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CHERSONESOS “BARRACKS”:
A LARGE URBAN ESTATE OF THE 1st - 3rd CENTURIES AD

In 1993-1999, a joint expedition of Kharkiv State University and the Tauric
Chersonesos National Preserve carried out a study of the “barracks”—an
extensive architectural and archaeological complex within the boundaries
of the Chersonesos city-site. This group of buildings and other structures
with a total area of over 500 square meters is located near a 4th-century
BC city gate and the sixteenth curtain wall. In the first centuries AD, a
large economic and residential complex arose and functioned here. The
area of the “Barracks Center” and Room 38 accommodated an atrium.
Production facilities were located in the northern and eastern part of the
“barracks” on the site of medieval rooms. In Roman times, two cisterns
were cut into the rock on the site of Rooms 35 and 36, and a press platform
with a large lever stone was constructed. Thus, the structural remains,
stratigraphic features, and artifacts found in the area of Rooms 35 and
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36 all indicate that a fairly powerful winery operated in the northern
part of the “barracks” during the Ist to 3rd centuries. The filling of the
winery cisterns yielded a rich collection of red-lacquered pottery of the
Ist to 3rd centuries, which is extremely rarely found in such amounts
in the complexes of Chersonesos. The finds illustrate the great diversity
of ceramic wares used in Chersonesos. Imported vessels predominate.
Fragments of an oinophore from the city of Knidus in Asia Minor, for
example, are of considerable interest. Most similar oinophores from the
Eastern Mediterranean date to the 2nd century AD, as do most of the
ceramic imports from Knidus to the Northern Black Sea coast. Epigraphic
and anepigraphic stamps on red slip plates represent a special subset
of finds. In Roman times, the estate included a home sanctuary. This is
evidenced by the finds of a fluted limestone column, a damaged female
sculpture, fragments of a frieze-free entablature, and copious remnants of
polychrome plaster. Rare finds include a ring with a gem of Athena and
an elegant miniature pendant made of Egyptian faience, which depicts
Cybele or Isis on a throne. Excavations of the “barracks” show that in the
first centuries AD there was a significant change in the functional purpose
of the port area of Chersonesos. Numerous immigrants from the Balkan
and Anatolian provinces of the Roman Empire appeared among the city's
inhabitants. The changes in the social and ethnic makeup of the local
population should be connected with the prolonged presence of a Roman
garrison in the city citadel.

Keywords: Tauric Chersonesos, chersonesos large urban estate,
«barracksy», winery, natives of Roman provinces, freedmen.

The “barracks” — a large archacological complex within the limits of the
city-site of Chersonesos — became the subject of additional investigations
during the years 1993 to 1999. Expeditions sponsored by Kharkiv State
University (led by S. V. Dyachkov) and the Tauric Chersonesos National
Preserve (led by M. I. Zolotarev) joined forces in the study of the complex.

The structures of the “barracks” occupy a total area of more than 500 sq.
m. and are located near a city gate of the 4th century BC and the sixteenth
curtain wall. The ancient defensive line between the sixteenth and eighteenth
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curtains was excavated by K. K. Kostyushko-Valyuzhinich in 1895-1905.
He discovered the southern corner of the “barracks” at the beginning of
the 20th century. Later, K. E. Grinevich, who studied the fortifications of
Chersonesos in the mid-1920s, suggested that there was probably a military
barracks adjacent to the city gates. K. E. Grinevich’s assumption became fixed
in scholarly usage, as well as on topographic maps, plans, and in guidebooks,
which explains the name of the complex. There is, however, no indication
that it was used as a barracks (Crimean Chersonesos 2003, 72).

The excavation results suggest that during the 4th to 2nd centuries BC there
was a large public building here. It cannot be ruled out that, in accordance with
the recommendations of Aristotle, the building was erected next to the city’s
defensive walls near the sea for common meals (cvooitia) [Arist. Pol. VII,
10, 1331a], as was customary in Doric polities. The citizens of Chersonesos
(who were exclusively male, of course) all took part in the syssitia.

Preliminary analysis of the excavation results shows that in the 2nd
to 1st centuries BC activities ceased in this part of the city-site. This was
probably due to the difficult international position of Chersonesos and the
wars of Mithridates Eupator. In the first centuries AD, a large economic
and residential complex arose and successfully functioned on the site of the
“barracks” (Fig. 1). The labeling of the structures of this complex mostly
follows the numbering of the medieval rooms discovered on the site in
the 1960s and 1970s. During the construction of the “barracks,” hewn and
sawn stone and various architectural and construction details of buildings
of the Hellenistic period were extensively used. On the site of the “Barracks
Center” and Room 38, an atrium was located. Stone steps were constructed
in the courtyard for access to the XIII longitudinal street. There is also a well
(Fig. 2), the upper slabs of which were taken from buildings of the Hellenistic
period. In the center of the atrium, there is a large water cistern (No. 92).

In the area to the south of the “Barracks Center,” a fish salting complex
was built in the early Byzantine times. During its construction, Roman-era
structures were destroyed. A narrow alley, furnished with an open drain,
separated the “barracks” from the neighboring section known as “Center of
the Quarter.”

The northern and eastern parts of the “barracks” housed production
facilities on the site of the medieval Rooms 35, 36-A, 36-B, 36-B, 36-K, 38,
and 63. The results of excavations in Room 35 are of considerable interest.
In Roman times, two cisterns were cut into the rock here: No. 1 (3.25 x 1.2-



Dyachkov S. Chersonesos "Barracks" ... 105

1.5x 1.8-2.1 m) and No. 2 (3.25 x 2.4 x 1.48 m). In the adjacent Room 36-B,
there was another container (2.5 x 19 x 0.6 m). The remains of a press platform
were found in the area of Room 36, next to wort tanks (Cisterns 1 and 2).
A large lever stone was also found here. The walls and bottom of the cisterns
were carefully coated with a layer of dense, viscous, well-elutriated green
clay; the walls of the tanks were covered with hydrophobic plaster. Thus,
the structural remains, stratigraphic features, and artifacts found in the area
of Rooms 35 and 36 all indicate that in the 1st to 3rd centuries AD a winery
functioned in the northern part of the “barracks” (Fig. 3) (Dyachkov 1994;
1996; 1997; 1999; Dyachkov, Zolotarev 1994; Dyachkov, Magda 1997).

The filling of the cisterns contained fragments of transport ware and
kitchen and dining ceramics of the 1st to 3rd centuries. A significant part
of the ceramic material is represented by archacologically intact specimens.
Analysis shows that the bulk of the cisterns’ contents does not go beyond the
middle of the 3rd century. The location yielded a rich collection of red slip
ceramics, which is extremely rarely found in such amounts in the complexes
of the Chersonesos city-site. The finds illustrate a wide variety of pottery
used by the inhabitants of Chersonesos. Imported vessels predominate
(Doroshko, Doroshko, Dyachkov 2019). For example, fragments of an
oinophore from Knidus are of considerable interest. Similar oinophores from
the Eastern Mediterranean mostly date to the 2nd century AD, as do most of
the Knidian ceramic imports in the Northern Black Sea region (Dyachkov,
Zhuravlev2001). Epigraphic and anepigraphic stamps on red-lacquered
plates represent a special and valuable subset of finds (Dyachkov 1998).

A large pear-shaped drainage cistern (No. 92) is found at the “center
of the barracks.” A deep hole was dug in the ground for its construction.
The walls of the cistern were lined with large hewn limestone slabs on clay.
At the same time, the inner surface of the cistern was smooth. The outer
surface of the Cistern 92 resembles the terraced steps of a circular truncated
pyramid (Fig. 4). The cistern was built inside a rectangular basement carved
into the rock (Dyachkov, Zolotarev 1994, 131). The lower row of the cistern
blocks adjoins the walls of the basement, forming a kind of circle inscribed in
a square. According to M. 1. Zolotarev, the few fragments of ceramics found
in the seams between the blocks of the cistern allow us to conjecture that it
was constructed in the first half of the 4th century BC. It was assumed that
the cistern was located in the basement of the left pylon of the oldest city
gate and served to store a strategic supply of water (Zolotarev, Korobkov,
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Ushakov128, puc. 75). In our view, the cistern was built in Roman times,
and part of the southern wall of room No. 38 was dismantled for this purpose
and then reconstructed. Traces of the rebuilding of this wall are preserved
very clearly. Obviously, large limestone blocks from the remains of ancient
defensive structures were used for the construction of Cistern 92.

In the basement of Room 64, a stock of roofing tiles was kept (Magda,
Ilyina 1994). One tile contains a graffito about a deal between certain Midas
and Hilian (Fig. 5).

The names of the parties to the deal are interesting. The spelling of the name
Mideg corresponds to the Dorian dialect of the inhabitants of Chersonesos.
This name was common among the Greek and non-Greek populations of
various regions of Asia Minor. In our view, Midas should be considered a
native of Western or Central Anatolia. The name Xi1Aavog is not documented
in the prosopography of the ancient cities of the Black Sea region. It can be
seen as Greek, derived from the numeral yidtot — “thousand.” Obviously, this
Greek name is formed using the Latin suffix —ianus. Strangely formed names
were often borne by freedmen and their descendants (Saprykin, Dyachkov
1994). In the first centuries AD, this social group was fairly well represented
among the population of Chersonesos (Kadeev 1981 51-60). Freedmen and
their descendants played a significant role in the economic life of the Black
Sea states (Dyachkov 1997, 70-71; Velkov 1984, 14; Tacheva-Khitoval972,
36-38).

The inscription is of great interest from the point of view of the history
of the construction and functioning of the “barracks.” We believe that Midas
was the owner of the estate in the basement of which the tiles and plinths left
over from the construction of the roof were deposited.

Thus, the tile graffito speaks eloquently of the functional purpose of the
Roman-era “barracks” and the composition of its inhabitants. The inscription
records the presence of immigrants from Asia Minor among the residents of
the port area of Chersonesos. It should be emphasized that the “barracks” is
located next to the citadel, where the Roman garrison was housed (Saprykin,
Dyachkov 1994, 172).

It is likely that persons accompanying the Roman troops (merchants and
usurers, artisans, freedmen and slaves, concubines, etc.) settled in the vicinity
of the citadel. The discovery of a massive Roman altar, laid in the corner of a
wall of the medieval estate IX, indirectly argues in favor of this theory. On its
frontside, three lower lines of a dedication are partially preserved, mentioning
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the military tribune Lucius Julius Mukazenus (Saprykin, Dyachkov 1999, 71-
78; 2000, 115-121).

The above considerations are also supported by a stamp that reads
“VEML,” found on one of the ceramide fragments from the “Midas stocks”
(Magda, Ilyina 1994, 157). Experts decipher the abbreviation as “a vexillatio
of the troops of Lower Moesia.” This reading indicates that the Roman
vexillatio in Chersonesos consisted of units originating in Lower Moesia.
Experts date stamps with the abbreviation “VEMI” to the turn of the 3rd
century (Zubar 2004, 75).

In Roman times, the so-called “barracks” were inhabited by wealthy
people. The estate seems to have boasted a home sanctuary. This is evidenced
by the finds of a fluted limestone column, female sculpture, fragments of
a freeze-free entablature, and extensive remnants of polychrome plaster
(Dyachkov 1997, 157; Zubar 2009, 362, fig. 588). It is possible that one of
the residents of the barracks wore a ring with a gem representing Athena
holding her hand over a fire lit on an altar. Similar gems were popular among
the inhabitants of Chersonesos during the Roman period. Among the rare
imported items, there is an elegant miniature pendant made of Egyptian
faience, depicting Cybele or Isis on a throne (Dyachkov 1997, 158, fig. 3;
Nesel 2008).

Thus, the excavations on the site of the “barracks” show that the first
centuries AD witnessed a significant change in the functional purpose of
the port area of Chersonesos. Numerous immigrants from the Balkan and
Anatolian provinces of the Roman Empire appeared among the inhabitants of
the city. The changes in the social and ethnic makeup of the local population
should be connected with the prolonged presence of a Roman garrison in the
city citadel.
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XEPCOHECBKA «KA3APMA»:
BEJIMKA MICBKA CAJIMBA I-III cT. H. e.

V 1993-1999 pp. 06’conana excneouyis XapKiecbkoco 0epiucasHo2o
yHieepcumemy U Hayionanonozo sanogionuxa «Xepconec Taspiticokuii»
6e1a 00CTIONCeHHSA K KAZAPMU» — BENUKO20 APXIMEKNTYPHO-APXEONI02IUHO20
KOMNJIIEKCY XepCoHecbkoeo eopoouwja. Komnnexc cnopyo ma inwux
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00 exmie «kazapmuy 3aeaibHolo nioweio nowad 500 ke. m posmautosanuli
no6nuzy micokux eopim IV cm. 0o H. e. i XVI kypmunu 0boponnux cmin. ¥ nepuiux
CMONIMMAX H.e. HA NIOWi «KA3apMUY BUHUK I YCRILUHO (OVHKYIOHY8a8 GeNUKULL
BUPOOHUY0-20CNO0APCHLKULL | drcumaosutl Kovnaexc. Ha micyi oinanku «Llenmp
Kazapmuy i npuminyents 38 6y posmawtosanutl ampiym. Y nieniunitl i cxionii
YACMUME «(KA3apmMuy HA MICYl CepeOHbOBIMHUX NpuMiljerb Oy 6UPOOHUYL
00’exmu. Y pumceruii vac na micyi npumingens 35 11 36 6 creni eupybaro
08 YucmepHu, YIAUIMoGaHo OABUWIbHUIL MAUOAHYUK 3 GEIUKUM GANCUIbHUM
Kamenem. Omoice, 6VOigenbHi 3amUWKY, cmpamuepadiuni ocobnugocmi, a
AaKoC 3HAXIOKY, 8uAGNeHi Ha OLLAHYI npumiwgens 35 1 36, exasyromy, o 8
I cm. we. 6 nisuiuniii uacmumi «xasapmuy @yHKYioHyeana O00CUnb
HOMYICHA BUHOPOOHA. Y 3aCUny YUCmepH SUHOPOOHI GUABIEHA HAO3BUHALIHO
baeama Konekyis uepeoHonarkoeoi kepamiku -1l cm., sika 6 markomy oocsi3i 6
KOMIIEKCAX XEPCOHECLKO2O 20pOOUMfd MpPAanisiemvbCsl 6Kpail pioko. 3Haxioku
inmrocmpyoms 8enuKy pisHoMaHimHicme kepamiunoeo nocyoy. Cepeo 3HaxiooK
nepesadcaroms NOCYyOUHU IMHNOPIMHO20 BUPOOHUYMEA. 3HauHull iHmepec,
HANPUKIA0, NPpeocmagiisomy (pazvenmu OUHOpOpa 3 ManoA3iicbkozo Micma
Knuoa. Binvwicmo ananoeiunux ounogopos 3i Cxionoeo CepedzemHomop s
oamosani I cm. H. e., max camo, 5K i 6enuxa yacmuna Knuocoko2o Kkepamiunozo
imnopmy oo Ilieniunoco Ilpuuopromop’s. Oxpemy Konexyito ceped 3HAXIOOK
cknanu eniepagni ma aneniepaghui Kieuma Ha YePeOHONAKOBUX MapiiKax. Y
pumcbKuil yac y caoudi 6yno domawine ceamunuuge. Ipo ye ceiouame 3Haxioku
KAHerOPOBAHOI  8ANHAKOBOI KONOHU, NOWKOONCEHOI ICIHOYOL  CKYIIbRIYpU,
VIamKie 0e3ghpu306020 aHmabniemMeHmy U YUCIEHHUX 3WIUUWIKIE NOTIXPOMHOL
wmyxkamypku. Jo pioKicHux 3HAxXIOOK Cli0 GIOHECMU NePCmeHb 3 2eMOK0
Apinu, a maxooc sUMOHYEHy MIHIQMIOPHY NIOBICKY 3 €2UNEMCbKO20 QAasiHCy,
axa 300pasicye Kubeny ado Icioy Ha mponi. Po3Konku «Kazapmuy nOKa3yloms,
wo 6 nepwi cmonimms H. e. 6i00)y1ACA ICMOMHA 3MiHA (DYHKYIOHATBHO2O
NpusHaueHHs nopmosoco pationy Xepcoreca. Ceped scumenie Micma 3 a6Umics,
YUCIeHHI UXIOYI 3 OATIKAHCOKUX MA MATIOA3IICOKUX NPOSIHYI PumcbKoi ivnepii.
3Mminy coyianbHO20 1l eMHIUHO20 CKIA0Y HACENEHHS MICIA CTIO NO8 S3Y6amu 3
MpUBATUM NEPEOYBAHHAM Y MICLKI yumaoeni niopo30inie pUMCbKO20 2APHIZ30HY.

Kurouosi cnosa: Xepconec Taepiiicokuii, XepcoHcbKa 6eluKa MicbKa
caduba, «Kazapma», GUHOPOOHA, GUXIOUI 3 PUMCLKUX RPOGIHYIL,
GiIbHOBIONY U CHUKU.
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Q XEPCOHEC-99

YYACTOK *KASAPMA «
TeHepanbHbIil NnaH

Fig. 1. The barracks — 1999. General plan of excavations.
Puc. 1. Kazapma — 1999. I'enepanbHuii 11aH po3KOIOK.
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Fig. 2. Well in the atrium of the Roman-era “barracks.” View from the east
(photo by S. V. Dyachkov).
Puc. 2. Kojtozasi3b B aTpiyMi «Ka3apMi» pUMCBHKOTO dacy. Burisz 31 cxoay
(doto C. B. I’sruxoBa).
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Fig. 3. Remains of the winery. Excavations of 1995. View from the east
(photo by S. V. Dyachkov).
Puc. 3. 3anumiku BuHOpOoOHi. Po3konku 1995p. Bunisn 31 cxomy
(doto C. B. I’siukoBa).
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Fig. 4. Cistern 92. View from the south (photo by S.V. Dyachkov).
Puc. 4. Lucrepna 92. Burmsan 3 niBnust (doto C. B. 1”s9koBa).
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Fig. 5.Graffito on a tile from Room 63
(Saprykin, S.Yu., Dyachkov, S.V. Graffito from the “Barracks”... p. 170, fig. 3).
Puc. 5. I'paddito Ha yeperrui 3 mpuMimeHHs 63
(Canpeikus, C.1O., [lpsiukos, C. B. I'padduro n3«kazapme ... c. 170, puc. 3).
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