, spatial, and social organisation of different
barbarian crafts. Despite the limited scope of the Komariv sample,
the integration of materials from other synchronous manufacturing centres®,
and the analysis of various local specialised products (e.g. jewellery, dress
accessories, etc.) should mitigate the risk of speculative interpretations.

Given that Komariv is one of the largest trade and industrial centres
of studied period in Eastern Barbaricum, there is considerable potential
for the investigation of the interaction between different local crafts,
in particular the exchange of information, occupation of shared space,
utilisation of raw materials and the coordination of product sales, the similarity
of technological processes, etc. In the field of classical archaeology, cross-
craft studies have recently received a lot of attention in the literature (Clair
2003; Gosner 2022; Meredith, Murphy 2024; Meredith 2024; Murphy, Snyder
2024). Meanwhile, the investigation of cross-craft interactions in a barbarian
environment appears to be a promising new area of research.

Finally, the extended period of occupation at the Komariv settlement
(spanning over two centuries) offers a valuable opportunity to examine

8 For example, deer antler processing workshops (Velyka Snitynka 2/UA (Magomedov
1992), Barlad, Valea Seaca/RO (Palade 1966; 1969), Fedesti/RO (Palade 1971), Suceagu-
Radaia/RO (Opreanu, Lazarescu 2022)).
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the dynamic of numerous processes, varying from the evolution of material
culture to the progression of technological thought.

Materials and challenges

The materials recovered during the excavations at Komariv, conducted
by M. Smishko, are now open to the public access, albeit they are scattered
among three state institutions: the Chernivtsi Regional Museum of Local
Lore, the Lviv Historical Museum, and the Ivan Krypiakevych Institute
of Ukrainian Studies (Lviv). The majority of movable artefacts have been
stored in the latter’s collections. Preliminary estimates suggest that
the Smishko’s excavation assemblage encompasses a minimum of several
thousand artifacts, comprising numerous fragments of finished products
(glassware, ceramic tableware of both local and Roman origin, jewellery,
dress accessories, and various household items), evidence of diverse
production activities (defective and discarded objects, waste, raw materials,
production facilities, the majority of which are primarily associated with
glassworking), and remains of archaeological structures of either habitation
or other functions. A comprehensive compendium of reports illustrating
the outcomes of these studies is available for perusal. The majority of these
reports are stored in the Scientific Archives of the Institute of Archaeology
of the National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine (Kyiv). A proportion
of the field documentation is also held by the Ivan Krypiakevych Institute
of Ukrainian Studies (Kyiv).

All of the aforementioned institutions are presently receptive
to collaboration with scholars, despite the prevailing state of martial law.
However, experience shows that the dispersion of materials often poses
a serious challenge to preserving the integrity of archaeological collections
(Levada 2003).

A significant dilemma encountered when working with materials
from excavations conducted in the last century pertains to the verification
of available sources. In instances where communication with participants
or eyewitnesses of the process is impossible, the sole source of information
remains field and reporting documentation. The quantity and quality of this
information is contingent on the methodological approach adopted for fixation
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of the archaeological situation during excavations. The latter is significantly
divergent from the modern one’, which to a certain extent restricts our
interpretative capabilities, for example, in determining the location
of individual finds in space or their correlation with specific archaeological

structures.

Conclusions

Summarising the aforementioned points, the following remarks
can be made. The materials of Smishko’s excavations are undoubtedly
a significant source for the study of human life in Komariv between the end
of the Early Roman and the beginning of the Migration periods. The involvement
of these finds, as demonstrated above, presents a valuable opportunity
to explore processes that extend far beyond the confines of Middle Dniester
region. A mere fraction of the substantial corpus of data collected during
the course of five years of Komariv excavations has thus far been introduced
to the scientific community. The potential of this information is worthy
of careful assessment and deeper rethinking, and a comprehensive analysis,
systematization and publication of these materials should be an important step
on this path.
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Fig. 1. Komariv settlement: geographical location (A) and topographic position (B) of the site. General
plan of the excavations conducted by M. Smishko (C-D). C — after Cmimxo 1969,
D — after Cmimko 1957.

® N\

up to 20%

Fig. 2. Komariv phenomenon. Evidence of glassworking activity: remains of glass-melting furnace (a),
pieces of raw glass (b) and ceramic moulds for blowing vessels with relief decoration (c). Remains
of the stone construction, adhering to Roman architectural traditions (d), fragments of bricks and tiles,
which are incongruous with the barbarian material culture (f). Roman amphorae (e), which along
with the other categories of imported ceramic ware constitute up to 20% of wheel-thrown pottery
documented in Komariv.
a— after Petrauskas 2014a, b — after Rumyantseva, Shcherbakov 2016, ¢ — after Rumyantseva 2017a,
d — photo by Oleh Petrauskas, e — create by author after Smishko 1964, f — after Cminiko 1957.



190 ISSN 2220-7929 BicHuk XHY imeHi B. H. KapasiHa. Cepia «lcmopisa», sun. 69, 2026

Baaaucaas lllenayenko

JTOKTOp (hinmocodii, HayKOBUI CIIBPOOITHUK

TnctutyT apxeosnorii HAH Ykpainu

IIpocn. Bononumupa IBactoka, 12, 04210, Kuis, Ykpaina
Email: kartergovard@gmail.com

ORCID: https://orcid.org/0000-0001-9137-235X

KOMAPIB: CTAPI PO3KOIIKHA — HOBI HEPCIIEKTUBH
(MATEPIAJIMA PO3KOIIOK MAPKISIHA CMIIIKA
1950-1960-x POKIB)

Cmamms sense coboio cnpoby oxapaxmepusyéamu icmopilo 6USYeHHs Ma OKpecaumu
MOHCTUBT NePCNeKMuUsU MabymHix 00CaioxdceHb Konekyii mamepianis, 3006ymux nio yac
poskonox Komaposa nio kepisnuymeom Mapxisna Cmiwka y nepioo 1950-1960-x pp.
Biokpuma 6 cepeOuni Munyno2co cmoaimms, ys nam’smka Hacamnepeo 8i00Ma K YHIKAIbHA
cK1006poOHa maticmepHs, posmawosana 3a medxcamu Jlimecy, 6 apeani kynomypu Yepusxie/
Cunmana de Mypew, Oinvws ax 3a 300 km 6i0 HAUOAUNCUOT OLIAHKU PUMCHKO20 KOPOOHY.
Cegiduenns 06pobenHs cKia, 30Kpema 3a UKy CKI0NAAUNbHOL neyl, WMAmKu Cupyesoo
CKIA, YIAMKU KOBNAYUKIE, A MAK0d4C ppacmenmu ¢popm 015 6udysanus nocyoun enepuie 6yau
3a0okymenmosani 6 Komaposi came nio uac poskonok M. Cmiwka. 3aearom npomscom
n’samu nonvosux cezonise (1956—1957, 1962, 1965, 1969) na dinsanyi nocenenus, uwjo oXonawe
Matidice NONOSUHY NAOWI, POZKONAHOT Mym Ha el MOMEeHm, 3YCULIAMU apXeonozie
susigneni 37 06’ckmie Ni3HLOPUMCHKO2O YACYy — noYamky 000u Benukxoeo nepecenenns
HApoOi6 (ceped HUX 30Kpema I 3aTUWKU CKIONAA8UNbHOL neui ma Kam saHoi 6y0ieni) ma mpu
Ccnopyou pannbo3anizHoi 000U, mucaui YiamKie CKasH020 NOCYOy, IMNOPMHUX MA MICYeBUX
KepamiuHux nocyOun, cOmui 6upobie iz KOIbOpOBUX Memanie ma 6e3niy iHuux eiemMenmio
MamepianbHol KyIbmypu Micyego2o Hacenenus. Pezynomamu yux macuimabnux 00caioxcensb
6ynu ony6aiKo8aHI ABMOPOM POKONOK Y 8UTIAOI HE3HAYHOT 3 06CALOM 021500801 cCImammi.
O6’exkmom ysaeu HAcCmMynHux 00CHiOHUKi@ 0opobKy CmiwiKka cmanu nepesasrcHo OKpemi
Kame2opii 3HAXiOOK, Hacamnepeo NOGA3aAHUX i3 00pobrenuam ckaa y Komaposi. Inwi
Mamepianu 00CIIONCeHH NOCeNeHHs 00Ci MaK i He 6yau 3anyueni 00 HAYK08ozo 0bicy.
Pesynomamu pozkonok M. Cmiwika 3a1uiuaiomsvcs 6anCausuM 0X4cepeiom Ois GUEHEHHS
ocumms 6 Komaposi npomsazom nizsHbopumcvko2o uacy — nowamxy 0obu Benuxozo
nepecenenis Hapooie, a MAKoAC 8IOKPUBAIONb NEPCNEKMUBU Ol GUGHEHHS. PIZHOMAHIMHUX
npoyecie, wo euxodsimv oanexko 3a medxci Cepeonvoco Iloonicmpos’s. Ilomenyian yiei
iHghopmayii Gesnepeuno eapmuii pemenvHoOi OYIHKU MA 2AUOUWO20 NepeoCMUCTeHH S,
i KOMRJIEKCHUUl auanis, cucmemamusayis i nyoaikayis yux mamepianie marwmes cmamu

BANCTIUBUM KDOKOM HA YbOMY WIAXY.
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