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ATTITUDE TO ELDERLY INDIVIDUALS VISIBILITY:
POLITICS VS FASHION

The article highlights the verbal packaging of attitude to visibility of older people in politics and fashion — the two professional
fields marked by unrivaled visibility and exceptional interest of the public. Statistics, gerontolinguisitcs, multiple reports reveal
the greying of the world, the skyrocketing propotion of people 65+, with the soaring share of octogenarians. Nevertheless,
elderly individuals remain invisible in public places, workplaces, being excluded from decision-making process. In the 21st century
visibility of the elderly becomes a component of inclusive societies and sustainable development. Age limitations keep people of
retirement age out of employment in many fields but outstanding professionals in their eighties break age stereotypes and remain
active, stealing the limelight due to their extraordinary talent and exceptionalism. Gerontocracy in the US politics in the 2010-
2020s is being severely criticised in mass media and gets lots of negative comments on social media. Gerontocracy has crept into
the White House, Congress, The Supreme Court where octogenarians are obsessed with workism, nonagenarians cling to power.
The articles on US political gerontocracy are marked by obvious negative sentiment, usage of age-related idioms, words with
the negative evaluative meaning. Vice versa, senior models catwalking at prestigious fashion shows and invited to luxury brands
advertising campaigns are perceived positively as the embodiment of taste, elegance and a healthy way of life. Laudatory articles
about clothes-wise mature female models — successful actresses, singers, writers — have positive sentiment. Age-related words
(wrinkle, grey) are used in the articles about fashion in a positive context. Brilliant careers of octogenarian and nonagenarian
politicians are neglected in the articles while the past achievements of senior models are presented in the advantageous way.

Key words: age-stereotype, fashion, gerontocracy, gerontolinguistics, nonagenarian, octogenarian, politics.

In cites: Belova, A. (2025). Attitude to elderly individuals visibility: politics vs fashion. The Journal of V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National University. Series:
Foreign Philology. Methods of Foreign Language Teaching, (102), 7-16.
https://doi.org/10.26565/2786-5312-2025-102-01

© Belova A.D., 2025

(e | This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License 4.0.




8 | ISSN 2786-5312 (Print) ISSN 2786-5320 (Online)

| 2025. Bunyck/Issue 102

1. INTRODUCTION

Ageing and longevity science originated in the 20th
century and has gone through remarkable progress
in recent decades. Ageing has become an important
issue of research in diverse disciplines - aging biology,
biogerontology,biology,medicine,geriatrics,gerontology,
sociology, demography, statistics, social linguistics,
variationist sociolinguistics, gerontolinguistics, queer
linguistics. In contemporary times, gerontology has
evolved into a multidisciplinary science, with the range
of new theories that have emerged over the past 30 years,
technological innovations and social policies to address
the complex needs of ageing populations, strategies that
promote dignity, health, and inclusion in aging societies
[41,53, 68].

Scholars distinguish chronological age (the number
of years since birth), biological age (physical maturity),
and social age which is tied to life events or legal status
[7]- Age-grading - ten-year and five-year groups - allow
identification, monitoring and research. Population
ageing is fixed worldwide, even in developing countries,
with the expanding share of people 85+ and the growing
number of centenarians. Global average life expectancy
at birth increased from 32 in 1900 to 73 today, largely
because infant mortality rates were greatly reduced
[4]. Between 1974 and 2024, the worldwide share of
people aged 65 almost doubled - increasing from 5.5%
to 10.3%. Between 2024 and 2074, this number will
double again, increasing to 20.7%, according to United
Nations population projections. During the same time,
the number of persons aged 80+ is projected to more
than triple. Population ageing is an inevitable outcome
of the demographic transition — the historic shift from
higherto lower levels of fertility and mortality that yields
a period of rapid population increase and, eventually,
an older population that is much larger as a share of
the total [67]. Ageism observed worldwide in many
forms, not only fosters discrimination but also leads
to the ongoing unavailability of reliable data on older
populations and their visibility [17]. Thousands of old
people all over the world face hardships, ageism at work,
sickness, disability, widowhood, poverty, low pensions,
living below national poverty line, unemployment,
neglected diseases, violence, abuse, social isolation,
invisibility in retirement and in public spaces and
many other problems and challenges [28, 47]. The
concept of visibility for elderly individuals spans their
representation in media and public discourse, their
overall well-being and inclusion in society, participation
in activities, decision-making processes and the facts
potentially leading to social isolation.

Many researchers and laboratories are looking for
ways to promote longevity, conduct research to invent
drugs to postpone ageing and increase life span, to
cope with the aging-related diseases like dementia,
Parkinson and Alzheimer disease. Population ageing
has become a dominant driver of the growing global
stroke burden, necessitating targeted public health
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interventions for ageing populations [63]. Scholars
emphasize the intersection of ageing and disability
[44]. According to gerontology, non-repaired molecular
damage and accumulation of reactive oxygen species
(ROS) cause ageing. Knowing ageing pathology can
slow down or limit ageing, pharmacologically. Whether
ageing should be treated pharmacologically or not may
still be debated, but the availability of drugs can render
the issue of ageing management sensibly, ethically and
equitably [49]. Artificial intelligence may spur further
advancements in anti-aging biomedical technologies
[4].

Recent works have highlighted fundamental
knowledge gaps and strong disagreements amongst
scientists studying ageing. Addressing these challenges
is critical for unlocking new insights and developing
effective interventions to extend both lifespan and
health span [55] as a commitment to sustainable
development.

Many scholars investigate age stereotyping in
mass media, advertising and cinema. Old people are
isolated, marginalised and underrepresented and
hardly identified in media. Aged politicians enjoy more
visibility (23.6%) than other categories [56]. Ageism
is subtle, unintentional, deeply embedded in our
families and society and reflected in our conversations
and conduct. Digital technologies can become a
transformative way of looking at ageing and bridge the
gap between generations [13].

Octogenarians are getting more attention in cinema:
since the 2010s more movies about senior people, their
lifestyle, challenges, needs, habits, hobbies appear
annually with the most popular, outstanding actors
and actresses starring. In the 21st century cinema
stars — Michael Caine, Anthony Hopkins, Franco Nero,
Vanessa Redgrave, Maggie Smith, Judi Dench, Helen
Mirren, Meryl Streep, Diane Keaton, Glenn Close - have
much longer careers than Hollywood stars of the 20th
century such as Greta Garbo, Joan Crawford and many
others who shunned publicity and started looking for
seclusion and hermitage in their forties. The current
generation of cinema stars care less about wrinkles
and other age markers and prefer to be visible. Some
fashion models resume their career in their sixties
after retirement when thirty-something becoming role
models for many average women and inspiring new
generations of models. The average ages of university
professors and administrators, banking executives and
corporate CEOs, and many other leading figures have
all been steadily rising for some time [24]. So, a small
proportion of elderly people remain active in some
professional fields where there are no age limitations
though some less senior and less competent people are
being pushed out of their jobs due to their age. “Thus, in
the era of “workism” most affluent people have actually
cut back on leisure and report the longest workweeks”
[23]. In the 2020s old people became domineering in
the political elite in the USA described nowadays as
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gerontocracy. Visibility of elderly politicians triggers
debates and conflicting opinions.

Social and healthcare policies to support a growing
older population, ensuring their well-being, favourable
portrayal of the elderly in public, advertising,
marketing, mass media discourses as a contribution
to sustainable future, as one of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) confirm the relevance
of the research. Theoretically, the research is based on
the concepts of modern demography such demographic
change, demographic transition, older people visibility;
the concepts of social linguistics such as age-grading,
categorization approach relevant to naming theory and
cognitive linguistics; evaluation theory in linguistics.
The goal of the research is to identify the attitude
in mass media to octogenarians and nonagenarians
visible in politics and fashion. Nowadays, politics
as a professional field hardly has a rival in terms of
visibility: politicians have become mega media stars.
Visibility-based fashion shows where mature models
became visible during the last decade were selected for
comparison. Thelanguage data for the research
was retrieved from one hundred online articles devoted
to ageing in current US politics and inclusive fashion
shows. Age-related words and word clusters, their
distribution and context make the object of the
research. The subject of the research is evaluative
meaning of lexical units and word collocations used to
voice opinion and shape the sentiment of the articles.
Methods of the research span distribution analysis,
context analysis, definitions analysis, semantic analysis,
discourse analysis.

2. LITERATURE SURVEY

In the 21st century gerontolinguistics has become
a new multidisciplinary trend of unique practical value
[14, 15, 17, 18, 48, 59] though the first fundamental
editions started to appear in the 1980s [37, 52]. A new
generation of young linguists conduct the reseach on the
basis of diverse languages and linguistic theories and
enjoy sharing their observations on different platforms
[12, 30,42, 61].

Linguistic research of age markers in language
and communication is based mostly on sociolinguistic
theory of age-grading pioneered by William Labov
[25] - a component of language change theory and
variationist linguistics. Since that time age-grading
theory has had further age categorization as there is
a noticeable group of octogenarians, nonagenarians,
centenarians in the world whose language and
communication patterns differ considerably from
speech and discourses of people 60+. Thus, now more
detailed categorization includes the “young-old” (ages
65-74), the “old-old” (ages 75-84), and the “oldest-old”
(age 85 and above). Linguistic change at the individual
level, a variant with a particular lifestage (‘age grading’,
age-specific use of language) is differentiated from
linguistic change at the community level (generational
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change’, generation-specific use of language) [1, 7, 62].

Mass media and young people are considered the
main contributors to old people stereotyping and
negative attitude to the elderly. There are attempts to
decrease negative stereotyping and ageism through
intergenerational programs [16, 40, 50]. The outcomes
can be very different from one person to the next, but
people’s personal frame of reference strongly influences
the outcomes of intergenerational contact [60].

Longevity changed the demographic landscape.
Internet and digital technologies contributed to
visibility of older people. In the era of social media
and websites many Internet users voice and share
their opinions on ageing and old-old people activities.
Political gerontocracy in the USA is discussed on
social media, predominantly on Twitter/X. Attitudes
toward older politicians are commonly tied to negative
stereotypes surrounding old age. As the population
ages, it is paramount that society focuses on potentially
more important considerations in the evaluation of the
actual caliber of a politician [33].

3. RESEARCH

The growing share of old people worldwide is
mirrored by the English language via new lexical
coinages, broadening combinability and rising
frequency of age-related words. Words naming old
people in English are becoming more and more
conspicuous in mass media though their frequency
remains statistically insignificant in comparison with
other words. For instance, gerontocracy - the system of
government by old people - known from 1830 has the
frequency about 0.05 occurrences per million words in
modern written English [38].

Historically, population ageing is reflected by the
emergence of age-related words in English: sexagenarian
known from 1646, septuagenarian (1715), centenarian
(1747), nonagenarian (1805), octogenarian (1815)
[38]. Other words to denote younger individuals such
as semi-centinarian (a person of 50 years of age) (1828),
quadrinarian (1834) [38] were coined later to match
the paradigm.

Increasing frequency of the word gerontocracy is
coupled with extending combinability: recent taste
for gerontocracy, the perils of unchecked gerontocracy,
brittle gerontocracy; the gerontocracy was no longer
sustainable, maintaining a gerontocracy | The next
government will be a veritable gerontocracy, with an
80-year-old speaker of the House and perhaps a 78-year-
old Senate majority leader/ And now television is turning
into a virtual gerontocracy as well [31]. “We have a
sclerotic _gerontocracy,” posted 48-year-old Rep. Ro
Khanna (D-Calif.) in December [4].

Analysis of the recent examples on the Web (2022-
2025) given by Merriam-Webster Dictionary reveals that
the attitude to gerontocracy is negative: a gerontocracy,
out of touch with the generational changes beneath
them / Unlike the Eastern Bloc gerontocracies of the
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zastoi era [31]. Only one sentence is marked by positive
sentiment: The gerontocracy critique also threatens to
deprive us of our most experienced leaders [31].

Other lemmas in the Merriam Webster Dictionary
naming people 80+ are also perfectly exemplified
from the Web what proves these demographic
trends are discussed on regular basis. Noteworthy,
lately octogenarians have become more numerous
and visible therefore they attract more attention
than individuals of other ten-years groups.. Pope
Francis proved that__octogenarians are the new
fiftysomethings/ Octogenarians, teenagers, amputees
and even a blind man have reached the top of the
world / The drummer became the first octogenarian in
the band with his birthday last month/ Biden at 81 is
a young octogenarian whose busy schedule of travel,
meetings and phone calls with heads of state would
outpace anyone even half his age [31].

The examples with the word nonagenarian show
that ten years look like the considerable period of
life when a person has one companion - loneliness,
though some people 90+ do their best to be physically
and intellectually fit: a lonely nonagenarian moving
to New York City/ The transition proves difficult when
the nonagenarian realizes that no one has any time for
her/ Twice a week, the nonagenarian drives himself to
a local batting cage and practices his swings to gear up
for the weekend games against others aged 55 and over./
After decades in the spotlight, the wily nonagenarian is
still center stage/ The film chronicles Alvarez’s life, her
love of music and her path to pursuing a singing career as
a nonagenarian/ The nonagenarian was recovering from
a fall - taken while jazz dancing - but was in good spirits
/ For a nonagenarian, a robot that offers brain-teasing
games to help keep her mind sharp could become an ideal
companion [31].

Centenarians canbe described asunique: Ofthose who
make it to 100, only a tiny fraction of centenarians have
siblings still alive, much less one who is their senior /
The notion that there are_centenarians with 80-year-old
kids?/ The_centenarian is seen using her walker to make
her way to the curb to watch the parade / Her family said
the centenarian has a life-long passion for learning and
has passed that along to her children and grandchildren/
In one survey, a quarter of centenarians said keeping a
positive attitude topped the list of ways to stay healthy /
Half of centenarians have a gene that taps the brakes on
height and weight [31].

In Modern English there other words and idioms
to describe senior citizens: But high-profile symptoms
like Mr. Biden’s difficulties provide an opportunity to
confront the issue — a social form of sclerosis that will
persist unless and until more power is transferred from
the wrinkled to the rest [32]; Joe Biden and members of
Congress are increasingly long in the tooth - and more
and more out of step with a much younger US public /
But there are finally signs of erosion in the grey wall
[51] / The Oxford economist Tim Vlandas has linked
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gerontocracy to gerontomania: “a stagnating political
economy that increasingly prioritizes the socioeconomic
needs of the elderly at the expense of future economic
performance”[4] / gerontophobia - morbid fear or
dislike of old persons [31].

US political elite started aging in the 1990s. The
median age of members of Congress was about 53 from
1960 to 1990. In the three decades after, it jumped to
nearly 60. Only 5 percent of Congress is, with almost
a quarter of members 70 or older, and 21 over 80.
While half of Americans are under 40 [32]. Some
politicians became record-setters earlier: William
Henry Harrison, 68, who served as president for a
month in 1841, was long the oldest man to become
president until Ronald Reagan beat his record when
he defeated former vice president Walter Mondale
and began his second presidency in 1985. At a debate
in 1984, the moderator reminded Ronald Reagan that
he was already the oldest president in history at that
time. Reagan, 73, replied: “I want you to know that also
[ will not make age an issue of this campaign. I am not
going to exploit, for political purposes, my opponent’s
youth and inexperience.” Even his Democratic
opponent, Walter Mondale, laughed at the line. Reagan
won re-election in a landslide [51]. In the 1980s,
70-year-old Ronald Reagan was an exception in the US
political leadership but he left a remarkable footprint
(Reagan Era) in American and international politics
and economics (Reagonomics). He was supported by
young voters, not much criticised, newsmen readily
forgot his mistakes, hence, he was nicknamed Teflon
President. In the 1990s gerontocracy was slowly
creeping into American corridors of power. The
biggest contributor to the 21st century gerontocracy
is the gift of longevity [32]. Symbolically, 1 October
2024, Jimmy Carter (1924-2014), the 39th president
of the USA (1977-1981), turned 100, the first former
U.S. president to do so.

The attitude to US political gerontology is negative:
‘...this burgeoning problem that is morphing and
spreading into all facets of American public life’ [2].
‘Gerontocracy is demonstrably harmful for economic
growth’ [4].”You've probably heard it said of American
politics: we’re stuck in a gerontocracy. Some of the same
forces that have created our political gerontocracy -
medical advances enabling graceful aging, combined
with a generation unwilling to relinquish power - have
also allowed the old to tighten their grip on other areas of
American life” [23]. “Hubris. Arrogance. Greed. How else
does one account for America’s gerontocracy?Joe Biden,
80, and Donald Trump, 77, are clearly not the country’s
best 2024 presidential candidates, yet they cling tightly
to power in their respective parties” [29]. An aging
elite disconnected from society’s evolving needs will
slow growth and hinder innovation in dangerous ways
[4]. Throughout US history, young people have faced
systematic exclusion from the political process as if not
uninterested but disenfranchised [8].
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The Presidency is one of the few jobs in the world
where 60 is considered youthful [47]. In 2017 Donald
Trump, then 70, became the oldest president at the time
of the inauguration. His record was broken four years
later by Joe Biden, who was 78 years and two months
old when he was sworn in [11]. The period 2017-2025
in the US administration looks like a gerontocratic
reign as American presidents aged so much. “The past
three presidential inaugurations have set a dubious
record: Each saw the oldest man in history sworn
into America’s highest office” [64]. Hectic debates on
gerontocracy were fueled by the age of Joe Biden and
Donald Trump in 2024. In 2021 Joe Biden, 81, became
the first octogenarian to occupy the Oval Office. After
a poor debate performance, due to age, numerous
missteps, cognitive condition, and pressure to bow out
from Democrats, Biden decided not seek reelection
“clearing the path for Vice President Kamala Harris to
take on Trump, who had attacked Biden relentlessly as
“Sleepy Joe” [64]. A CNBC All-America Economic Survey
found that 70% of Americans did not want Biden to run
for re-election, giving his age as the principal reason
[51]. Donald Trump was a mere four years younger
than Biden and had a wealth of documented behavioral
issues and medical risks [2]. Donald Trump, 78, was the
oldest nominee for the US Presidency in history and the
oldest person ever elected to the office, the oldest US
president to start a new term. “That’s slightly more than
double the U.S. population’s median age of 38.9”[4].
“Some may claim that Trump projects a powerful and
vigorous image, but he will turn 80 in the White House.
That’s a big number. Most Americans understand that
as being “old” [27]. Negative attitude to presidential
gerontocracy has just one counterargument - age limits
for politicians look wrong-headed and anti-democratic.

Gerontocracy in the USA is not limited to the White
House. Numerous articles about the American political
elite are peppered with the names of octogenerians, their
extreme age and critical comments: Mitch McConnell is
82. Nancy Pelosi is 84. Chuck Grassley is 90. At least 20
members of Congress are over 80. The average ages in
the US House and Senate are 58 and 64, respectively.
Only 6% of Congress is under 40. In terms of age,
Congress does not represent the electorate [47]. Chuck
Grassley, 90, recently won reelection to a seat he has
held since 1980 and if he survives, he will be 95 years
old when his current term expires. He might run again
[29]. Three elderly Democrats have already died in this
congressional session. Nine of the 100 senators have
served more than 25 years [26]. In 2023 Democrats’
top three leaders in the House - Nancy Pelosi, 82, Steny
Hoyer, 83, and 82-year-old Jim Clyburn - make way
for a new generation in Hakeem Jeffries, 52, Katherine
Clark, 59, and 43-year-old Peter Aguilar, as well as the
arrival of Maxwell Frost, now 26, hailed as the first
Gen Z congressman [51]. Democrat Congresswoman
Annie Kuster of New Hampshire served seven terms in
the House before resigning in December of 2024 to “set
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a better example ... there are colleagues—and some of
whom are still very successful and very productive—but
others who just stay forever” [2]. Last week, something
happened that is extremely rare in Washington, D.C,, but
completely normal outside of it: People openly described
an octogenarian as frail and overdue for retirement.
The subject of discussion was Eleanor Holmes Norton,
the District of Columbia’s nonvoting congressional
delegate, who turned 88 on Friday. Recently, several
D.C. figures have questioned her ability to serve. Holmes
Norton dismissed concerns about her age and, for good
measure, also said that she was planning to run for
another term. “I don’t know why anybody would even
ask me,” the Democrat added, to which anyone outside of
American politics would surely respond: because you're
older than nylon stockings and the ballpoint pen![26].
Last month Patrick Leahy, 82, a Democrat from Vermont,
stepped down after 48 years in the Senate. Last week
Senator Dianne Feinstein of California announced her
retirement at 89 after months of difficult debate about
her mental fitness [51]. “...the Democrats chose similarly
aged individuals to lead key committees such as the Ways
and Means, Energy and Commerce, and Appropriations,
the youngest ranking member being 73 and the oldest
being 86 [2]. “...septuagenarian and octogenarian [older
white male] class” of Democratic leadership “are by and
large ill-equipped”for a second Trump administration
while also blocking “an incredible bench of Gen Z and
millennial leaders” [2].

The Constitution imposed an age minimum of
30 on the Senate. Due to absence of age maximum
Dianne Feinstein (age 90), Robert Byrd (92) and Strom
Thurmond (100) all either died in office or just months
after retirement. The late Dianne Feinstein, for example,
spent the last few years of her life clinging to her Senate
seat, even as she approached 90, despite serious concern
about her mental fitness and clear signs of cognitive
decline, including memory loss [9]. Noteworthy, Dianne
Feinstein, had a glittering career holding some positions
for the first time in history. For instance, she was the
only Jewish student at an elite Roman Catholic high
school, she served as the first female mayor of San
Francisco (1978-88), she became the first woman
to serve as senator from the state (California). In
2009 she became the first woman to chair the Select
Committee on Intelligence. Joe Biden has even more
impressive career being elected in 1972 to the Senate
at 30 and remaining the youngest senator in the US
history until 1979, he served as Senator from Delaware
(1973-2003), as vice-president of the USA (2009-
2017), finally, as the 46th President of the USA (2021-
2025), staying in American leadership and political
elite for half a century. These brilliant careers are never
mentioned in the articles picturing gerontocracy in the
gloomy light.

Outbursts on social media happen when some
old politicians become invisible, absentees, for
example, “Khanna’s outburst on X was provoked by
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the revelation that an 81-year-old Rep. Kay Granger
(R-Texas), who had been absent from Congress for
months, had in fact been diagnosed with dementia and
was residing in a memory care facility [4].

The gerontocratic crisis in the US corridors of power
is worsening. The Supreme Court of the United States,
quasi-gerontocratic from the start, is another outpost
of gerontocracy. Federal judges have life tenure, and
they can make a choice whether to depart alive or dead.
Antonin Scalia died at 79, William Rehnquist at 80,
Ruth Bader Ginsburg (RBG) at 87. Overall, five federal
judges have turned 100 while on the bench. Before
1970, justices served for 15 years on average. Since
then, that number has nearly doubled to 26 years [32].
But the rot really set in with the PR campaign for Ruth
Bader Ginsburg staying on the Supreme Court despite her
advancing age and pancreatic-cancer diagnosis. “What
was presented as perseverance and stamina—or even
as a feminist act of judicial girlbossery—now looks like
narcissism. The court needs me. No other Democratic
appointee will do [26]. RBG’ distinguished career,
superior intellect and vast knowledge were neglected
in the articles on Supreme Court gerontocracy. RBG’s
age and failing health turned out more significant than
her professional achievements. Age is not a guarantee
of wisdom or intelligence, in particular, in the era of
digital technologies and artificial inteligence. “While
countless individuals of advanced age hold the degrees,
experiences, and proper intellect needed, at a certain
point, those experiences and degrees matter little if
one’s intellect and health are faltering’ [2].

Many experts and citizens in the USA insist on a
mandatory mental competency test for politicians
75+. Some favor term limits and setting a maximum
age limit for Congressmen what would increase
turnover. Nearly 80 percent of both younger and
older Americans favor maximum age limits on federal
elected officials. There are recommendations to tackle
the experience of other gerontocratic clubs like the
Roman Catholic Church’s College of Cardinals that are
asked to submit their resignations at age 76 and all are
barred from voting in papal elections when they turn
80. Gerontocracy’s reign in US politics might be over in
2029 and generational change is due.

The attitude to senior models who remain one-offs
in the fashion world is the opposite, much more positive.

In the 17th-19th centuries fashion existed for the
rich and famous. Age was not of primary importance:
kings and queens, major nobility - then-top-models
- were usually much over twenty-something. In the
20th century fashion became more democratic and
flawless-youth-obsessed. In the 2010s senior fashion
models started to appear on catwalks and advertising
campaigns, some of them at the very top of high
fashion. Older models movement did not ruin the cult
of young models but models over 50, septuagenarians,
octogenarians and even nonagenarians have become
visible and much spoken about. The most popular
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models over the age of 50 are all Caucasian, cisgender,
and slim [10]. Naturally, new lexical coinages emerged
in English: age-positive, pro-ageing, ageless women, age-
friendly gorgeousness, mature models, senior models,
inclusive fashion, inclusive catwalk, alternative ageing,
anti-ageism etc.

The proportion of mature models is insignificant
in fashion as young models still have the majority: in
2025 41% of models identify as Gen Z (born 1997-
2012). Luxury brands and other fashion companies
are actively recruiting younger models to have better
connection with younger consumers. When the age
issue is discussed in fashion industry “as catwalk
models are apparently ‘definitely getting older'....and by
this they mean 18 rather than 15” [35]"... older, and not
just in terms of conventional fashion parlance [which
historically would mean 25) [39].

Many fashion brands (Versace, Celine, SaintLaurent,
H&M, Balmain, Gucci, Calvin Klein, Bottega Veneta etc.)
have become opinion-altering and age-positive and cast
models over 50. “Brands are now waking up to the fact
that they have to be pro-ageing rather than anti-ageing”
[65]. One of the most exciting sights was the autumn/
winter 2024 runways [5].

Generally, older models are well known and have
had successful careers in fashion, cinema, theatre,
literature. Jane Fonda, Isabella Rossellini, Faye Dunaway,
Charlotte Rampling, Maggie Smith, Vanessa Redgrave,
Helen Mirren, Catherine Deneuve, Twiggy, Joan Didion,
Lyn Slater, Celine Dion, Julianne Moore, Julia Roberts,
Jennifer Aniston, Reese Witherspoon are legendary
models, actresses, writers, singers. “Advertisers and
customers want to see personality, confidence, and a
real person behind the facade. And part of that is life
experience: older models have that” [45]. Older fashion
modelsinspirebothaverage womenand young modelsin
their twenties. The Times of London dubbed the growing
cohort of older fashion influencers the “silvfluencers”
These women still represent very classic standards of
youth and beauty” [6]. Lyn Slater, founder of Accidental
Icon and author of How to Be 0ld, accidentally became
an influencer in 2017 at the age of 63 [58]. The slogan
of GreyModel Agency “Beautifully Ageing - Elegant
Eccentric” (https://www.greymodelagency.com/)
often mirrors the basis of mature female models’
participation in fashion shows. Some senior models
started modelling when they were 60+ and considered
modeling as a new adventure. Women over 50 spend
more on clothes, accessories than other age groups.
Thus, demographically, brands are ready to offer clothes
for this group and ready to invite older models to their
advertising campaigns. In fashion shows dignitaries and
other guests can see highly privileged women who are
ageless and clothes-wise but the majority of women are
in the middle of the two extremes.

One of the best known mature models is Carmen
Dell'Orefice, 94, who had a successful career in high
fashion and appeared on VOGUE covers, retired in
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her thirties and embraced modelling again at 65. In

an_industry which prizes youth, Dell’'Orefice says she’s

proof of the nation’s general acceptance of a graying
population. Corinne Nicolas, president of Trump Model

Management, which represents Dell’Orefice, said the

octogenarian’s glamour and presence has helped redefine
what society defines as beautiful [22]. In the 2020s she

hasn’t retired her heels and she is still catwalking.
Positive sentiment of the articles and positive attitude
toageing modelsis clear from the distribution of the words
associated with old age, for example, wrinkle, grey:“This
isn’t only about showing wrinkles and grey hair, but about
being true to the older age group, which is as diverse as
any other;,” ...Grey is clearly having its fashion moment, but
fashion, as we know, moves fast [64]. It’s a lot of gray hair
and wrinkled skin in the name of fashion. You could get

breathless over these women, all old, and all magnificent.
(And all, it must be noted, blindingly white) [55]....it wasn’t
always as the “token gray-haired model” sprinkled into the
show like so many salt-and-pepper highlights [19]. Hutton

is beautiful, and her face has lines upon lines, wrinkles
spreading from her smile like crepuscular rays from the sun.

Though she is visibly older, her looks still stun, and in the
past few years, she has been featured in major campaigns...

[55]. Sky-high demand for older models—women in their
60s, 70s, 80s and even 90s—is creating a silver wave in the
modeling industry [46].

The articles about oldest models are totally
complimentary and laudatory what is evident from
the word collocations, beads of adjectives with positive
evaluative meaning and semantic superlatives, for
example: Daphne Selfe, born 1928, with her stunning

beauty and timeless confidence, has become an icon in
the fashion and beauty industry. With extraordinary
spirit and perseverance to overcome all obstacles, she
has proven that age is no barrier to success and radiance.

With her unique beauty and graceful style, she became
one of the top models of that decade./ Particularly,

Carmen Dell’Orefice, born 1931, is known for her ageless

beauty and adaptability over time. With her remarkable
appearance and graceful style, she has continued to work
in the fashion industry to this day, earning her the title
of ‘Supermodel of Maturity’ and inspiring many with
her ability to showcase allure and style at any age.With
a career spanning decades, Carmen Dell’Orefice has

proven that beauty and style know no age limits. She is
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an icon in the fashion industry / Lauren Hutton is an icon
of confidence, individuality, and diversity in the fashion
industry./ Veruschka von Lehndorff (84) is a renowned
supermodel from the 1960s. With a slender figure,

towering height of 6 feet, and stunning beauty, Veruschka
became a fashion icon. / Penelope Tree(74) an epitome of

pioneering fashion and iconic beauty [3, 21, 36, 57, 66].
The words icon, iconic are attributed to every mature

model. Unlike articles about older politicians these
publications include descriptions of great careers of
senior models which are full of admiration and respect.

Younger models, over 50, are also described in the
advantageous way:”...it was Lo who stormed it better
than anyone else...nobody did it better than J-Lo at

Versace. Bronzed and buff, completely self-assured, she
showed how powerful it is to see a woman in clothes,
rather than a teenaged waif” [36]. Names like Campbell,
Schiffer, Crawford, Bruni and Christensen - the supers -
are still well-known in fashion but “it wasn’t until the
Versace SS18 runway that the industry really took note
that you can’t put an expiry date on style and class” [36].

Male mature models happen to be on a catwalk
quite rarely. Wang Deshun, an octogenarian from China,
became famous after a fashion show when he catwalked
shirtless with a strong and fierce style. The video went
viral and in several hours, he was known as the world’s
hottest grandpa [43].

4. CONCLUSION

Older people visibility is perceived and assessed
positively if it correlates with wisdom, exceptional
talent, elegance, attractive appearance, unique personal
achievements and efficiency. If weakened intellect,
failing health prevent elderly individuals from exercising
professional responsibilities, emotional tone in the
articles changes from positive to negative. One of the
reasons US political gerontocracy is bitterly criticised is
the fact that elderly politicians are involved in decision-
making and are still in the position to take fateful
decisions. The emotional tone might be more positive if
politicians take decisions to leave room in due time.

Further research on portrayal and stereotyping
elderly individuals can span, on the one hand, emotional
speech on social media, on the other hand, increasing
visibility of older people in mass media and social
media, in advertising discourse.
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CTABJIEHHA [0 BUAUMOCTI NHOAEN MOXWIOrO BIKY B NOMITULLI TA IHAYCTPIT MOAU

Y cTaTTi Ha MaTepiani aHMINCbKOi MOBYM BUCBITNIOOTLCA 3aC06M eMOLIHHOTO CTaBNEHHS 10 IK0AEN NOXMAOTO BiKy B NOAITUL Ta
MOZi — ABOX NPOodeciiHMX chepax, Lo XapaKTepu3yoTbea BesnpeLeseHTHO BUAUMICTIO Aito4nX OCiO Ta BUHATKOBUM iHTEPECOM
rpomaacbKocTi. CTaTUCTMKa, FepPOHTONONA, FEPOHTONIHIBICTMKA, YNCAEHHI aHaNITUYHI 3BiTK CBigYaTb NPO CTAPIHHA CBITY, CTPIMKe
3POCTAHHA YaCTKM Ntofeit BiIKOM 65+, B TOMy YMCAi rpyny BiCiMAECATUPIYHMX. TUM He MeHLU, K0AM NOXMAOTO BiKY 3aNMLLIAKOTHCA
HEBUAVMMUMM Y TPOMALCKMX MicLAX, Ha POBOYMX MiCLAX, OCTOPOHb NPOLECIB MPUIHATTA piweHb. Y XXI cToNITTi BUAMMICTb Nto-
[le NOXMNOTO BiKY CTAE CKIAZ0BO iHK/IO3UBHOTO CYCMiNIbCTBA Ta CTA/NION0 PO3BMUTKY. BiKOBi 0OMEXKEHHSA He AatoTb MOXK/IMBOCTI
NOLAM NEHCIMHOTO BiKy NpaLtoBaTh y 6araTbox ranyssx, ane BuAaTHI GpaxisLi y BiLli BiCiMAECATM POKIB 1amMatoTb BiKOBI CTEPEOTUNM
Ta 3a/IMLLUAOTLCA aKTUBHUMM, NPUBEPTAIOYM YBAry 3aBAAKM CBOEMY HaZ3BUYAHOMY TaflaHTy Ta BUHATKOBOCTI. Mpe3ngeHTu CLUAy
2010-2020-x poKax, BicimaecaTUpiuHi Ta 4eB’AHOCTONITHI ceHaTopK Ta cyaai BepxosHoro Cyay CnonyyeHwux LLITaTiB 3a3HatoTh Kop-
CTKOi KpnTUKKM B 3MI Ta OTpMMYytOTb 6araTo HeraTUBHMX KOMEHTapiB y coumepekax. CTaTTi npo nosiTuuyHy repoHTokparito y CLUA
MatoTb ABHUI HETaTUBHUIA TOH, NO3HAYEHI BUKOPUCTAHHAM C/1iB Ta ifioM 3 HEraTMBHUM OLLIHHUM 3HaYEHHAM, TPAAMLIAHO Hera-
TUBHOIO CTEPEOTUMI3aLLEID IHOAEN NMOXWUIOTO BiKy. |, HaBMNaKK, CTapLi moaeni, AKki 6epyTb y4acTb Y NPECTUHKHUX MOLHMX NMOKa3ax
Ta 3aNPOLYIOTbCA [0 PEKNAMHUX KaMNaHiii NOKCOBUX BPEHAIB, CPUIAMAtOTLCA NO3UTUBHO AK B3ipeLlb e1eraHTHOCTI, 34,0P0BOro0
€nocoby KuTTA. XBanebHi cTaTTi Nnpo mogenei 60+, yCnilHWX aKTOPOK, CMiBAYOK, NMUCbMEHHWMLb, MOAENEN, AKi NOBEPHYANCA Ha
noaiym y 3pinomy Billi, MatoTb NO3UTUBHMIA KOHTEKCT. JIEKCUYHI OAMHWLL, AKi Y NyBAiKaLiax TPaAMLiHO NOB'A3YIOTb 3 MOXUIUM Bi-
KOM (3MOpLLKA, CUBMHA), BKMBAIOTLCA Y CTATTAX NPO 3PiNIMX MOAENEeN Y NO3UTUBHOMY KOHTEKCTi | HabyBatoTb NO3UTUBHOTO OLLIHHO-
T0 3HaYeHHs. ABTOpM NybiKaLiv iTHOpytOTb 6IMCKYYi Kap'epy BiCIMAECATUPIYHUX NMONITUKIB, TOAT AK MUHY/i LOCATHEHHSA CTapLUMX
MoAenei y cBiTi Moay abo 3a Moro mexkamm BUCBIT/IIOIOTb AETa/IbHO Ta NMO3UTUBHO.

KntouoBi cnosa: sikosuli cmepeomun, sicimoecamupivyHul, 2epoHMOKpamis, 2epoHmosniHeeicmuka, dee’aHocmonimHud,
Mo0a, NoaimuKa.

Cmamms Haditiwaa do pedakyii 25.08.2025
Cmamms pekomendosaHa do dpyky 03.10.2025
Ony6aukosano 30.12.2025



