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In this work, the effect of Multi-Wall Carbon Nanotubes (MWCNTs) addition on the materials shielding properties
against Gamma radiation with an energy of 662 keV from a 137Cs source is investigated. The linear attenuation
coefficient of MWCNTs-based materials (gelatin-water mixture) with MWCNTs concentrations of 0%, 5%, and 10% is
measured. To isolate the contribution of the MWCNTs unique structure to the shielding capabilities, samples with the
same concentrations of activated carbon were fabricated and their linear attenuation coefficients were obtained. Also,
the linear and the mass attenuation coefficients are obtained theoretically for the same concentrations using the XCOM
program and compared with measured values. It is found that the addition of MWCNTs by 5% or 10% has increased
the linear attenuation coefficient by around 5% when compared to the same concentrations of activated carbon. This
increase in the shielding capabilities against gamma radiation can be related to the interaction of gamma radiation with
the extraordinary geometry and structure of MWCNTs.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Carbon nanotubes (CNTs), because of their outstanding physical and geometrical properties are considered
one of the key materials for many of the current and future technologies [1, 2, 3, 4]. So far, there is a large number
of studies focusing on the electrical, thermal, and mechanical properties of CNTs-based composites targeting
vast technological applications [5, 6]. However, when it comes to the interaction of gamma (γ) radiation with
CNTs based composites there is a large number of studies that explore the effect of γ irradiation on the electrical
and mechanical properties [7, 8]. Nevertheless, focusing on the shielding properties of CNTs-based composites
against γ radiation has drawn less attention [9, 10]. One reason for this is related to the fact that shielding
capability against radiation is mainly directly proportional to the atomic numbers of the elements in the used
shielding material and their mass density [11]. However, engineering the shielding materials at the nano-scale
level has proven to enhance the shielding properties in some applications. For example, in previous studies by
Hassan et al. as in Ref.[12] and by El-Khatib et al. as in Ref.[13], aiming to fabricate better gamma radiation
shields, materials ( e.g., concrete, polymers) were doped with lead oxide nano-particles to enhance the shielding
properties due to the existence of the lead (Pb) element. In fact, lead is known as one of the best elements to
shield gamma radiation due to its large atomic number and its high mass density. In the X-ray range, in a work
by Fujimori et al. [9], the shielding properties against X-ray radiation were enhanced when CNTs are used in
comparison with other forms of carbon structures in highly oriented pyrolytic graphite (HOPG) and fullerenes
(C60). This enhancement in the shielding properties could not be explained by the known theories, which raises
the need for an alternative theoretical model to explain such enhancement. In a study by Zhang et al.[14], the
shielding capabilities of carbon nanotube (CNT)-based film materials against gamma-ray are investigated for
energies from 241Am and 137Cs. The study shows that CNT films have higher shielding capabilities against
gamma radiation when compared with carbon fiber-reinforced composites, owing to the interaction of gamma
radiation with the outstanding cylindrical structure on the nanoscale. In another work by Viegas et al.[15], an
enhancement of X-ray shielding in the functionalized graphene oxide-based nanocomposites when compared to
MWCNTs is reported for energies between 6.9 to 22.1 keV. The study showed that the structure of carbon used
in the composite is an essential parameter to consider when studying the shielding properties. Moreover, the
work has pointed out that a new interaction mechanism between the graphene structure and the incident γ-ray
could be responsible for such enhancement.
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Since most studies did not focus on the shielding against gamma radiation when CNTs are utilized at
least in the bulk case, it’s worth searching for potential contributions to the shielding capability against gamma
radiation due to the unique geometrical and structural properties of CNTs. Recently, there is an increasing
interest in the medical applications of CNTs for treating cancer by dielectric heating of infected tissues by
the application of microwave radiation [16]. In special cases, if gamma radiation therapy is used during the
existence of CNTs in the tissue, it is important to estimate the shielding level of CNTs to give the correct dose
of γ radiation [17].

When studying the shielding capability of any material after the addition of CNTs, there are key parameters
to consider in such study, e.g., the geometry of CNTs (number of walls, diameter, and length), alignment and
orientation of CNTs, and their concentration in the hosting material. Another important parameter to consider
is the energy of the gamma radiation Eγ used, where Eγ is related to the wavelength λ of γ-ray as Eγ = hc/λ
where h is the Planck’s constant and c is the speed of light [11]. In the current study, we are considering the
concentration of MWCNTs parameter only which can be investigated within the available resources.

To investigate the effect of MWCNTs addition on the radiation shielding properties, the linear attenuation
coefficient (LAC) will be measured for a gelatin-water mixture that is doped with different concentrations of
MWCNTs against γ-radiation from 137Cs at 662 keV. Activated carbon is used in the current study as a control
variable (in terms of structure) to isolate the effect of the unique structure of MWCNTs at such conditions.
The chemical structure of activated carbon is very close to pure graphite structure in which carbon atoms are
arranged as layers of connected hexagons [18]. To help understand the effect of MWCNTs addition on the
shielding properties, the XCOM program will be used to calculate the mass attenuation coefficient µ values
and the LAC values theoretically [19]. The importance of the XCOM program in the current study stems from
the fact that the XCOM program does not account for the structure of the shielding materials in general and
for the MWCNTs structure specifically. Such calculations can help isolate the contribution of the MWCNTs
structure when compared with the experimental measurements of the shielding properties.

One more important goal for the current work is to verify the need for a new theory to explain the
mechanism of interaction between the γ radiation and the MWCNTs at such an energy range. For the γ rays
at an energy of 662 keV from the 137Cs, the dominant mechanism of interaction is the Compton effect at which
the γ rays scattered at different angles θ with less energy (depending on the angle) [20].

2. THEORY

For a radiation of a single energy γ radiation with an intensity of I0 initially incident on the surface of a
material that has a thickness of x, the intensity of the gamma radiation after traveling a distance x inside the
material will drop according to the exponential attenuation law (Lambert-Beer law) as [21]:

I(x) = I0e
−LACx (1)

Here LAC represents the linear attenuation coefficient in units of cm−1. For a shielding material with a
large LAC value, the intensity of γ-rays gets attenuated dramatically as it travels through the material [21].
The total mass attenuation coefficient µ for any shielding material is given as µ = LAC/ρ, where ρ is the mass
density of the sample in units of g/cm3. For any chemical compound or a mixture of elements the µ value can
be calculated theoretically using the following relation:

µ =
∑
i

wi(LAC/ρ)i (2)

where the fractional weight of the ith component is wi. The value of µ can be obtained theoretically using
the XCOM program that is provided by the National institute of standards NIST (USA) [19]. Also, one can
find the Half Value Thickness (HVT), which is the thickness of the shielding material at which the radiation
intensity drops to one-half of its initial value, it can be calculated according to the following equation:

HV T =
ln 2

LAC
(3)

The HVT value is a key parameter to consider when comparing the shielding capability of different
radiation-absorbing materials [22].

3. EXPERIMENTAL SETUP

3.1. Fabrication of the samples

In the current study, a mixture of gelatin and water was prepared as a hosting material for the MWCNTs
due to the simplicity of casting the samples and due to the good dispersion of the MWCNTs into the mixture
after curing [16]. The host material mixture is fabricated out of gelatin (gelatin from bovine skin type B, Sigma-
Aldrich) and distilled water, as demonstrated in a work by Altarawneh et al.[23]. A small amount of p-toluic
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acid and n-propanol were added to the distilled water and gelatin to enhance the bonding in the host material
and to preserve it for longer periods of time [24]. Table 1 shows the percentage of the elements composing the
host material used in this work. The MWCNTs (supplied by Cheap Tubes Co., with a length of 10-20 µm,
purity > 95 wt.% outer diameter 30-50 nm, and ash<1.5 wt.%) or the activated carbon (supplied by Acros
Organics BVBA Janssen Pharmaceutical, with grains size >1 µm ) of the desired concentrations were added
to the distilled water initially and sonicated using an ultrasonic processor (UP100H- Hielscher Ultrasonics
technology) for 30 minutes. Then, the gelatin and the rest of the components were added according to the
procedure described in Altarawneh et al.[23]. The samples containing the MWCNTs or the activated carbon
were fabricated with concentrations by weight of 0, 5%, and 10% for each of them.

Table 1. The percentage of the main components of the hosting material mixture

p-toluic acid n-propanol deionized water gelatin
0.080% 3.44% 81.84% 14.64%

The resultant mixtures with different concentrations and different fillers types were molded in 10 cm long
glass tubes with a diameter of 1.2 cm. The glass tubes containing the samples were sealed with thin plastic
sheets and left to cure at room temperature for five days. The final form of the samples is flexible cylindrical rods
that can be easily cut by a sharp blade. The mass density for each sample was measured and tabulated to be
used in the rest of the study. For each of the fabricated samples, the LAC value was measured as demonstrated
in the following subsection.

3.2. Experimental setup for studying Gamma radiation shielding capabilities

The setup used in this work to measure the LAC values is as demonstrated in Figure 1. The setup is
composed of a Sodium Iodide (NaI) detector (manufactured by Canberra, model: 2007P) that is housed in a
4.0 cm thickness lead shield to block radiation from background sources.

High Voltage
Amplifier

MCA
NaI Detector

Detector Shield (Pb)

Pb collimator

Sample

Radioactive source Pb 

holder

Cs 137 source

PC

20 cm

10 cm

15 cm

4 cm

Support stand

Figure 1. The schematic diagram of the setup used to measure the LAC values of each of the fabricated
samples.

The NaI detector was connected to an operating high voltage source of 700V (manufactured by Canberra,
model: 3102). The output signal was sent to an amplifier (manufactured by Ortec, model: 575A) where its
output is connected to a Multi-Channel Analyzer (MCA). The data from the MCA was acquired and plotted
on a computer monitor with the help of the MAESTRO Version 7.0 package ( supplied by Ortec).

The fabricated samples were inserted in the custom-made lead housing with a 1.2 cm internal diameter,
40.0 cm length, and 2.0 cm thickness. The detector was placed at a large enough distance to ensure narrow
beam geometry. The Cesium source (137Cs) has a pen shape with an outer diameter of 1.0 cm (supplied by
Amersham) that was inserted in a custom-made lead holder with a length of 8.0 cm. The sample thickness was
adjusted by pushing the sample out of the glass tube and by cutting it with a sharp blade. Inserting a small
amount of oil between the glass tube and the sample can help slide the sample in and out of the glass tube
during the adjustment of the thickness.

The fabricated samples were irradiated by gamma radiation from the 137Cs source where the intensity was
collected for a time interval of 90 minutes. The values of the LAC were obtained by fitting Eq.1 using Igor
Pro 9 data analysis software (provided by Wavemetrics). Suitable background subtraction was conducted for
all collected intensity [25, 26].
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3.3. Calculations of the mass attenuation coefficients using the XCOM program

In the theoretical part of this work, the XCOM program is used to calculate the mass attenuation coefficients
of the fabricated samples at energies from 1 keV to 100 GeV. The XCOM program runs under the Windows
operating system on the Google Chrome web browser [27]. The elements percentages in each sample were
calculated initially and used in the XCOM program to calculate the mass attenuation coefficient for each
sample. In Table 2, the net percentages of the elements (carbon, oxygen, hydrogen, and nitrogen) making up
each of the fabricated samples were calculated.

Table 2. The elements percentage of the 0% host material, for the 5% additives of carbon, and for 10%
additives of carbon either in the activated carbon form or the MWCNTs form.

% of carbon additives % C % H % N % O
0% 9.54 10.62 2.48 77.29
5% 13.82 10.11 2.36 73.63
10% 17.88 9.64 2.25 70.17

The output data generated by the XCOM program is tabulated and plotted for comparison. The theoretical
mass attenuation coefficient values are found for the fabricated samples using the XCOM program and plotted
as a function of energy as in Figure 2.

Figure 2. The mass attenuation coefficients as calculated by the XCOM program for the samples with 0%,
5%, and 10% of carbon additives. The inset shows the values of µ around the 137Cs energy of 0.662 MeV.

4. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The gamma radiation intensity I from the 137Cs source at 662 keV was collected using the setup described
earlier for different thicknesses of gelatin-water mixtures with no additives (0%), with the addition of MWCNTs
(5% and 10%), and with the addition of activated carbon (5% and 10%). After suitable background subtraction,
the intensities I for each of the five samples were plotted as a function of the sample’s thickness, and the values of
the LAC were obtained by fitting Eq.1. As it can be seen in Table 3 and in Figure 3-a., there is a small decrease
in the measured LAC values from 0.089 cm−1 down to 0.085 cm−1 and 0.087 cm−1 when the gelatin-water
mixture was doped with 5 % and 10% of activated carbon respectively.

Table 3. The Measured and calculated parameters related to the attenuation of gamma radiation for 0%, 5%,
and 10% concentrations of carbon nanotubes and activated carbon.

Host Material Activated carbon MWCNT Activated carbon MWCNT
concentration 0 5% 5% 10% 10%
LAC (cm−1) 0.089 ± 0.001 0.085± 0.001 0.089 ± 0.001 0.087 ± 0.001 0.091± 0.001
HVT (cm) 7.79± 0.09 8.16± 0.09 7.79± 0.09 7.97± 0.09 7.62± 0.08
ρ (g/cm3) 1.06 ± 0.01 1.08± 0.01 1.09 ± 0.01 1.10 ± 0.01 1.12± 0.01
µ(cm2/g) exp 0.084±0.001 0.079±0.001 0.082±0.001 0.079±0.001 0.081±0.001
µ(cm2/g) XCOM 0.0854 0.0850 0.0850 0.0846 0.0846
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Figure 3. a) the LAC values for all the samples in this study, b) the HVT, c) the µ values as obtained by
XCOM, and d) comparison between values of µ from the XCOM program and the experimental values for the
different types and concentrations of carbon in the study.

In Figure 3-a, the decrease in the LAC values after the addition of activated carbon can be attributed
to the fact that the LAC value is less for materials that are composed of elements of smaller atomic numbers.
Particularly, increasing the concentration of carbon atoms in the sample results in reducing the concentrations
of the rest of the elements in the sample like oxygen and nitrogen which each has slightly a larger atomic number
(see Table 2 for the concentrations of the elements). However, the addition of MWCNTs to the gelatin-water
mixture (by 5% and 10%) results in an increase of about ≈ 4.7% and 4.6% in the LAC values relative to the
gelatin-water mixture with 5% and 10% of activated carbon respectively. Since the concentration of carbon
(in the two forms, as activated carbon or MWCNTs) in the compared samples is the same, the extraordinary
structure of the MWCNTs is the only factor that can be responsible for such an increase in the LAC values.

The HV T value of the gelatin-water mixture after the addition of 5% and 10% of MWCNTs decreases with
4.5% and 4.3 % respectively when compared with the addition of activated carbon as demonstrated in Figure
3-b. Such a decrease in the HVT is due to the extra shielding from the interaction between the γ radiation and
the MWCNTs’ cylindrical geometry. The increase in the HV T value after the addition of activated carbon is
justified by the increase of carbon percentage in the mixture relative to oxygen and nitrogen.

The theoretical mass attenuation coefficients µ for the gelatin-water mixture with the addition of 0%, 5%,
and 10% carbon obtained using the XCOM program were presented in figure 3-c. It’s evident in figure 3-c that
the gelatin-water mixture has less µ as the concentration of carbon is increased. However, the current experi-
mental results show that the addition of carbon in the MWCNTs form has the opposite effect as demonstrated
in Figure 3-d. Particularly, while the addition of the activated carbon (for both 5% and 10% concentrations)
decreases the values of µ, the addition of MWCNTs increases the values of µ for the same concentrations. Based
on this, it is clear that MWCNTs due to their unique structure add extra shielding strength to the gelatin-water
mixture.

Since the MWCNTs geometry and structure appear to be the only factors enhancing the shielding proper-
ties, we should try to find a connection between the physical properties of the γ radiation and the main features
of the MWCNTs structure and geometry. It’s noteworthy that the wavelength of the γ-rays used in this study
at an energy of 0.662 MeV is around 1.87pm, where the interlayer spacing between the walls of the MWCNTs
is around 0.35 nm [28]. In this case, the ratio between the wavelength of γ-ray and interlayer spacing size is
around 1:200. For such a small ratio between the wavelength and the interlayer spacing, one would expect
less interaction between the γ-rays and the MWCNTs. The ratio between the wavelength of the X-ray and
the interlayer spacing between the walls of MWCNTs can be calculated as 1:20 in Fujimori et al. work [9],
where the used X-ray wavelength was 7.11 nm and the spacing between MWCNTs walls was 0.35 nm. The
ratio in both cases can be correlated with the shielding capabilities where a stronger interaction is expected
for the X-rays case. Based on the values of the two ratios above, it can be concluded as the ratio between the
photon wavelength and the interlayer spacing is close to 1:1, the shielding capability against electromagnetic
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radiation would be stronger. This can be observed in the achieved shielding enhancement due to the addition of
MWCNTs against the X-ray radiation (50% enhancement, as in Ref.[9]) compared to the shielding enhancement
against the γ-rays shielding in the current work (5% enhancement) when MWCNTs are used.

5. CONCLUSIONS

In the current study, the LAC values for the gelatin-water mixture, for the gelatin-water mixture with
activated carbon addition (5% and 10%), and for MWCNTs addition (5% and 10%) are investigated experi-
mentally and theoretically. In contrast to the theoretical prediction of the XCOM program of a decrease in the
LAC values, the addition of MWCNTs has increased the LAC values by 5% when compared to the addition
of activated carbon. The main reason for such an increase is only explained by the interaction of γ radiation
with the unique structure of MWCNTs when compared with the activated carbon. It is recommended to use
the MWCNTs to enhance the shielding properties in the X-ray range rather than in the γ-ray range due to
stronger interaction when the wavelength of the radiation is close to the interlayer spacing of the MWCNTs. In
the medical fields, if MWCNTs are introduced to enhance heating effects in living tissues due to the application
of microwaves radiation as many studies have proposed [17], γ radiation therapy can be used too on the tissue
without the need to dramatically increase the radiation doses.
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Ó öié ðîáîòi ðîçãëÿäà¹òüñÿ âïëèâ äîäàâàííÿ áàãàòîñòiííèõ âóãëåöåâèõ íàíîòðóáîê (MWCNT) íà åêðàíóþ÷i âëà-
ñòèâîñòi ìàòåðiàëiâ. Äîñëiäæåíî ãàììà-âèïðîìiíþâàííÿ ç åíåðãi¹þ 662 êåÂ âiä äæåðåëà 137Cs. Âèìiðÿíî êîåôiöi¹íò
ëiíiéíîãî çàãàñàííÿ ìàòåðiàëiâ íà îñíîâi MWCNT (ñóìiø æåëàòèí-âîäà) ç êîíöåíòðàöi¹þ MWCNT 0%, 5% i 10%.
Ùîá âèäiëèòè âíåñîê óíiêàëüíî¨ ñòðóêòóðè MWCNT â åêðàíóþ÷i ìîæëèâîñòi, áóëè âèãîòîâëåíi çðàçêè ç òàêîþ æ
êîíöåíòðàöi¹þ àêòèâîâàíîãî âóãiëëÿ òà îòðèìàíi ¨õíi ëiíiéíi êîåôiöi¹íòè îñëàáëåííÿ. Êðiì òîãî, ëiíiéíèé i ìàñî-
âèé êîåôiöi¹íòè îñëàáëåííÿ îòðèìàíi òåîðåòè÷íî äëÿ îäíàêîâèõ êîíöåíòðàöié çà äîïîìîãîþ XCOM ïðîãðàìè òà
ïîðiâíÿíî iç âèìiðÿíèìè çíà÷åííÿìè. Âèÿâëåíî, ùî äîäàâàííÿ MWCNTs íà 5% àáî 10% çáiëüøèëî ëiíiéíèé êîå-
ôiöi¹íò îñëàáëåííÿ ïðèáëèçíî íà 5% ó ïîðiâíÿííi ç òèìè æ êîíöåíòðàöiÿìè àêòèâîâàíîãî âóãiëëÿ. Öå çáiëüøåííÿ
ìîæëèâîñòåé åêðàíóâàííÿ âiä ãàììà-âèïðîìiíþâàííÿ ìîæå áóòè ïîâ'ÿçàíå iç âçà¹ìîäi¹þ ãàììà-âèïðîìiíþâàííÿ
ç ãåîìåòði¹þ òà ñòðóêòóðîþ MWCNTs.
Êëþ÷îâi ñëîâà: ðàäiàöiÿ; åêðàíóâàííÿ; êîåôiöi¹íò îñëàáëåííÿ; XCOM; áàãàòîñòiííi âóãëåöåâi íàíîòðóáêè
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