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Infrastructure is one of the main parts of football industry in contemporary
time. Pitches, stadiums, sporting goods stores, museums of different teams and
clubs are very important now. These facilities began to appear in Central-Eastern
Europe at the end of the 19th and the beginning of the 20th century. The aim of this
research is the comparison of f knowledge transfer about football infrastructure in
Odesa, Mykolaiv, Varna, and Burgas. This article shows participants and ways to
disseminate knowledge about football infrastructure, location of football pitches
and stadiums in four port cities. It also illustrates the importance of local
educational institutions and businesses in disseminating such information. More
generally, the comparison provides insight into the influence of industrialization
level on the speed and the scale of the implementation of knowledge in practice.
British entrepreneurs built the first pitch in Odesa. Swiss teachers demonstrated for
the first time the rules for equipping grounds in Varna. In Mykolaiv and Burgas,
the transfer of knowledge about the construction of football infrastructure
originated from Britain and the Ottoman Empire. Societies of these cities equipped
pitches thanks to the information gained from British sailors and Ottoman football
fans. Educational institutions were important in the creation of the first sports
facilities in all cities. However, in Varna, Mykolaiv, and Burgas their role was more
prominent, than in Odesa, where entrepreneurs were the leading force. Not only
maritime trade, but also the growth of industry, foreign investment, and education
became important factors in the development of sports in the port cities of Ukraine



and Bulgaria. Population also influenced the speed and extent of the dissemination
of knowledge about football.

Keywords: football; infrastructure; Odesa; Mykolaiv; Varna; Burgas; stadium,;
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Muxosaenko /I. Ilepenaua 3nanp npo ¢yroéoabHy iHGpacTpyKTypy Yy
Bapmi, Oneci, bBypraci ta MukosaeBi Hanpukinni XIX — Ha moyarky XX cr.

[HppacTpykTypa € OAHIED 3 TOJOBHUX YacTHH (PyTOOIBHOI 1HAYCTPIl
cyuyacHocTi. [lons, cramionu, CIOPTUBHI Mara3uHM, My3ei pi3HUX KOMaH]I 1 KIIyOiB
3apa3 ayxe BaxummBl. L1 00’exktn mouanu 3’siBastucsa B LlentpanbHO-CxigHIN
€pponi HanpukiHami XIX — Ha mowyarky XX cT. MeToro 1bOro TOCHTIKEHHS €
NnopiBHAHHSA TpaHchepy 3HaHb Tpo GyTOONBHY 1HGpacTpykTypy MK Ojnecoro,
MuxkonaeBom, BapHoro Ta BypracoMm. Llg crarTs mokasye y4acHHMKIB Ta HUISIXU
MOIIMPEHHS 3HaHb NPO PyTOONBHY 1HOPACTPYKTYPY, po3TamryBaHHs (HyTOOIBHUX
MOJIIB 1 CTQ/IIOHIB Y YOTHUPHOX MOPTOBUX MicTax. l{e Takox 1II0CTpyE BaXKIUBICTh
MICIIEBHX HABUAJIBHUX 3aKJIaAIB 1 MIAMPUEMCTB Y MONIMPEHHI Takoi iHpopmarltii. Y
OUIbIl 3arajbHOMY IUIaHI TMOPIBHSAHHA JAa€ YSABJIEHHS MO BIUIMB PIBHSA
IHIyCcTpiagizamii Ha MBHAKICTh 1 MacmTad BIPOBAKCHHS 3HAHb Ha IPAKTHII.
Bbputanchki nignpuemili noOyayBanu nepiuii Maiinanuuk B Oneci. Beiapcbki
BUMTEJI BIIEPIIEC TMPOJACMOHCTPYBAIM MpaBWia OOJAINITYBaHHS MAalJTaHUWKIB Yy
Bapni. ¥ MuxkomnaeBi Ta Bypraci nepenadya 3Hanp npo OyaiBHUIITBO (GyTOOIBHOT
iHppacTpykTypu 3abe3nedyBanach 3 Benukoi bputanii Ta OcmaHCBKOI iMmepii.
ToBapucTBa 1MX MICT OOJamHANM MOJsA 3aBASKU 1HQOpMAIli, OTpUMaHIA BIJ
OpUTAaHCBKUX MOPSKIB 1 OCMaHCBhKUX (yTOONbHUX YyOONIBaJIbHMKIB. Baxiuse
3HAYEHHS Y CTBOPEHHI MEPIIMX CIIOPTUBHUX CIIOPY/l Y BCIX MICTaX Majl HaBYaJIbHI
3aknaan. Onnak y Bapni, Mukonaesi Ta bypraci ixHs posib Oyna OuIbII HOMITHOIO,
HDK B Opeci, 1e mianpueMiri Oyiau MPOBIAHOK CHIOK. BaXIMBUMH YMHHHUKAMU
PO3BUTKY CIOPTY B MOPTOBUX MicTax YKpaiHu Ta bonrapii cramu He nuiie
MOpCBKa TOPTIBIISI, @ i 3pOCTaHHS MPOMHUCIIOBOCTI, 1HO3€MHI 1HBECTHUIII] Ta OCBITA.
HacenenHs TakoX BIUIMHYJIO HA IIBHUIKICTh 1 MacmITaOW IMOIIMPEHHS 3HAHb PO
¢byTOOII.

KirouoBi cnoBa: ¢yrbon; iHdpacTtpykrypa; Opmeca; MukonaiB; Bapha;
Byprac; ctangion; ¢pyrOosbHe noe.

Football is a big industry in Europe today. It consists of stadiums with the
bench for spectator, pitches for trainees, sporting goods stores, museums of clubs
and teams. It is very hard to imagine today that one hundred and fifty year ago

football wasn’t the most popular sport in Europe; stadiums and pitches began to



appear; developed sport infrastructure only on the British Isles, but knowledge
about this game spread to the East of the continent. Football competitions began to
be regularly held on pitches and stadiums of Germany, Austria-Hungary, the
Russian Empire, and the Balkan countries. Football infrastructure was the place to
preserve and disseminate sport culture.

It 1s very important question how did knowledge about football spread in
regions of FEurope and international sea trade, quantity of population,
industrialisation, administrative statues, and educational system? This topic was
discovered in researches, but some aspects of hasn’t been studied yet. All these
issues are rather superficially studied in Ukrainian Bulgarian popular and scientific
literature (Kurasa 2008; Verbytskyi, Bondarenko 2014; Iotov 2013; Mykolenko
2022a; Mykolenko 2022b).

The aim of this article is to compare knowledge about of football
infrastructure in the port cities of Central-East Europe. At the same time, it is very
important to pay attention to the geography of distribution, urban conditions, and
factors that influenced this process, such as the development of trade and business
in general, the level of industrialization. We selected four examples for this. There
are Varna, Odesa, Burgas, and Mykolaiv. The first one is the main Bulgarian port
on the Black sea, the second one is the big Ukrainian city, commercial and
business centre in the South of the Russian empire, the third one an important
trade midpoint in the Northern part of Black Sea coastal area at the end of the
19" century. We used several types of historical sources to solve tasks. They are
the press (Sandomirskiy 1901), the photographs (Futbol'nyy klub “Vega” 2012;
Futbol'nyy klub OKF 2012), and the memoirs (Krikunov, Gorelyuk).

Football on the Black Sea coast of Ukraine appeared in the second half of the
19th century. British sailors brought it here. Several factors contributed to the
spread of this game. There was the development of trade, communications industry
in Ukraine. Foreign employees, engineers, sale representatives, and workers, who

permanently or temporarily lived in Ukraine, contributed to the transfer of



knowledge about the rules of the game and arrangement of corresponding
infrastructure.

Odesa was the biggest Ukrainian city and port at the end of the 19 and at the
beginning of the 20 century with population 193500 in 1873, 403800 in 1897,
449700 in 1907, 504600 in 1915. Trade ships from Britain arrived regularly.
Seamen’s team showed the game with ball local people. They also presented
football rules and requirements for pitches. Often the locals helped visitors from
the British Isles to choose a suitable venue and then followed the competition.
After that permanent pitches began to appear.

However, foreigners permanently residing in Odesa contributed to the spread
and consolidation of knowledge about football and the infrastructure necessary for
this game. “Odesa British Athletic Club” (OBAC) was the first sport club in the
city, which was founded by British engineers and workers of the Indo-European
telegraph, employees of commercial firm’s steamship companies around 1878
(Kolomiiets 2007). There were 40 members in the association. English General
Consul D. Smith was elected as the head of the club to football OBAC had tennis
and cricket sections. In 1884, club built a closed football pitch in the city, the first
and the only at that time. It was located opposite the current Odesa film studio on
French Boulevard, Falz-Fein’s dacha. This pitch a model for similar facilities in the
city. However, until 1894, the club’s football team consisted of Englishmen only
(Odessa u istokov 2009).

Sports society of other national communities of Odessa was also established
in the city. In 1892, the German sports club “Turn-Verein” (“Typu-®epaiin”) with
a football section was founded in Odesa.

Knowledge about the rules of the game and the arrangement of football
pitches quickly spread in the city at the beginning of the 20th century. In different
parts of Odesa boys played football the streets and squares of Moldavanka,
Slobodka, Sakhalinchyk, Holopuzovka, and Peresypa. Most often, they used
wastelands and the balls made from rags, and ran barefoot. The amateur teams had

incredible names. There were “Cherny yashchik™ (“Yepnsiii simuk’), “Shanghai”



(“Ilanxaii”), “Zhestyanoy Chaynik” (“XKectsusiii uaiinuk’), “llIBelinapckas
nonmuHa” (Ovchinnikova 2018).

he favorite place of the competition in Odesa. It was place in Oleksandrivsky
Park, which was also called “Black Sea”. Today it’s T. G. Shevchenko Park. Local
authorities planned to make a pond in the shape of the Black Sea at this place.
However, this project wasn’t implemented due to lack of funding (Stadion nashego
kluba 2007).

This field was surrounded by gentle slopes, so there was no need to run on the
outgoing ball, it returned to the players on its own (Stadion nashego kluba 2007).
There was a similar field of smaller sizes nearby, which was called Azov Sea
experienced players played football on it. Stationary football goals half an hour
before the start of match, players installed the bars, and a thick rope over them
(Istoriya 2012).

However, at the beginning of the 20th century football still was less popular
than other sports. A guide to Odesa in 1901 testifies on this fact. Equestrian,
sailing, cycling, and gymnastics were mentioned in this edition, was completely
ignored (Sandomirskiy 1901).

Nevertheless, football infrastructure continued to develop in the city. ractice
of arranging football pitches at the dachas of the founders and sponsors of the
teams spread in Odesa. For example, “Odesa association of football” (“Onecckuii
Kpyxok (ytoomna”) that was founded by British, Germans, and locals on October
24, 1908, played their matches on land plot of general’s wife Onoprienko.
“Sporting Club” (“Cnoptunr Kny6”)" that was organized in February 1911,
trained and hosted rivals on “Dacha Gayevsky and Levinson” near French
Boulevard.

Educational institutions of the city also joined the football movement. In
1908, D. Peters, the lecturer at the private Jungmeister Gymnasium, created a

football team that regularly played matches with local British community. There

" This team was called “Yuzhnoye sportivnoye obshchestva” (“KOxHoe cropTueHoe o6LecTBo”) and after
“Stade d’Odessa” (“Opgecckui ctaHaapT”) for the first time of its existence.



were no shops and workshops in the city where sportsmen could buy boots and
other equipment at that time. Therefore, D. Peters used to order these goods in
Great Britain. These imported products were very expensive on the market of the
Russian Empire. For example, British boots made of leather and rubber cost 40
rubbles (Odesskiy futbol v shlepantsakh 2008). In the same year graduates of the
third gymnasium  founded the  “Sheremetiev = Sports  Association”
(“IlepemetheBckuii Kpykok cropta’), which played home matches on the pitch
near Mykhailivska Square.

In 1911, OBAC, “Odesa association of football”, “Sporting Club”, and
“Sheremetiev Sports Association” became founders of the Odesa Football League
(Pervyy chempionat Odessy po futbolu 2019). The sports society of the Greek
community of the city “Victoria” (“Bukropus”) also took part in the foundation of
these competitions. However, it lost place due financial problems “Turn-Verein”
(Kamenetskiy 2009).

That time OBAC built a new football home pitch located in the Malofontan
road area, not far from the Black Sea coast. This field had a fence and allowed a
paid match to be held. Therefore, the final of the Russian Empire Football
Championship of the 1913 was played there.

New football teams were organized after beginning of regular competition in
the city. On September 27, 1912, the Englishman John Gerd, engineer Valentin
Kryzhanovsky, and Alexander Livshits founded football club “Vega” (“Bera”).
Isaak Tarnopol, who provided his own dacha for arranging a pitch play football,
became the chairman of the founding committee. A year later, on September 6,
1913, “Florida” (“®nopuna™) sports club was registered in Odesa. The Brit
William Caruana, the Greek Mikhail Mangel, as well as several Odesans became
its founders. The club also had its own football pitch located near the Dyukovsky
garden between the Yalovikov and Brodsky factories.

The sale of Russian-made boots began in stores of Odesa and other cities of
the Empire in 1912. It was in this year that the factory from St. Petersburg

“Treugolnik” (“TpeyronsHuk’) began to produce sports shoes, which were in high



demand. The city’s football infrastructure continued to develop (Odesskiy futbol v
shlepantsakh 2008).

Thus, British business played a key role in the transfer of knowledge about
football infrastructure in Odesa. It created the first football pitches, which locals
used as a model for arranging their own sport fields.

Population of the city at the end of the 19th and at the beginning of the 20th
century increased quite quickly. There were 64600 people in 1863, 92012 in 1897,
and already 105000 in 1911. The city had rather a large Commercial Port and
customs that started to function in 1862. Grain, iron ore, and coal were exported
through the port. Foreign investors actively organized their firms in the city.
Vessels from different European countries regularly arrived there eams of merchant
sailors, mostly British, regularly organized football matches. Local port workers
and employees of the elevator’ were present at these competitions the end of the
19 century.

At the beginning of the next century, street teams were formed in the city
thanks to the knowledge about the rules of the game and the organization of
football pitches received from British sailors. Subsequently, in 1900-1901, the
football teams of the city gymnasium and real school played against each other in
the area of the engineering barracks town (today it’s “Savage Garden” (““/luxuii
can”’). “Tehnika” (“Texnika”) team was created in the mechanical and technical
school in 1906. Two years after, Englishman Charles Clavell Bate, an employee of
a grain trading company, organized “Zebra” football team. Initially it matches only
with the teams of English sailors on Mykolaiv Admiralty Square. The team didn’t
have a specially pitch (Verbytskyi, Bondarenko 2014, 80).

The British, who lived temporarily or permanently in Mykolaiv, also played a
key role in popularizing football in the city, brought the first balls the city, arranged
public matches for local residents. The students of the gymnasium, located near
Admiralty Square, followed these games. They two amateur teams in 1909 and

regularly played football in the square.

Z It was built in Mykolaiv port in 1893.



In 1912 “Zebra” changed name to “Nikolaev Athletic Club” and officially
registered with the city authorities. The British continued to play in this team. At
the same time, the Mykolaiv Football League was created. “Nikolaev Athletic
Club” and such local teams as “Diagor” (“quarop”), “Gamari” (“I'amapu’), “Spor”
(“Cnop”), “Femida” (“®emuna”), “Vesuvius” (“Besysuit”’), and “Nikolaev football
club” (“HuxomnaeBckuii kpyok ¢yrodomna’”) joined there. Teams of Commercial,
Technical school and Realschule, as well as Alexandrovskaya and Verevskaya
gymnasiums took part in the championship of educational institutions (Kurasa
2008, 70).

In February 1913, “Athletic Club” was reorganized into “Nikolaev Sports
Club”. The revised statute was approved on April 30, 1913. According to the
statute, the aim of the club was to spread football, tennis, croquet, hockey, cricket,
fencing, skating, gymnastics in Mykolaiv. rented football pitch at the intersection
of Sadova (Canosa) and Prykordonna (Ilpuxopnonna) streets. Also, club had three
tennis courts. In the same year, the club “Union” (“Yuuon”) equipped its own
pitch, had no seats for spectators. It continues to function today* pupils of the Third

Sports School conduct their training here.

The next year, “Nikolaev Sports Club” built its own football pitch on
Kurierskaya Street, the intersection of Makarov and Artilleristska streets now.
places for spectators, benches, and even lodges. Two matches with the famous
Turkish club “Fenerbahce” were played here in June of 1914. Tickets for the match
were sold in advance at the St. Petersburg Confectionery. They weren’t cheap he
tickets price was 8 rubbles for all seats in lodge, 1 rubble 50 kopecks for seat, 75
kopecks for seat on bench, 40 kopecks for student, from 15 to 30 kopecks for
standing places (Dvoynisyuk 2014).

Most foreign entrepreneurs, engineers, and workers left the city after the
outbreak of the First World War. But the memory and knowledge about the rules

for arranging the football infrastructure remained in the city.

¥ This place is on modern Sodova Street.



Unlike Ukraine, Bulgaria had been nation state since 1879. Market relations
gradually developed in this country, the volume of foreign investments increased,
cities grew, infrastructure was equipped. The main Black Sea ports of Bulgaria
were Burgas and Varna.

The population of Varna was significantly less than in Odesa and Mykolaiv,
only 16000 people in 1852, 24555 in 1878, 33687 in 1896, and 41419 in 1910. The
total number of ships that arrived in Varna was 1507 in 1865. Their tonnage was
220930. The port was reconstructed in 1906. A pier 600 meters long appeared in
the city (Popova, 80). Foreigners founded their enterprises in the city. A cotton
factory began operating in 1899.

Sailors of merchant ships from Great Britain played football matches with
each other in the city. These competitions took place on spaces not intended for
football. Local residents also had an opportunity to watch these competitions.
However, all this didn’t lead to creation of local clubs and sports infrastructure.
More thoroughly football was introduced in Varna by a group of nine Swiss
athletes and teachers which arrived in this city in 1894. Louis-Emil Eyer. Minister
of Education Georgi Zhivkov invited them develop sports in Bulgaria. On May 14,
1894, Georges de Regibus, who worked as a teacher in the male gymnasium
“Ferdinand I” and had the skills of boxer, wrestler, gymnast, and football player,
demonstrated football on a wasteland near this educational institution. According
to witnesses, Regibus prepared a ball specially brought from Switzerland, used
cloth to mark football goals, and organized the first soccer match in Bulgaria
among his students. The game, which was called “ritnitop”, became very popular
in gymnasium. The students played football more and more often, and Regibus
took part as referee and player in matches (Georgiev 2022).

Thus, educational institutions and teachers, first of all, contributed to the
transfer of knowledge about the arrangement of football infrastructure and their
distribution in the city. In addition, football matches were organized by English
sailors arriving at the port. For this he chose the place in the Sea Garden of Varna.

After that, local teams began to form in the city. There was a special pitch for



playing ball. Local associations also began to play at this place. For example,
“Atlas” was founded by local Greek youths in autumn 1907. At the beginning of
the next year this squad was registered as a football club. This society didn’t accept
representatives of other ethnic groups into its membership. It gained wide
popularity in the city thanks to regular games with teams of British sailors (Totov
2013).

Other association “Sport” (“Cnopt”) was organized in the spring of 1909 by
representatives of the Bulgarian majority. A few months later it was renamed
“Sportist” football association (®yrdonuctuuno apyxkectBo “Croptuct”). The
creators were Vasil and Stefan Tonshev, Nikola Nitsov, Kircho Angelov, Boyan
Popov, Nikola Popov, and Stefan Danchev, the playing coach of the team. was a
graduate of the Constantinople Lyceum learning the rules of football and acquired
the skills of the game in the capital of the Ottoman Empire. The premise of the
club was located on Deremahlesi Street, “Stefan Stambolov” street now. After the
“Atlas” stopped its activities in 1911, “Sportist” continued to play matches with the
British sailors in the Sea Garden. In those days, there were no workshops for the
manufacture of balls and other football equipment in Varna. The locals often stole
leather balls from the crews of British ships (Batcharov 2019).

Pupils of First secondary school for boys created the sports association
“Galata” (“Tanmara™) in March 3, 1913 was renamed to “Raka Ticha” (“Peka
Tuua”). Next year group of players from “Sportist” joined the team “Raka Ticha”
together they formed “Cherno more” (“Uepro mope”). These football clubs
regularly played matches with teams from foreign merchant ships. Thus, they
popularized football in the city, because the local public followed these
competitions.

Second Bulgarian port demonstrated another example of the spread of
knowledge about the arrangement of football infrastructure. The population of this
city grew rapidly in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, but it was significantly
less than in Varna, 2950 in 1878, 5000 in 1892, 10703 in 1900, 15000 in 1906, and
21170 in 1920.



Wool, butter, cheese were exported through the port. British merchant ships
also regularly came there at the end of the 19th century. Their sailors also arranged
football matches in the local port. In 1903-1904, the French company
“Batignolles” equipped the harbor and modernized the port. This contributed to the
further development of the city. In the 1900s, there were permanently living
foreigners in the city, eighteen companies from Western Europe, the food industry
for the production of meat, butter, sugar.

In 1905, a group of Bulgarian students from the Robert College of Istanbul
created a sports club in Burgas named “SC Strela” (“CK Crpena”). This
association was registered officially in May, 1912. Stefan Ilic became the first
president of the club. Initially, the team played and trained on a primitively
equipped football field.

In the period between 19181919, “SC Strela” had a of 200 members, slowly
growing into an association with big importance the city. Some changes took place
on August 1, 1919, when club’s name was changed to “SC Chernomorets”
(“CK Yepuomoperr”) (FK Chernomorets Burgas 2015).

Thus, there were four directs of dissemination of knowledge about the
arrangement of football infrastructure. The first one was from Britain to Odessa
and Mykolaiv, the second one was from Switzerland to Varna, the third one was
from the Ottoman Empire to Burgas. Regular arrivals of British ships in Odesa,
Mykolaiv, Varna, and Burgas didn’t lead to the development of football
infrastructure. The first pitches were equipped by foreigners who permanently
lived in Bulgarian and Ukrainian cities. At the same time, British entrepreneurs
built the first pitch in Odesa. Swiss teachers demonstrated for the first time the
rules for equipping grounds in Varna. In Mykolaiv and Burgas, the transfer of
knowledge about the construction of football infrastructure originated from Britain
and the Ottoman Empire. societies of these cities equipped pitches thanks to the
information gained from British sailors and Ottoman football fans. Educational
institutions were important in the creation of the first sports facilities in all cities.

However, in Varna, Mykolaiv, and Burgas their role was more prominent, than in



Odesa, where entrepreneurs were the leading force. Not only maritime trade, but
also the growth of industry, foreign investment, and education became important
factors in the development of sports in the port cities of Ukraine and Bulgaria.
Population also influenced the speed and extent of the dissemination of knowledge

about football.
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