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Using the different computational approaches, we constructed the core region of amyloid fibrils from lysozyme, AB-protein and
apolioprotein A-I, and studied the adsorption of fibrillar aggregates onto lipid bilayer surface. The structures of amyloids differing in
their twisting angle were generated with CreateFibril software. The stability of the obtained assemblies was assessed by means of
AQUASOL tool, and the twisting angle providing the most stable conformation was identified. The energetically favorable
orientation of the fibrils within the lipid membranes was predicted based on PPM server. It was found that increasing amyloid
periodicity bring about the rise in free energy of peptide transfer from aqueous to membrane phase.
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MOJEJIOBAHHS 3B’SI3YBAHHS AMIJIOTTHAX ®IBPAJI 3 JIIITHAM BIIIIAPOM
B. Tpycosa
Kagheopa soepnoi ma meduunoi pisuxu, Xapriscokuili Hayionanvruil yHisepcumem im. B.H. Kapasina
nn. Ceoboou 4, Xapkis, 61022, Vrpaina
3a J0MOMOroi0 pi3HUX METOAIB KOMII IOTEPHOI0 MOJETIOBaHHS OyJI0 CKOHCTpYyHOBaHO aminoinHi ¢ibpumu mizounmy, AP-Ginka ta
aroninonporeiny A-I, a Takoxk Oyno gocmimkeHo copOuito GpiOpHISIpHUX arperaTiB Ha MOBEPXHIO JimigHoro Gimapy. CTpyKkTypu
aminoigaux ¢iOpui, fki BiApi3HAIHCA 32 CBOIM KyTOM 3aKpydeHHs, OyJo 3reHepoBaHO 3a gomomororo mnporpamu CreateFibril.
CraliTbHICTh OTpUMaHUX arperaTiB Oyna ouiHeHa Ha ocHOBI cepBepy AQUASOL. EHepreTHuHO oNTHMaibHA Opi€HTAIlS
¢GiOpuspHUX arperariB Ha MeMOpaHi Oyna ineHTH(iKoBaHa 3a AOOMOroro cepsepy PPM. 3HalineHo, 110 3pOCTaHHS MMEPioTUIHOCTI
aMLTOINiB MPUBOANTE 10 301IBIIEHHS BUTbHOI CHEprii IIepeHoCcy MEeNTHIIB 3 BOAHOI a3y B JIMIIHY.
KJIIOYOBI CJIIOBA: aminoinui ¢pibpunm; KyT 3aKkpydyBaHHS; ITOIIMOPQi3M; OpieHTalis y MeMOpaHi; KOMIT IOTepHE MOJIETIOBAHHS

MOJAEJIMPOBAHUE CBSA3BIBAHUSI AMUJIOUJIHBIX ®UBPUJIJI C JIUTTUIHBIM BUCJIIOEM
B. Tpycosa
Kadgheopa saoepnoii u meouyuncroui gpuzuxu, Xapvrkosckuii Hayuonanvuwill ynueepcumem um. B.H. Kapasuna
nn. Ceoboowr 4, Xapwvros, 61022, Yxpauna

C moMomIbI0 Pa3INYHBIX METOA0B KOMIBIOTEPHOTO MOJASIUPOBAHUS OBUTM CKOHCTPYHPOBAHBI aMIJIOUIHBIE (GHOPUILTBI TN30IIMa,
AB-6ermka u amonmmonporenHa A-I, a Taxxke ObUTO M3ydeHa copOmms (GUOPMIUIIPHBIX arperaTtoB Ha IOBEPXHOCTH JIUIHIHOTO
oucnosi. CTPYKTYpbl aMIJIOMIHBIX (HOPWILI, KOTOpPBIE OTIMYAINCH YIJIOM 3aKpyYHBaHHs, OBUIM Cr€HEPHPOBAHBI C IOMOIIBIO
nporpammbl  CreateFibril. CrtaOmibHOCT IOJyYeHHBIX arperatoB Obbla omeHeHa Ha ocHoBaHuu cepBepa AQUASOL.
DHepreTHYECKU ONTUMaNbHAasl OpHeHTanus pUOPHILIAPHBIX arperaToB Ha MeMOpaHe OblTa HASHTU(QHIIMPOBAaHA C OMOIIBIO cepBepa
PPM. Iloka3aHo, 4TO yBelnHYeHHE HEPUOJUIHOCTH aMHUJIOHOB MPUBOAUT K BO3PACTAHHIO CBOOOAHOM dHEPIUH MEepPEeHOCa MEeNTHI0B
13 BOJHOM B IMNHAHYIO (Ba3zy.
KJIFOYEBBIE CJIOBA: amunouassie GUOPHIUIBL, YTOJ 3aKpYYHBAaHU; TIONUMOP(U3M; OpHEHTAIHs B MEMOpaHe; KOMITBIOTEpHOE
MOJIETTHPOBaHHE

The self-assembly of specific proteins and peptides into highly ordered supramolecular aggregates (amyloid
fibrils) is currently attracting a growing interest in a variety of research areas from biomedicine to nanotechnology [1,2].
The unique physical and structural properties of amyloid fibrils make them the promising candidates for the design of
novel functional materials and devices [3]. However, the main focus in amyloid research is essentially shifted towards
elucidating the role of fibrillar assemblies in pathogenesis of so-called conformational diseases, such as neurological
disorders (Parkinson’s, Alzheimer’s and Huntington’s diseases), type II diabetes, systemic amyloidosis, spongiform
encephalopathies, etc. [4]. The impairment of cell functions by fibrillized proteins and intermediates is causatively
linked to the complex conformational behavior of these aggregates, which are distinguished by the presence of a core
cross-f-sheet structure with B-strands orienting perpendicularly to the fibril long axis and B-sheets propagating in its
direction [1]. Such molecular architecture is stabilized by the main-chain hydrogen bonding, ionic pairing, van der
Waals, aromatic n-m interactions and hydrogen bonds between amino-acid side chains [5-7]. Another fundamental
feature of fibrillar state is associated with the formation of topologically distinct structures, such as twisted ribbons,
helical ribbons and nanotubes [8]. The twisting ability of amyloid is controlled by chirality [9,10], electrostatics [11,12],
as well as entropic contributions arising from solvent rearrangement around side chains and backbone dynamics [11].
Importantly, the morphology of amyloid assemblies is supposed to be an essential determinant of their cytotoxicity [13].

Ample evidence suggests that toxic action of fibrillar aggregates is primarily targeted at cell membranes [14]. It
was demonstrated that amyloid-induced cellular dysfunction may result from the alterations in membrane integrity and
physicochemical characteristics, involving the changes in lipid bilayer permeability, lipid loss, receptor activation,
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membrane fragmentation, etc. [15], with the extent of membrane perturbations being dependent on structural properties
of the protein aggregates [16]. Subtle modifications in growth conditions along with different modes of intramolecular
and side-chain interactions may produce a wide collection of amyloid polymorphs with distinct molecular architecture
formed by the same amino acid sequence [12]. In view of this, establishing a correlation between the structural
peculiarities of amyloid aggregates and their ability to interact with lipid bilayer and modify its structure seems to be of
outmost importance for uncovering the molecular details of fibril cytotoxicity. Since experimental solving of this
problem is still hardly feasible, increasing attention is given to computational analytical tools. The present contribution
is devoted to exploring the interactions of different structural variants of amyloid fibrils with lipid membranes using the
computer modeling approach. Our goal was threefold: i) using the computational framework of CreateFibril web
resource to construct the polymorphic amyloid fibrils of hen egg white lysozyme, A, and apolipoprotein A-I peptides,
differing in their twisting angle; ii) to assess the stability of constructed fibrils in water with AQUASOL tool and to
identify the most energetically favorable polymorphs; iii) to predict the mode of amyloid association with lipid bilayer
using the PPM web server.

CONSTRUCTION AND STABILITY OF PEPTIDE AMYLOID FIBRILS

CreateFibril tool was used to construct the amyloid fibrils of the peptides from hen egg white lysozyme, A and
apoliprotein A-I [17]. More specifically, the analyzed peptide sequences involve:
o K-peptide of lysozyme, GILQINSRW, residues 54-62 of wild-type protein, (Lz1),
e  derivative of K-peptide, IFQINS (Lz2),
e peptide (residues 24-50) from G26R-mutated apolipoprotein A-I, DSRRDYVSQFEGSALGKQLNLKLLDNW (A-

D

e peptide from AP protein, LVFFAEDVGSNKGAIIGLMVGGVVIA, residues 17-42 of AB (AB).

Lz2

Fig. 1. Side and cross-sectional view of the fibrils constructed with the use of CreateFibril software.

The structure of Lzl dimer, used as input for CreateFibril, was generated from Lzl monomer in B-strand
conformation with PatchDock and FireDock tools [18,19]. Lz2 dimer was obtained in similar way but monomeric
structure was taken from Protein Data Bank (PDB code 4ROP). A-I dimer was created as described in [20], while Ap



53
Modeling of amyloid fibril binding to the lipid bilayer EEJPVo0l.2No0.22015

tetramer was taken from Protein Data Bank (PDB code 2BEG). The choice of the peptides Lzl, A-I and AP was
dictated by the fact that they represent the core of the amyloid fibrils from corresponding proteins. Peptide Lz2 was
used to bring out the effect of amino acid sequence on the amyloid stability and fibril-lipid interactions.

The mathematical background of CreateFibril software involves translational and rotational affine transformations
which allow creating several identical copies of the fibril fragment and stacking them side-by-side, elongating thereby
the fibrillar aggregate [18]. The procedure of the fibril constructing requires the following parameters: i) the number of
protofilaments and their packing distance perpendicular to fibril axis, n and R, respectively; ii) the direction of fibril
axis; iii) the fibril length (the number of monomers), r; iv) the distance between B-strands along the fibril axis, d; v) the
rotation angle of amyloid monomers along the fibril axis (twisting angle), 6. While creating the amyloid structures
studied here, the parameters R and d were taken as 5 A, n was 2, 4, 1 and 2 for Lzl, Lz2, Ap and A-I, respectively.
Parameter r was set as 4 for Ap and 10 for the rest of the peptides. Rotation angle was allowed to vary from 0 to 40°
degrees (with a 5° step). The differences in the input parameters are explained by the distinct structural features and
amyloid-forming propensities of the examined peptides. Such kind of modeling yields nine fibrillar structures for every
peptide, whose representative pictures are given in Fig. 1. As seen from this figure, the constructed fibers are
characterized by repeated intertwined structure, enriched in B-sheets, which represents the hallmark of amyloid
aggregates.

The next step of the study was directed towards assessing the stability of created fibrillar structures. To achieve
this goal, the free energies of the fibrils were computed in water as a sum of Lennard-Jones, Coulomb and solvation
energies using the AQUASOL server [21]. Specifically, this program solves the dipolar Poisson-Boltzmann-Langevin
(DPBL) equation for a given system. In DPBL formalism the solvent is represented as a collection of orientable dipoles
with nonuniform concentration. This results in nonlinear dependence of permittivity on the atom position and local
electric field at this position. DPBL approach is supposed to be the most adequate in calculating the energetic profiles of
biomolecules. The solution of DPBL equation yields the electrostatic potential at each position. The procedure of
AQUASOL simulations includes, first, the hydration of amyloid fibrils and their equilibration in water followed by
calculations of the free energies. The recovered dependencies of the fibril energy on its twisting angle are presented in
Fig. 2. Analysis of these profiles showed that the most stable fibrillar aggregates have the twisting angles of 15, 5, 20
and 20° for Lz1, Lz2, Ap and A-I, respectively.
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In the present context it is worth of mentioning that molecular origin of the amyloid twist is still a matter of
extensive debates. Originally, the main reason for the intertwining of the protofibrils is thought to be the intrinsic
chirality of amino acid residues [22]. However, further progress in amyloid physics showed that twisting of fibrillar
aggregates arises from the balance between fibril elasticity and electrostatic repulsion [23]:
k,T27v*Qe ™"

e — D

Ksiné
where U is the total energy of the twisting, M is the torsional modulus of the fibrils, v,x and O denote the linear charge
density of the fibril, the inverse Debye length and the Bjerrum length, respectively, 6 is the twist angle. The first term in
this equation represents the elastic torsional energy, which opposes the twist, while the second term stands for screened
electrostatic potential of the twisted fibrils, which promotes the twist. In a flat configuration the distance between the
charges of the same sign may not be sufficient to compensate the energetic costs connected with the electrostatic
repulsion. In turn, rotation around the long axis increases the distance between the charges, minimizing thereby the
electrostatic repulsion. However, increased separation between the consecutive polypeptide segments creates the
penalty in elastic energy favoring the flattered configuration. The final twist of the amyloid fibril is determined by the
delicate balance between the above processes.

The widely accepted model of amyloid structure assumes that the stacked pleated B-sheets are twisted in such a
way that a repeating unit of 24 B-strands constitutes a full helical turn around the fibril axis [24]. Such a configuration
generates the twist of 15° between the neighboring B-strands. The twisting angles 15-20° recovered here for the most
stable configurations of Lz1, Ap and A-I fibrils are in a good harmony with the above model. The only exception is
Lz2 fibrils, for which the most stable structure corresponds to the twisting angle 5°. This finding may be explained by
the small length of the constructed fibrils which does not allow the high twist angle, since in this case the large elastic
energy penalty is created. However, it is expected that propagation of the fibril would shift the twisting angle, that
characterizes the most stable structure, to the higher values.

U=Lmer+
2

MODELING OF AMYLOID FIBRIL ASSOCIATION WITH LIPID MEMBRANES

In the following, it was of interest to simulate the adsorption of the constructed fibrillar aggregates onto the lipid
bilayer. In view of the crucial role of fibril-induced membrane disruption in amyloid cytotoxicity, the analysis of protein
aggregate orientation within the membrane may be of particular importance for elucidating the molecular-level details
of their destructive effect. The simulations were performed on the basis of online PPM server, which can predict the
membrane positions of both peripheral and integral proteins [25]. Specifically, spatial arrangement of proteins in
membranes is determined by minimizing their transfer energies from water to lipid bilayer. Additional output
parameters include the depth of peptide protrusion into the nonpolar membrane region, tilt angle (the angle between the
peptide axis and the bilayer normal) and the residues embedded into membrane hydrocarbon core. The calculation is
based on the universal solvation model which accounts for hydrophobic, van der Waals, H-bonding and electrostatic
solute-solvent interactions [26]. In this model lipid bilayer is represented as a fluid anisotropic medium characterized by
dielectric constant ( &), solvatochromic dipolar parameter (7" ), and H-bonding acidity and basicity parameters (a and
£ ). The nonpolar bilayer region of is modeled as a planar slab of adjustable thickness whose interior resembles the

decadiene. Interfacial polarity of the membrane is simulated based on EPR, X-ray and spin-labeling experimental
measurements of water concentration in the membrane interior [25].

Within the framework of solvation model, the transfer energy of a solute molecule from aqueous phase to the
arbitrary position in the membrane accounts for the dependence of the solvation parameters o, and 7 on the atom

position along the bilayer normal ( z,), and is given by:
N M L
AGtmnsfer (d, , T) — Z inatﬁbi/ (Zi ) ASAI n Zﬂ;’atﬁbil (Z,' ),U, T Zm]n {AElian , AE:emr} , (2)
i=1 i=1 k=1

where o, (z[) stands for the solvation parameter, depending on the atom type and describing the surface energy transfer
per A of i-th atom from water to the point z, on the membrane, A4S4, is a solvent-accessible surface area of i-th atom,

n(zj) defines the energy cost of the transferring the dipole moment of 1D from water to point z,, x,— the dipole

moment of group j, £ and E;" represent the energies of ionized group k in ionized and neutral states, respectively,
N is the number of atoms in the molecule, M is the number of group dipoles, L is the number of ionizable groups,
d, ¢ and 7 define the sift along the bilayer normal, rotational and tilt angle, respectively.

The individual dipolar contributions were assumed to linearly decrease to zero when 4SA4 of the atom associated

with the dipole moment becomes smaller than the hydration area occupied by a single molecule of water
(ASAwater z14 A):

AG,,  =n""""(z,)u,, if ASA, > AS4,,, &)

dip.j J
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AG,,  =n""""(z,)u,(AS4,/ASA,,, ), if ASA, <ASA,,, @)
Analogous approximation of Born energy for ionized groups yields:
; 166 e ;
AE"" = L[ Fut —Fo () i+ Yo7 (2,)4S4,  if ASA, > ASA,,, 5)
r, i=1
ion 1 66eBorn wat < wat —>bil .
AE/( = r—|:FAbe - FAbe (Zk ):| (ASAk/ASAwater )f;c + Z Gl,izm (Zl )ASAI, lf ASAk £ ASAwater (6)
i=1

k
where coefficient f, = 0.5 if the group is involved in ion pairing, and f, =1 for the rest of cases.

Analysis of the binding of constructed amyloid fibrils to the lipid membranes allowed us to determine the
energetically preferable orientation of the aggregates relative to lipid-water interface, as well as the energetics of
protein-lipid binding. Notably, we found it reasonable to analyze not only the most stable structures, but also those
covering the entire range of the examined twisting angles.

Table 1
Structural and thermodynamic parameters characterizing membrane location and orientation of Lz1 and Lz2 fibrils
Twist AG, kcal/mol Depth’, A Tilt angle Embedded residues
angle Lzl Lz2 Lzl Lz2 Lzl Lz2 Lzl Lz2
0 -34 -18.8 7 3.9 89 90 2, %130’*}&/9’ F2, 14, S6
5 -32 -18.4 5.1 4.4 90 87 12,13, W9, 110 | F2,14, S6
10 -24 -16.7 4.4 4.7 989 86 12, L3, W9, 110 | F2,14,S6
15 -16 -16.1 42 7.9 87 80 12, L3, W9, 110 11-14
20 -12.5 -12.4 2.5 5.8 89 82 12,110 11 -14
25 -12.3 -11.5 2.1 5.2 90 88 110 11, F2, S4
30 -11 ND 1.7 ND 90 ND 110 ND
35 -9.5 -9.8 1.5 5.2 89 87 110 11, F2, S4
40 -10.3 -8.2 1.7 53 90 90 110 11, F2, S4
*depth of penetration into the hydrocarbon core of lipid bilayer
*I10 means the first residue of the second monomer
Table 2
Structural and thermodynamic parameters characterizing membrane location and orientation of of AP and A-I fibrils
Twist AG, kcal/mol Depth, A Tilt angle Embedded residues
angle AB A-1 AB A-1 AP A-1 AB A-1
G17-V23, F28'-
0 -36.6 -26.8 18.4 2 90 88 140, G42 L38
5 -34 -23.4 19 2.1 85 88 G17-112441, F28- L38
10 -36.4 -18.8 17.8 3.6 85 87 G”’i‘; F28- L38
15 -33.5 -14.9 16.4 4.3 84 83 G17-112f1, A30- L38
20 -28.9 -11.9 16.8 4.1 89 79 G”'\ﬁg’ F29- L38
25 -22.4 9.9 17.4 4.4 59 81 G”'C}iz)’ V33- L38
30 -20 -8.5 19.2 53 47 74 G”'Vlif)’ V33- L38
35 -23.2 -8.3 232 2 14 87 G17-V22, A30- D24, 138
G38
40 -26.2 -8.9 23.8 1.4 7 85 G”'\gfé E31- S$36, 38

“the residues after 26™ belong to the next monomer
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Recent experimental data from single molecule atomic force microscopy showed that amyloid periodicity is a
tunable parameter whose initial value is sensitive to the changes of experimental variables [23]. In particular, increasing
salt concentration was reported to bring about continuous decrease in amyloid pitch, and corresponding twisting angle,
according to the dependence:

2 ~2/3

L, =1L at +&(K1 —K )LT/Z > (N

K, 4r
where L, x are the fibril pitch of the fibril and inverse Debye length, the subscript denotes salinity regime — 1 or 2 (i.e.
ionic strength /, or /,), «, is the parameter at ionic strength 2, depending on the intrinsic characteristics of the fibrils
(charge density, geometry, elastic rigidity). Elevation of the ionic strength screens the electrostatic interactions within
the fibrils and decreases the contribution of the second term in Eq. (1), causing the relaxation of fibril tilt and its
untwisting. The weakened electrostatic interactions may alter the H-bonding distribution along the fibrillar aggregates

and their mechanical stability, the parameters that also underlie the structural configuration of the amyloid.
Lz1

Lz2

Fig. 3. Representative snapshots of amyloid fibril binding to the lipid bilayers simulated with PPM server.

The results of calculations performed with PPM are shown in Tables 1, 2, and the representative snapshots are
given in Fig. 3. As judged from the tables, the position of amyloid fibrils in the membrane and energetics of peptide-
lipid binding is strongly determined by amino acid sequence and the twist of the polypeptide chain. The recovered
values of the tilt angle indicate that preferable orientation of amyloid fibrils from Lz1, Lz2 and A-I peptides is parallel
or slightly tilted with respect to the bilayer surface. In contrast, AB fibrils were found to reside parallel to membrane
surface only up to twisting angle of ca. 20°, while further increase in § was followed by the rise in tilt angle up to 7°
(Table 2), the value corresponding to almost perpendicular orientation to the bilayer surface.
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Furthermore, the general tendency observed for all peptides is the decrease in transfer energy upon increasing
twisting angle of the fibrils. This means that it is becoming energetically unfavorable for the peptide to insert into the
lipid bilayer with increasing its periodicity and amyloid fibrils tend to locate at lipid/water interface or in the membrane
polar region. This effect can be explained by at least two factors. The first one is that different amino acid residues
participate in peptide-lipid binding depending on the fibril twist. According to White-Wimley hydrophobicity scale, the
free energy of transfer of individual amino acid residues from water to the lipid phase varies substantially from residue
to residue and is controlled by residue charge, chemical structure and its polarity [27]. If one take, for the sake of
illustration, the peptide Lz1 and calculate roughly the sum of transfer energy contributions from each residue (see Fig.
8C in [27] for the values of transfer energies for each amino acid) taking part in membrane penetration (AG™"), it
appears that at 8=5", AG™ =AG"” +AG"” +AG"’ +AG™ =—-0.31-0.56—1.85-0.31=—3.03 kcal/mol, while at
6=40" AG"" =AG" =-0.31 kcal/mol. Analogously, for A-I fibrils at 8 =5 AG™ =AG"® =-0.56 kcal/mol,
while at 8 =40" AG™ = AG"*®* + AG"** =-0.56+1.23=1.59 kcal/mol. These calculations show that variation even in
one amino acid residue, being in contact with nonpolar bilayer region may significantly change the free energy of
transfer. Furthermore, one should bear in mind that the difference in AG™ (and, as a consequence, the overall
AG™" ) in our systems may be further increased if one takes into account the inter-residue interactions within the
fibrils, their structural peculiarities, as well as the other constituents of total transfer energy, the factors that were
neglected upon these rough calculations and that may substantially change the transfer energy of individual residues.
However, evidently, the difference in the nature of amino acid residues, protruding the membrane hydrophobic region,
is not the only reason for the observed increase in absolute values of AG"™* . Specifically, for all peptides we observed
the rise in free energy at increasing twisting angle that was not accompanied by the change in amino acid residues
embedded into nonpolar core of lipid bilayer. For example, in the case of Lzl elevation of the twisting angle from 5 to
15 degrees resulted in two-fold increase in AG™"* despite the observation, that amino acid residues penetrating the
acyl chain region were the same in both cases (Table 1). This finding can be rationalized in terms of the alterations in
physicochemical and structural properties of the amino acid residues (such as 454, the ability to form H-bonds, polarity
characteristics, arrangement in [3-stacks, etc.) upon increasing the twisting angle.

Notably, modeling of increasing twist of peptide aggregates may resemble the maturation of amyloid from
oligomeric nucleus. At the beginning of fibril growth phase, the protofilaments have a flat structure, and their
intertwining is rare and random across the contour length. However, the magnitude of twisting angle and the number of
twisting points increases with incubation time [12]. Furthermore, according to the prevailing concepts, amyloid
intermediates (oligomeric aggregates with small twist) are thought to have much more pronounced impact on membrane
structure compared to mature fibers with high twist. In view of this, the findings outlined here, may provide the possible
explanation for this phenomenon, i.e. it is thermodynamically unfavorable for grown fiber to penetrate the membrane,
since its twisted structure would require much more energy for membrane to adjust its contact region to the intertwined
structure of the fibrils.

CONCLUSIONS

1) Based on the different computational approaches, in the present work we constructed the core region of
amyloid fibrils from hen egg white lysozyme, AB-peptide and apolipoprotein A-I, and analyzed their
association with lipid membranes.

2) Simulation of the amyloids using the CreateFibril software showed that all fibrillar aggregates are
characterized by the repeated twisted f-stacked structure, a characteristic signature of amyloid assembly.
Subsequent evaluation of fibril free energy on the basis of AQUASOL server allowed identifying the twisting
angle ensuring the most stable structure for every of the examined peptides.

3) Modeling fibril-lipid interactions with PPM tool showed that elevating amyloid twist results in increasing
transfer energy of the peptide from water to lipid environment. The molecular determinants of this
observation were supposed to involve chemical structure, ASA and the number of amino acid residues
penetrating the membrane hydrocarbon core.

The obtained results may prove to be useful in elucidation the molecular-level details of amyloid cytotoxicity

mechanisms.
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